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Stretch your CPG -wilh our no-frills 
guide to the néw- video technology 


PLUS: 
@ PC-CPC file transfer 
made easy 
| @ Programming the CPC 
.. sound chip 


FROM FUTURE PUBLISHING COMES THE MAGAZINE THAT LEADS Fieae LD 
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® Writing a megagame 
| part I) - graphics, 
i at amt ) _. .gound and design 
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There’s nowhere to hide from...“SLY SPY” =aaamy 
y~ His calling card is your invitation to Bias ;nssamee 
: | dance with danger! elas 
Experience the explosive existence of sage] 

the secret agent in this arcade f= 
action thriller that will leave you “4 "' 
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| From the Island of Doh to 
| Monster Island you will 
| encounter Doh himself, stinging 
insects, hideous toy creatures, 
lethol combat machines, 
mechanical assoilants, the 
formidable beings of legend 
ond folklore and finally you will 
enter the world of darkness and 
its inhabitants! 
Bika Featuring all 7 islands 

TéalTO ond faithfully 
, THE FASTEST MOST THRILLING epee ee 

ifn eTEST, MOST It fun ond excitement 

_ 3D DRIVING GAME YET! © om 

Take the wheel of your turbo-charged OF TS ms er 

Porsche os you and your partner go in arcade hit, 
pursuit of dangerous criminals all aide 

an evil array of souped-up roadsters. 

Meed to catch up ino hurry? Well, just 

one press of your Turbe Button wil! 
leave your eyes in the back of your head! 




















“ALL GAMES AVAILABLE OM SPECTRA, AMSTRAD, COMMODORE 


ATARI ST, CBM AMIGA. 
"F-29 RETALIATOR ONLY AVAILABLE ON ATARI ST & AMIGA. 
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ferly mouth-watering graphics and 
an amazing depth of play ... the best 
flight simulation | have ever seen 
(and there’s nothing on the visible | 
horizon that looks set to come close). | 
It's not a simulation, it's an | 

a experience ... Ocean's first flight sim 

is the best out!” Zzap 97%. 
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SHADOW WARRIORS, the latest, greatest and most 
ombihous martal arts coin-op game now roges onto 
your computer featuring interactive scenic backdrops |! 
The secrets of the Ninjitsu assassination techniques have 
been handed down since the Mediaeval wars..now they 
live on in the jungle of the American metropolis. 
Athousond years of the Ninjitsu secrets at your 
fingertips... the Phoenix Backflip, Triple Blow 
Combination, Flying Neck Throw, Hong Kick ond more, 
give you a formidable amoury of stunning moves. 
Toke your techniques to the streets 
SHADOW WARRIOR... [ 


the hero of the nineties 
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Ocean Software Limited - 6 Central Street 
Manchester: Vi2 SNS - Telephone: 061 832 6633 
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NEWS@LETTERS 


AMSCENE 


Hold the front page! 


REACTION 


mince ther words 














(ur readers don t 





SERIOUS SIDE 


mee CPC USES@HARDWARE@SPROGHRAMMING —— 


What is multimedia? 


Digitising, grabbing, video tithng and more - that's what. 








HELPLINE 

Advice, help and assistance —and its all free 

FORUM 

ADAM'’s regular section for readers in need 
Future Publishing Limited 

Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2AP 


er, we js! don't have time to take all those calls about cheats, listings, bea 
buys and $0 on. That doesn't mean we can't help you Gul, [hough - Oouree net! 
i Just send a letter to Cheat Mode, Type-ins, Forum, Aeaction etc and we'll do our 
— ho orl pou out 


| Sorry ‘n' afl that, but we're so » busy putting your tavourte CPC magazine topeth- 
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® Technical per Adam Waring @ Games editor Trenton Webb 
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wees THE VERY BEST IN CPC ENTERTAINMENT 


CYBERBALL 


Rather like a violent form of 
American Football, really... 
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HORT OnE 
BLOODWYCH 


Mirrorsoft's mad monster 
maze mayhem shock! PY os 
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DOS-ING AROUND 
Three different ways of transferring your files from 
ie [PC LO PC eal hack 
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ACTION TEST: 
Cyberhall pM» Bloodwych pai» AMC pie > 
Blan p50 > Vendetta pi?» Defenders of 


the Earth p52» The Cycles pd » Cecco 
Collection pd » Stap Fight pos » Head over 
Heels pS » Daley Thompsons 's Supertest pod » 
Escape from Singe's Castle » Froit Mache [] 
poe > Hunt for Red October pal » Italy 1990 
pot » Liverpool pé] » Manchester 
Verted pél 


© AMC 
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The Deathbringers meet their <a ee 


WU Isuu 


Pays like Tetris on acid. 
Warning: this is ADDICTIVE 
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CHEAT MODE Ii —- THE 
REVENGE 


save a fortune on desperate ‘phone calls to AA with the 
distilled wisdom of the last 33 editions of Cheat Mode! 


SOUNDING OFF 
JAMES PINTO delves further mto the CPC's sound chip. 


WRITING A MEGAGAME Ill 


‘4 ee re = am, el = — 
Graphics, sound and game design 


FREE FOR ALL 


IERRY GLENWRIGHT sifts through another mountain of 








CPC means business 


~ CALLED TO ACCOUNT 


sollware for the smal! business. Two new packages | 
reviewed 


TYPE-INS 


More readers’ routines to get those fingers tapping 






The fanged friend's month- 
ly adventuring siot 


THE BALROG t 


CHEAT MODE 
Including a complete Fantasy World Dizzy map! 


SMALL ADS 


The fine print it really does pay to read 


BUYERS GUIDE 


A mine of information for CPC shoppers 


AAFTERTHOUGHT 


Catch up on the latest AA tittle-tattle 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 

An Amstrad DD1 drive 
for £907! This and 
more... 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Don't delay, book today! 











The Amstrad User Club 
caters exclusively for the 
Amstrad computer owner, 
and has proved beyond 
doubt to he the essential 
add-on for thousands of 7» 
members nationwide. 72) 2233 aoa 

We have the | 
widest range of 
software and 
equipment is 
available in the am" 
UK, all — |(é 
yenerously 
Hecounted 
for members, 






















You will also 
receive your 
choice of 
quality free gift 
and 'Welcome Pack' 
as soon as you join and 
much more besides! 
User Club Membership 
costs just £27.95 a year. 


For further details and 
our full colour brochure 
simply return the FREEPOST 
coupon (no stamp required) 


or ring O91 510 8787. 


es (@) Please send me Membership details 

with a 24 et | of the Amstrad User Club. 

hour order CAA eS | , | am resident in the U.K. ' 
eam Ay Name ...........0.0- ne rmcmats 328. 

service, ee | ae l 

: ' A= ‘i AGdreSS 0.0... sessecseecsesssesnressessnessnenseserecens 
technical hotline ieee Vee Snare 

support, monthly club Nees sr Do oeeceeeeeeecseesseee POSICODE...c-secssecceseeeeen | 

eR we | Day Phone Number | 


newsletters and price 
listings and 12 issues 
of the official 
Amstrad magazine, 


"Amstrad 
Computer 
User" worth 


£17.40. 





| Machine Type 


| Send to: 

| AMSTRAD 

1 USER CLUB, 
| FREEPOST, 

| Sunderland 
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CPC ‘PLUS’ SPEC REVEALED 


new releases... updates... previews... 


Technical details of CPC ‘Plus’ and CPC Console leaked months before official launch 


ore news has broken concerning the specifica- 
tion of Amstrad's top-secret CPC ‘plus’ and 
console, two months before the official launch 
this Autumn 

We first reported on the new machines 
back in AAS5S. It had been known for months 
that Amstrad was planning a console addition 
to the CPC range, but until then the 
Brentwood company had managed to keep all 
other details hush-hush. However, Amstrad 
Action learned in March that not only was the 
console to get upgraded sound and graphics 
hardware and a cartndge port, the existing 
machines would get the same enhancements 
too and be relaunched, possibly as the CPC 
Plus’ range 


Latest developments 

AA has uncovered some of the secret technical 
specifications of the new computers and con- 
sole, a series of enhancements that look set to 


turbo-charge the CPC. They include 


® 64 hardware sprites, each with 32 colours 

® Built-in hardware scrolling 

® An increased colour palette and 32 on- 
screen background colours 

® An improved sound chip 

® A powerful custom chip to handle all the 
new features 


Current CPC owners have nothing to fear 
Irom the hardware enhancements of the new 
machines. The CPC Plus models wil! run all 





A brand new computer show in the north of 
England will be opening its doors at the end of this 
month, Called ‘Compute for Charity’, the show is a 
fun event that aims to raise as much money for 
charities as possible. 

The charities include the nationwide BBC 
Children in Need appeal, as well as local ‘special 
needs’ groups. The event has received so much 
support from the software industry that the show 
has had to move to a larger site to accomodate all 
the exhibitors. At the last count there were over 50 
big names attending, including Ocean, 
Codemasters, Virgin, Gremlin, Domark, Psygnosis 
and Electronic Arts amongst many more. 

It's not all games, though. The show, which has 
been described as “A PC show for Charity”, aims to 








© What's the official word on the latest CPC console 
rumours? Amstrad, as ever, is saying absolutely 
nothing. 


existing CPC software, and retain the standard 
CPC 23-inch disk format. This quashes rumours 
that the company was to abandon iis size in 
favour of the more popular 3.5-incn format 
It seems that under normal operation the new 
CPC computers (as opposed to the console) 
will behave exactly like the standard machine 
Inserting a cartndge, however, will execute a 
special control sequence which switches in the 
new hardware, effectively flipping from com- 
puter to console mode 

it 1s unlikely that the cartndgeé-only console 
will be able to run any existing CPC specific 
software, though. Apart from the cartridge slot 
and joystick ports, the only other external fea- 


COMPUTE FOR CHARITY 


cater for everybody with an interest in computing, 
and should have plenty to offer CPC owners. 
Organiser of the show Is programmer Andrew 
Whittaker — responsible for the CPC version of 
Flying Shark. When asked how much he hoped the 
show would raise, he refused to make any predic- 
tions: “We'll have to see whal comes up on the day. 
| haven't set a target, it'll just be nice to see what 
instead of charging a set amount to the 
exhibitors, hey have been asked to make a dona- 
tion. Andrew explained that they were making more 
that way: “They seem to be in competition with 
each other over how much they should donate.” 
There will be plenty of other events at the show 
loo. Andrew has (rather foolishly) agreed to appear 


ture to be seen is a Pause button. There is 
thougnt to be no provision to add a disk dnve 
OF Lape interface 


A hard line on software? 

Reports suggest that that the Amstrad intends 
to keep tight control over the production of car- 
tidges designed for the console. The company 
is to introduce stnct Nintendo-style licencing 
agreements whereby third-party producers 
would have to be appointed an official devel- 
oper before they could write software. So, any 
cartndge games written for the new machines 
could be produced only with Amstrad's say so 
Presumably, with the company would then 
benefit from a share of the profits from any 
software marketed, 

As usual, Amstrad declined to comment on 
any of these reports. Even the launch itself in 
the Autumn has been neither conlirmed nor 
denied. In the end, it will still be a couple of 
months before the general public - even the 
press — will know the facts for sure 


The last 6128 ROMs? 


Even though Amstrad CPC 6128 ROMs are technically no 
longer available (see AAS), mail order company WAVE 
has managed lo secure anolher 100 of the little beasties 


its last batch of 1.000 (see AA55) sold oul in weeks. 50 
any eager purchasers should phone now for a price — if 
there are any left. The number is 02729 870000 





in a bath of custard - sponsored, of course, by var- 
ous sottware publishers. There will be clowns and 
jugglers, as well as people in fancy dress. Top sci- 
ence fiction writers Douglas Adams and Terry 
Pratchett will be making personal appearances al 
[he show. 

Naturally, we at AA will have our roving 
reporters at the show. It is being held at 
Humberside College of Higher Education, 
Cottingham Road, Hull. Admission is just £1 for 
adults, and 50p for children (though extra dona- 
tions are welcomed). The dates are Saturday 30th 
June (Ten O'clock AM - 7 O'clock PM) and Sunday 
1st July (Ten till Four). 

Details can be obtained from Andrew Whittaker 
on 0482 564431. 
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AMSCENE 


You could soon be running a hard disk from 


your CPC, if Siren software has its way. The 


firm, famous for its CPC second drives, is curs 
rently developing the device. 

The unit will plug into the expansion port 
on the back of the machine, rather than the 
disk drive slot used by second d. 
existin operating system in the machine will 
be scrapped as it imposes too many limita- 
tions, such as maximum disk size of 178K and 
64 files per disk limit. Clearly not enough for 








a large-capacity hard disk! The operating 


system will come on ROM, and will be built 
into the interface. The new firmware will 
Clearly have to be compatible with CP/M and 
serious software, the environment in which 
it's likely to be used. It is hoped that the 
operating system will be totally transparent 
to the user, and run any files that can be 
loaded from a normal disk. The hard disk 
should be just as fast as those in PCs. 
Initially, the the interface will be config- 
ured to work with a 20 megabyte disk, but 


Siren say that other sizes, such as 40 and’ 


60Mb could be supplied on request. Currently 
the device is in the early prototype stage. 
Although Siren have used the device to trans- 
fer data to and from the hard disk, a lot of 
development is needed before it's commer- 
clally available. Siren anticipates that a fin- 
ished product is at least three months away. 
There is one stumbling block, however. 
The disk drive is not going to cheap. Due to 








Satanic Verses... 


| Dinamic has previewed its visually stunning 
new action arcade game Satan. Pairing a 
| mighty wizard and warnor, the game tells the 
tale of good battling evil in a bid to overthrow 
the power of the eponymous demon. Satan will 
be launched on all formats at the end of June. 
The features listed include four-cirectional 
| scrolling, a scanner that searches for satanic 
| forms separate from the main scroll, transform- 
Ing enemies and huge sprites. With its two- 
| load format, Satan may sound like just another 
| beat-em-up from Dinamic. Bearing in mind its 


| track record, that's very good news indeed. 
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) Would you rather have 
F this pile of disks of a sin- 
gle hard drive? 








the high pro “= 
duction and devel- 
opment costs the price will unavoidably be 
high. Siren estimates at least £400. This fac- 
tor that could sound the death-knell of the 
project. Simon Cobb, boss of Siren explains: 
“Now the production costs alone are going to 
be around £350. To make the development of 
it worthwhile we'd looking to make about 
£50 with each one. We're talking £400+VAT, 
that takes it up to £460. It may not be eco- 
nomical. 

“I don't see that many people being able 
to justify the expense. You can go out and 
buy a cheap PC with a 20Mb hard disk for 
about £600. At that price we might only sell 
one or two!" 

Nevertheless, if you're interested in the 
prospect of a hard drive for the CPC, why not 
tell Siren? You'll find the company at 84-86 
Pnnces Street, Manchester Mi 6NG, tel: 061 
228 1831. Who knows, you may influence the 
course of history... 


Barnes tormer 


England's current footballing superstar, John Barnes, has signed up 
with Krisalis. The 1990 footballer of the Year is currently very hot 
property, singing on England's World Cup record alongside New 
Order and has replaced old timer Daley Thompson in the Lucozade 
adverts on TY. 

The game will be structured along the same lines as 
Manchester United (reviewed this issue), another Krisalis prod- 
uct. It will feature an arcade section which focuses on Mr 
Barnes’ skills and a management sim which is centred on 
the training and marketing of the player. The game is due 
out in 1991, and JB will even be signing copies on the day 
of its release. 





| @ Cinamics gets evil in its lates! arcade adven- 
| ture Satan 





Klax Attack! 


Alexey Pajitnov = the man who brought us Tefris—-is 
near to finishing his next mind-bending game, 
Welltris. Another shape manipulation challenge, 
Welltris could give even the mighty Alax a run for its 
money. 

Once again, the game involves manipulating 
falling pieces, this time so that they form lines at the 
bottom of a well, With three levels and five speeds, it 
relies on the player's ability to anticipate what the 
next piece will be and how it will fall, Infogrames is 
in charge of the conversion this time, so there's 
hope for a better CPC version than was the case with 
Tetris. The CPC incarnation of thal Russian epic was 
decidedly grim. 





L Tetris times four! Can Welltris steal Klax's crown? 


say Snow to drugs 


Operation Snow Stoke is in the final stages of 
planning at US Gold's Birmingham bunker, An 
aircraft sim with a purpose, Snow Strike fic- 
tlonalises a US Government attempt to quash 
the South American drug lords 

It gives you the chance to fly F-14s into the 
heart of the jungle on 10 different missions. 
You will have the chance to prepare a plane 
before take off, train and eventually try to 
stomp on the powder keg that is South 
America. Politically (and constitutionally) 
dodgy, Snow Strike sounds a real rip snorter. 
And if US Gold can continue its current good 
run, the Medallin Cartel could be in for a big 
Surprise. 


P 





® What a bomber! US Gold tools up for the war on 
drugs in Snow Strike. 





Predator Vs Alier 

| 

redator Vs Alien. 
Activision has scooped the biggest film licence of 1991, Alien Vs Predator. 
“This i$ going to be a real biggie. When it arrives it is going to be so hor!” 

exclaimed Larry Sparkes, Activision's UK marketing manager. 

— The film's a combination of 

% Schwarzenegger's and Sigourney Weaver's 
See recent box office hits, so looks set to be a sure- lution! 
Sage fire box office winner. Both the game and the 

film will appear sometime in 1991, although 

| release dates have yet to be finalised. 

More licences captured by Activision recent: 
ly include Atomic Robokid (trom UPL), 






Dragon's Breed 
| (Irem) and 





The company has also wooed World Snooker 


Champion Stephen Hendry to their software stable, 


for a game which will be released in September. 


It's not been slacking on the original game front 


either, and has rushed to announce details of ils 


forthcoming project Time Machine, A 4D fantasy role 





Palace 15 about to storm the CPC scene once 
again with the imminent launch ot 
International 3D Tennis. It won't look like any 
tennis game you've ever seen, with stick men 
for players. A necessary evil to achieve true 3D 
and a periect tennis feel, we presume. Shots 
and volleys will be made all the more accurate, 
as the game doesnt simply mumic shots put, 
using a system never before applied to sports 
sims, actually works out how each shot would 
behave in real life. The Palace programmers 
are also hoping to include a feature that allows 
the player to view the match from ten different 
positions! AA will be on the centre court next 
issue 


it i Be sane fh nak - 


@ it may not be the best-looking tennis sim of all 
time, but is the most realistic? 


~ Beastbusters (SNK). 
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STORM FRONT 

The Sales Curve used the European Computer 
Trade Show as to launch its own software label 
Storm. First title under the new lable is Sif 
Dragon, a classic shoot-em-up where a knight 
actually goes to the aid of an imprisoned 
Dragon. 


rao oir tes ~ si 
® Si Dragon, firs! game from the Sales Curves 
new Storm label. 





BOMBS AWAY! 
Activision's long awaited flight sim is almost 
ready for lake off, 


Fighter Bomber is a game which allows desk 


top pilots (DTPs) to fly four state of the art air- 
craft on six varied missions. The F4, Tornado, 
MiG 27 and Saab Viggen have are in competition 


for the Curtis Le May Trophy, an annual competi- 


tion held in the states to find the world’s bes! 
bomber pilots. 





ol! 
TAPGE & 
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playing game arcade adventure. It concerns the 
adventures of Professor Potts, a tall awkward, 
gangly chap who looks exactly how mad scien- 
lists always should! He finds himself lost in time 
and to get back to the present he must warp evo- 
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Mountains out of | 
Molehills 


Monty Mole 
has finally 
put his 
claw print 
on a con 
tract that should 
make him a media 
superstar He has been 
signed Dy an imterma- 
tional licencing firm 
which plans : 
_ | Jig Z 

possamole into a no 
board game, clothes == 
even books = a cause aided by his recenl 
appearance in the Dany Mirror’ 


|i 
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Bo | | ARAOR 240 A 
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A copy landed al the AA airfield literally min- 
utes ago. The crew will be giving each plane a 
lest flight and will have the definitive report on 

your desk in time for the next issue, SIR!. 
vA There are bandits at four 
O'clock...(which gives us half an 
~ hour fo spare then - ed). 





_@ Fighter Bomber has landed at last! 
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Overseas ...... 


THE LOWEST PRICES ANYWHERE ! 


VIDI-CPC digitiser NOW ONLY 
Rambo Rom Box NOW ONLY 
CASPELL RIBBON REFRESHER 
5 x Amsoft quality discs , 
10 x Amsoft quality discs 
(OMP2000 printer ribbons (each) .... 


THE PUBLIC DOMAIN S SOFTWARE 


Price £6.50 


CPM DISC 1 - MACHINE CODE TOOLS 


£600 and 8060 assemblers, £80 16 8080 to 250 code translator, Debugging mar 


blet, Reverse asscemnblet. inary tile camparer. plus New: 


Price £6.50 





i. Lap EF 1a Suna, limMeroreie 1S iw Seay 
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Price £6.50 







Current issue ....... 








* Fully illustrated 
* Over 20,000 words per 
month 
i) 
Letters, Basic, Comms, 


Mcode, Hardware pro- 
jects and much more. 


A truly 


aa Alternative 
cues ae Fanzine 


Advanced OCP Art Studio - £18.95 
OCP Art Studio - £15.95 
The Advanced Art Studio, bundled together with 
the Genius Mouse, Interlace and 
Mouse Mat - £49.95 
(£39.95 without the Advanced Art Studio Pack) 
M.G.T. 3 1/2" Lifetime Disk Drive £99.95 





Price £6.50. 





Paséal. Sl Cobol. EBases. Powerful tea editor. pli 


Public Domain software support available to WACCI subscribers. 


Mega-big homegrown |idrary 





Send £1.50 for full catalogue and details (E and OE), 


DISC ROM 
Protext (CP/M+) .............. ere lincrie? 47,00 
wl) prcoepeumeumrar, bs 21.00 31.00 
Pocket Protext (CP/M+) ................ 23.25 
Boo | ee Seer Gn 5 2/25 
MS: ee wienctti 19.50 
OTE FG sissseccicsverensciercnnnsen ef.2o 
ET ETT caviswsveeececnciecareswarsenss 21.25 -- 
PR A 2c retary chin eee en 21.00 31.00 
Peet) Rt ho er -- 23.25 | 
Utopia eo20 ff 


MasterCalc 128.............. spvguapivbubeaiiiavuansien 24.95 
ISTE HGH cians 29.95 
| MasterCalc AND masterFile 

Ram Delta Joystick ........ccceeeees ee Te St 
Kador Seal 'n' Type Keyboard c covers (6128). 4.95 


WACCI UK, 9 SOUTH CLOSE, TWICKENHAM, MIDDX TW2 5JE 
Est. 1986 — Phone 081 898 1090 








@ Mail order mutterings 


Can you please tell me if you have any con- 
trol over companies who advertise with you? 
Twice I have ordered computer games 
through ads placed in Amstrad Action. The 
first time | waited ten weeks to receive a 
game supposedly in stock. This time I have 
Waited twelve weeks for a game, from 

a company which cashed my 

cheque on Febmary 2nd and 
has still not sent my game 
despite numerous letters and 
phone calls. 





| 


r 12 


I think it very sad that a J | 
company such as yours, \| 
appealing to computer L _— 


owners, especially young chil- 
dren, carries advertisements 
from companies who do not 
despatch games on time or even have 
the decency to write and tell people why 
there is such a delay. I hope you can do 
something about this problem. 

T Busfield 

Blackpool 


AA: Only two months ago we refused fo 
take any more ads from one major mail 
order supplier because of reader complaints. 
And our advertising manager, Elaine 
Brooks, makes strenuous efforts to chase up 


® Completely wrong! 
Last issue (AA5/) we printed a 


Mrs FP Russack which cnticised 


letter from 
Koasmos's 
qrammal 


offending 


+ French Mustress 


Cy 
] ie firth) Tal on 


noting 


are 


® What is public domain? 
[am a beginner in the Amstrad world. | think 
YOur mag is Drilhant. Only one thing. Recently 
you Have been writing about public domain 
software. One question — what the hell is pub- 
ic domain? | tried looking it up and everything 
Zilch. Please, please help me. 
Jay Honosutomo 
Hemel Hempstead 


AA: Public domain software is simply soft 
Ware wich is free to anyone who wants It 





| 





any complaints we do get — with a very high 
success rate, I might add. Having said that, 
these COMpanies are just advertisers — hey 
are not directly under control 
And it's worth pointing out that the vast 
majonty of the mail order purchases made 
through Amstrad Action's advertise- 
ments end up with tighly satished 
customers — we only ever hear 
the complamts, after all Bear 
in mind that mail order compa- 
nies can only seep thelr 
prices as competitive as they 
overheads 


— are through low 
and high -turnover so dont 
expect the same level of atten- 


tion and service you might get 
from a High Street shop. Finally, it’s 

Sadiy the case thal Many OCOMmpahes 
advertise products they doen't yet have in 
stock. This is usually because advertise- 
ments to go in the press must be put toget- 
ér perhaps months before the magazine Is 
printed — in an effort to retain up to date. 
adgvertisers must assume products will be 
ready when the manufacturers say they will 
be. It's best to give mail order companies a 
call before you order whenever you haven't 
seen the game in the shops yet, or if you've 
any other reason to suspect avaiabulity. 


and you are free to 


Wil, AS a result of 


Th ee a 
Phere 15 no Copyrignt on if 


copy and astribute It at 


Wus, Several public domain ‘lipranes now 
exist, and you can order the software you 


want for nothing more than the price of a disk 
small copying charge. For a list of 
names and adore SSeS of domain 
ibranes, check out the “Where to qo” box in 


the public domain feature this issue 


yy ee, 


az} a a 


PLDC 


@ilt'sa hard life 
| ive way down here in 
Amstrad 6128 and 

Warren's letter in AA54 
hard off. Well he's y 

year's subscription cost t £30 anc 1 get t the ‘iad 
more than two months late (thats because its 





éimbabwe. | own an 


winks he is 


love it. | 


and he 


surlace mail). | have to go to England to get 
games. I live on playing Type-Ins. I can't enter 


any competitions because the mags are late 
But enough of this. | wrote this letter mani 
congratulate the AA team. I love this magazine 
and | am not going to stop getting it. My 
favourite part of the mag is Action Test 

Derek Knagqgs 


Mutare 





7 Tih 
fF bie 


Almbabwe 
AA: That's nothing! [ have to get up twelve 
hours before [ go to bed and I live in a card 
board Dox ont motorway and [... L.. oh 
you ve heard that one? 


= —— 


PEAT | 


ae ‘ei 5 wah LIT 


WAL [ 


® Can't find the riddle in the Great Hall in Casiie 
Master? Stick your head up the fireplace and check 
behind the mantiepiece! 


® Don't forget the mantle- 
piece! 

After seeing your review of Castle Master, | 
rusned out and bought one (as they say) and 
wanting i nio my first freescape adventure. So 
I've got a couple of questions for you 
because some of what you say and show con: 
tradicts my experience of the game 

1, Page 47 shows a screen shot from the 
Hall. ing depicted 


Stas 
eye 


where a riddle js | 
But we've been there and can't find this nddle: 
we've ‘actioned’ absolutely everything and still 


reeaT 
reed 


cannot find this riddle. Please explain this 
anomaly. (Explain it? —/ can't even spell i 
xT) 

2. Your reviewer talks about ‘stone travel’ 


options. This is actually ‘rock travel’, and it 
Would have Deen nice to be told how to use 


this facility. Do you know how to tell the game 
to throw yourself and not just a rock? 

From a general point of view, the games 
has ground to a half for us. We've ‘actioned! 
everything, and still cannot find keys to some 

rooms. The large boulder around the back of 
the castle really does do nowt, ‘cos we hav 
done everything to is that we can possibly 
think of. And still we get nowhere. We've wan- 
dered around the catacombs and got nowhere. 
Weve been in all the rooms we can get into 
without keys (or with the keys we can simply 


DICK Up), and again ‘actioned’ everything. 
and... we're stuck 


Can you sense the hysteria here! 
Len Dean-King 
Nottingham 


PS. I've got a CPC6128. And please nudge Mr 
Waring for info about level 143 in Lost Caves. | 
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REACTION 


AA; The place you've got to go to in the Great 
Hall for the riddle is the top nght-hand corner 
of the fireplace. Crikey! - I mean, it's the firgt 
place I'd look, myself... 

And to throw yourself around you need a 
special potion. J think that was in the review, 
actually, Len. 

Oh, and Adam says he knows nothing 
about Lost Caves, and he doesn't remember 
any letters and anyway he'll probably be mov- 
Ing soon, and even emigrating maybe 





~ @ EXUSER alteration 

| | have spotted an error in one of your 
Type-Ins from AA54. The program was 
EAUSER written by Adnan Pay. The error 
was that the program did not call up the 
routine and so typing in |USER (anything | 
above 15) did not work. You might find | 
that adding this might help: 


75 CALL &oh00 


Well, it worked for me. Hope it works for 
you as well 

James Burr 

Andover 





@ Half-price di 
I'm just writing to tell you and your readers 
about my discovery in Boots. [ found out that 


® Hot air 


they are selling Maxell 3-inch disks for £1.49, 
which is about half the retail price for such 
things, 

I don't know if any other branches of Boots 
are selling them for this price, but the branch 
I'm referring to is in Slough High Street. 

Matthew Marsden 
Slough 


AA: Remember when Dixons was selling off 
6728 monitors cheap? J imagine this is another 
instance of the same thing - shop managers 
selling off stock at a reduced pnce. Anyone on 
the lookout for cheap disks could do worse 
than look into they local branch of Boots to 
find out if the manager's got the same deal on 
offer there 


@ Poking query 
I am writing to you on behalf of my school 
(Woodland High). We are holding a boat fair to 
raise some money for the school, and | wonder 
if it is possible to photocopy the pokes pub- 

lished in AA56? 

Mr D J Wilmer-Brown 
Chatham 
Kent 


AA: Sure, no problem -— anything in a good 
cause. Mind you, for the information of anyone 
else out there reading this, AA's pages are 
copyright, so make sure you check with us 
first 


AA takes off! Why? Because of the Future Publishing hot air balloon! 
As the balloon gently floated over from Bath towards the village of Camerton (a few miles 
south-west of Bath) it temporarily interrupted my baseball game, whilst | admired the extra- 


large envelope. 


A fine balloon, if ever 1 saw one - congratulations to Future on a wise investment. You will 
be pleased to know that | went on to win the game 10-4. 


Nick James 
Camerton 


AA: I couldn't care less who won yer game, I want to know who took the bloomin' Future bal- 


loon up without offering me a go! 


ba a od | 
, = dah. 
—_— SE 





© The Future Publishing balloon, seen here undergoing final testing in the pub car perk. 
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@ It's a fair cop, guv 
My fourteen year old son sent to you a disk 
containing a number of pictures for considera- 
tion for Gallery. On 25th April he received a 
package from you containing his disk (thank 
you) and a letter. This informed him that, unfor- 
tunately, you were unable to use his work in 
this month's AA. Never mind, we said, try with 
renewed vigour, improve, and the glory -— and 
maybe the money — will be yours 
To console himself he bought the May 
Amstrad Action the next day. But what is this 
on page 29? There is one of his pictures dis- 
played four times, albeit in black and white, as 
part of an article on scrolling. 
Fame and fortune at last? Not a bit of it. Not 
even the slightest hint of an acknowledgement. 
Come on, Amstrad Action, this is no way to 
treat your young readers and contributors. The 
name is Neil Everill. He drew the American 
Football player and would love to see his name 
in print (especially on a cheque). 
Mike Everill 
Stoke-on-Trent, 


AA: Ah. Yes. J can explain. It's like this... er... 
um... (A well-deserved cheque Is in the post.) 





© Credit where credit's due. Neil Everill's footballer 
pic didn't make the Gallery but turned up in Naked 


® Interface info 
Help! I’ve just bought a second-hand Amstrad 
RS232C serial interface for my CPC6128 - the 
‘old’ interface in the massive casing with its 
own power supply. It really looks useful when 
it's plugged in! 
The problem is that's all it does. | didn't get 
a manual, 90 [ don't know how to use it! Ifa 
kind-hearted soul has a manual that wants a 
good home, or could let me have a photocopy, 
I'll be eternally grateful, and I'll cover the pho- 
tocopying and postage costs 
Liovd Wood 
Telford Hall 
University of Technology 
Loughborough LE11 3UA 


PS. If 1 told you it was important for my degree 
course and would prevent me from having to 
use a (spit!) PC instead, would it help me get 
hold of a copy? 


® Helpliner warning 
[ am writing to you on behalf of a young fnend 


— Alastair Davis — who has lent games to one of 


your! ae in Liverpool. Now he has writ- 
ten repeatedly to this Helpliner and 4 be een told 


sy no lorwar»©rd 


that the fellow has moved and 
aqdress, s 
a fis games. Perhaps this let 
Helpliner's conscience and cause him t 
the games back to Alastair 
MOSt HeIpliners are genuine people, but 
when someone steals games from a youngster 
Its unfair and will only put readers off in 
future. | don't like this kind of thing happening, 
and I'm sure you don't 


my young Iriend has now lost 
ck the 


LO Senda 





f] i 14 
Poatar Seat 


named the 
On chum, play fair 


mes back, And 


AA’ No. we don't. We haven't 


Darty — yet. 50 come 


quily | 
and send Alastair Davis his ga 
from now on, anyone who does the dirty on a 


fig Tal 


felow Helpliner will be identu 


® Wild about D W 

AS an AA reader for the past 3+ years 
seen many bouquets and many bricks thrown 
May | please throw my bouquet 


| have 


Qn reading your write-up for Proscript in 
issue 55 [ sent off £15 for Proscript and PD Disk 
1 (Desk). By what must have been return post | 
PD Disk 1] = Ll ages in excess, but 


After 


received 
no Proscript ipproximately ten days | 
Wrote to endure 
again, DY réetum post rroscript 
an apology. Also included was PD Disk 2 (free 


n for the delay 


7 Le, ees dl Pa 
about FIOSCTIPC afd, Vet 


writ 
Ee ib kae 


received 


of charge) a5 compensati 


[send this in the hope that you will publish 
Lt tO let readers see that the 


DW Sottware is second to none and that DW 





— iz Ki 
SGI Yice wines: hal 1¥ 


(David Wild) deserves all the support that can 
be given 
i a 1 


@ Oh, and another thing... 

What's this, another error? Yes, I'm referring to 
Cheat Mode AA55 and 56. The section titled 
THE MULTIFACE WAY. If I'm not mistaken, in 
Doth issues it is exactly the same, bar the 
th 6 text and the DICTUTeS around il 
Ha =— thought no-one would 
(Cobblers! — ed) 

Now that’s out of the way, I've been an 

vid follower and user of Amold for near six 
years (yes, | have ye olde chunky Keyboard). 
Dut it has served me well and ! think that the 
new version CPCs wi lease of life 
to the machine, as it Wil prove who needs an 
ST or Amiga for fast graphics and inflated soft- 
pnces. This is proved not only by 
Amstrad backing the machine further Dut also 
by the response that came from French users 
The article that you did on the CPC in France 
interesting an - shows there's still life in 
the ole yet (pardon the pun) 

My congratulations to Simon Lee (Reaction 
AA56) . agree with what he said about the 
argument that “My 6128 is better than your 
454° being even worse than the "My Amuga's 
better than your ST” debate 


| would also like to thank G W Heslington 


COIOUT of 


Me @ lew 


wale 


Was 


REACTION 


READERS IN DISTRESS 


® Armageddon Man plea 
[ have been searching for a 
entitied Armageddon ssa I have 
game on Commod assette but have 
to find it on Anweadc cassette 


cassette 


[ have toed numerous shops 

attempt = wi nout success — and have just 
about given up hope 
Lan you help me in any way? 

stan Wilson 
4 Criddle street 
salt Meadows 
Gateshead NES SAS 


AA: Armageddon Man was reviewed way 
back in AAZ6, Stan, which makes it aboul 
two and a half years old - no wonder you 


cant find Hf in ie shops! The best we can 


(Forum AA4gS r nis 


needed as | got it to work tw 


help, but it Was not 
o days alter send 


ine tne lett er ake 


Also for Gareth Watts (Forum AA55) | can 


supply a lightpen and a reasonable pen 


database ' dificil BASIC 
YOur OWN programs for LIU inc 


Make cheques payable to Mr&$ D Green. There 


to Lust i li gntpen in 


rei 
p&p. Please 


might be a slicht delay in delivery as | am a 


DUSY Deron and all pens are made to order 
One other thing. Can |... ([imes up - éd 


i r i 
bbe aT 
rEORIT 
= , © * Ly 
i a 
EY, 
5 i i] fl | | EF 
AA | i Mii: Vi Cr = t Li a ist Lui i ti Bal re Pa 
1 i = 
[ 1 I La La Mi [ ter ai] ne Wwe Ta La el 


PP. ic I | # 
iJ Here. cf] al 5 éfali Vi) La Al L 


® Colourful correction 
Ve JLT 


tho, ale Moe arses 
the old CP/M warhorses - 


= a, Pret j | Pa GT me 7 Aa 
all-new Buyers G Uide 15 Gut Of touch. All 


Nemrwnorn elcr Se fj iy 
and Supércaic 2 —- can lake advantage of the 
a c 5 


Star LC-10's colour capability 


In rhe case #} Newwo rd and qhasea I} 4 
simple colour definition file has to be included 


a 


at the start of the documento! Ete 
‘tl 5, = | —— = : =, _ — f = _ = ay 

aupercaic 2 needs to have the contro: coaes 
ee ee ra = A - at 4 gis ilaaiy ee is aly i hy ee 7, 
included in an eAecute (.AQT) file so colour 


ee eee oe fe Te ta. a eslan ered ey cual T Y ees ee 
| ~~ LJt WSU Easily with oly, an Lo Leb! 


Ln ft he 0G Tam run 1 Tit der supercalc rie 


oe rey is 


ALA On. Sul @ Kne 7 Vi t jat Ahem 


® Matrix on tape 

Just to let you Know that MLATRIA 15 also avail: 
| tape (£29.95) as well as disk as shown 
And as from May 6th ow 


phone number will be 081 861 


anle on 
In the buyers Guide 
1166 (even if we 


haven t corrected our notepaper!) 


E wv Fae 7 
eter Valve 
airs os Pee li F r 
A La Elite & ai’ 


hry Li r Th) a Fa Pe 
Pildeira YO) Cf ves Nl Lik 2 de 


Lan anyone oul there | al f 


@ Missing manual 


have recently purchased a CPC 46 


a TiediWel | Want 10 Know il 

cOaTe bu Can te] TT] a] ar Fy ir Tr oF 

Pere © | ee ee it ‘Latah Lay | 
rs Fr Vier F a= 


7 ra 2 ria] Type 


ins 5 = ae! in of 
ar Mom. Gari Reed er | Send id Ate E C A 107 : 


iT 
tie LS 


Clifford Farr 

74 Seymer Road 
Romford 

Essex RM1 4LA 


AA sia You know the routine by 
Anva MTE ape rif 7 ak Li dal. a] fo 


address 


‘Tmuleg 
nuv 


Thank you 





i H an ff 
a 


AA: Tell you what. You fix your notepaper anc 


cape i) doar tiem Geass saan fa oF oo. Le 
we U fix the Buyers Guide. No? OR, [ quess |! 'd 


hartor mn foreh the Tinnes 
Detter 7o feten te TiIppex 


@ Defender er 
of the Crown 
over here? 


ar Fi iD om a, 
After reading you [ a Ee 


ture in AAS6, The 

French Revolution I 
would like to ask if there 
ire ssiCaany=ssésplans ~=— for 


here in 
England, because my inend 
Aen, CPT 
Altar oS] 


good 


Py eg i ha or ra 
Es be ee DLE Ls 


and ii JOOKS really 


PAT) Wonodenno 





eee ee eee 
rinagrecee it Was avallable on 
the Amstrad until | saw it in 
the article. If there are no plans 
to sell it over here, can you please give me the 


to Duy a 


acidress so that | can contact them 


9y Straight from them in Frat 


| Silt ee hat LPO) Shi 


As a, 2 , a a a 
Fa on | EVell as We SDE LA, we aline i Delig 


Uh; Soft, You'l] see 


ransiated by pee hers 
the definiuve review in AA as soon a5 we can 


Ded, Sl€al OF DOITOW & COpy ourselves 


Helpline is free! 

Are you looking for a game that's no 
longer in the shops? Have you got a 
piece of hardware with no instructions 


of manual? If you're in a fix and dont 
Know where to turn. send a note to 
Helpline, AAs free readers’ page - 
alter all, there are 35,000 readers out 
there who might be able to heip.. 
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Feeling helpful? Just send your 

name, address, phone number (say if 

you don't want it printed) and subjects on 
which you're offenng help to: Helpline, 
Amstrad Action, Beauford Court, 30 Mon- 
mouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2AP. Please 
write on a postcard or the back of a stuck 
down envelope and keep it short or you 
won't get in (or you'll get cut to ‘load- 
sagames'). 

If you want help contact the appropnate 
Helpliner - not us. By post include a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope for the reply - 
or you won't get one. And phone only in 
decent hours! 

Piracy is not welcome: don't try it, you'll 
get booted off. Keep it legal. And if you 
receive SAE’s, for heaven's sake return them 
with some acknowledgement. Finally, if you 
want to come off Helpline just write in and 


lam an 18 year old 6128 owner looking for a 
penpal, especially in NZ or Australia. I'm inter- 
Sted in games, tape to disk transfers and pro- 
gramming in BASIC and simple machine code 

C Young, 66 Te Arhoa St, Hamilton, New 
Zealand. 


Is there anyone willing to sell a Multiface II for 
half the price (or less)? I need one desperately 
and | can't afford the full price. 

Kenneth Scicluna, 8 Bastion Str, Fgura, 


6128 on disk, penpal wanted. Age 12. Willing 
lo swap and lend games and cheats. 

Casey Jonkmans, 11, de Beauvoir Terrace, 
Jerbourg Rd, St Martins, Guernsey, CI. 


Hi - My name is Peter Moller Hansen. | would 
like to swap demos from other countnes. I've 
got a lot myself, please write or call. 

P M Hansen, Kirkeve; 153 2791, Dragor, 
Denamrk. Tel: 31 53 06 92. 


Desperately seeking (no, not Susan, | already 
have!) all information about selfmade hard- 
ware. Help given on mouse adaptors, printer 
digitizers ect. Also wanted: User demos and 
penpals. Everyone gets reply (or Emma B - 
RIP — will get me) 

Peter Captijn, ‘'t Biezenweite 90, 6932 HL 
Westvoort, The Netherlands. 


I need Vortex F1X or new BASF 6139, Micro- 
genic Eprom Programmer + expansion board 
DR Graph, Carrier Command, AA 1, 2, 16, 43, 
25-28. Will swap respectively with: Amstrad 
FD1 + Sony Datacorder and lead for 6128, RDS 
communicator, Amstrad CP/M + book, AA 4, 
8, 9, 21. Penpals wanted from anywhere! 
Maurice Homan, Eernewovdeweg 30, 6853 Y 
G Arnhem, Netherlands. 


Does anybody know how to kill Hydra and the 
woman who tums into a Harpy in Myth, or 





has anybody got any cheats or 
pokes for the game (the tape ver- 
sion). Please write. 
32 Tower Close, Bassingbown, Nr Royston, 
Herts, S5G8 5JX. 


Desperately seeking Rainbird'’s Advanced 
Music System. If you can help please contact 
me. 

Adrian Hopkins, Ribydene, Hunts, Hibal- 
stow, Brigg, South Humberside DN20 9EH. = 
0652 55068. 


Penpals wanted, I own a 464 and have for 
over three years. Age 13-16, preferably female 
(Dut it doesn t matter!). Interested? 

Karl Henderson (15), 45 Conyers Ave, South 
Pelaw, Chester-le-Street, Co Durham, DH2 
2HH. 


Posse de nombreux jeux et utilitaires pour 
Amstrad 6128? Cherche correspond anglais 
parlant Francais. 
Roger Lorrain, 23 Route de Fretterans, 71270, 
Pierre de Brese. 


AA22 and 46 for sale, penpal wanted 10-13 
male or female. 464 + plus disk drive owner 
with loadsgames and pokes 

38 Crestwood Gardens, Northampton, NN3 
4TZ. 


Has anyone got Hock and Wrestle on tape to 
sel] or swap. Got some cheats, pokes, codes 
ect. 

Colin Mulholland, 40 Carrington St, Raven- 
hill Rd, Belfast, BT6 8GF, NI. 


Wanted: War in Middle Earth for 6128 disk. 
Andrew Lake, 4 Fairfew, Main Rd, Bamford, 
Sheffield, $30 2AY. Tel: 0433 516 43. 


Cheats DESPERATELY needed for Football 
Director, also Platoon and Combat School on 
budget. Has anyone got a copy of TT Racing 
Sim by Power House? Good price paid. Unique 
cheat given for Chase HO 

William Huddleston, 1 Millwell Park, Inner- 
leithen, Borders, Scotland, EH44 6JF. 


I need PD software for my PD library (CPD). | 
already have over 200 programs (SAE for 
details) but it isn't enough. I will return your 
cassette with PD on it fl use your programs 
Alan Scully, CPD, 119 Laurel Drive, Green 
Hills, East Kilbride, Glasgow G75 9TG. Tel: 
03552 24795 - pm Monday to Thurs. 


Has anyone got Annals of Rome on tape? Your 
reasonable price paid. 

Bredan McGoldrick, 14 Curley Hill, Strabane, 
Co Tyrone, NI, BT82 8LP. 


Wanted: plans for a robot arm. Also I have 
pokes, maps, hints for loadsagmes, send SAE 
+ 20p. Money back if I can't help. Does anyone 
have any speech programs? Vill pay. 


Nicholas J Pye, Euroa Villa, Shore Rd, 
Tighnabruaich, Argyll, PA2Z1 ZBD. 


Does anyone have a copy of BASIC Program- 
ming for the Amstrad Computers 464, 664 
and 6128 by Wynford James - published by 
Micropress 1985 - for sale? 

C Russell, 57 Brookside, § Harrow, Middx, 
HA2 JAW. 


AA's for sale: 19, 21, 38, 40, 42, 43, 44, 49, 50, 
53. Also need help on Tombstowne 

Zac Taylor, 11 Tabernacle Rd, Hanham, Bris- 
tol, BS15 3DZ. Tel: 0272 611 966. 


Is anyone willing to help me understand my 
CPC, who lives in or around Eltham? I play 
games Dut want understand my CPC better. 
Sue (25), 12 Cedric Rd, New Eltham, London, 
SES. 


Help! Can anyone sell me a copy of AA Cheat 
Mode Book One for a reasonable price? 


Bobby Ketters, 26 Heron Close, Ayton, Wash- 


ington, Tyne and Wear, NE38 0EJ. 


Please. please can you help. Has anyone got a 
copy of the CPC Promotional Pack. Games 
Pack [f? | will pay a good price 

Carlton Young, 189 Westgate, Almondbury, 
Huddersfield, HD5 8XN. 


Help wanted on: Wizard Willy, Rampage. 
Side Arms and Aimwolf for CPC 464 

Mark Roberts, 72 Vincent Gardens, Sheer- 
ness, Kent, ME12 1XX. 


Penpals wanted from any country. 15 year old 
boy wants to exchange pokes and cheats. 
Must also like music, sport and have other 
interests. 464 only. No SAE required 

Jan-Fei Li, 26 Kirton Close, Tilehurst, Read- 
ing, Berkshire, RG3 2NS. 


Who wants to sell me GAC then? Just give me 
a tinkle on the blower (the phone) and make 
me an offer, or slap a few words on a bit o' 
paper ‘n send ‘em down to - 

Mark Berbezier, 47 Lakeen Rd, Intake, Don- 
caster, South Yorkshire, DN2 5HB. Tel: 0302 
323266. 


Can I please, please, please have a tape poke 
for Gryzor that | can type in myself? 

Vikram Hirani, 11 Chippenham Ave, Wemb- 
ley, London, HAS 6NH. 


BASIC programs wiitten or debugged or 
altered to your requirements — contact me for 
details. | would also like programs which can 
be used in a Mini PD. 

Corran Musk, Sunbank House, Lossiemouth, 
Moray, ['V31 6Rz. 


Help wanted on Ghosts 'n' Goblins, Ghouls 


'‘n’ Ghosts, Robocop, Renegade and billions (7) | 


of others. Also female penpal (11-13) wanted | 


to lend and swap games etc. Must have a 
464, ike pop music, Viz and comedy. I am 12. 
Ryan McGovern, 20 Chesterfield Ave, Great 
Western Rd, Kelvindale, Glasgow, Giz OBL. 
Tel: (041) 334 9940 6-10.30 pm any day. 


ay ee 
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have to do is get them working together 

Ao 
have fughly developed Multimedia systems 
They use high density-storage media — such as 
compact discs — to store the photographic-qual 


are capable of displaying. No amount of techni 
cal tinkering will get the CPC to display a pic 


ware. Everything you need is there — all you 


Posh computers like the Apple Macintosh 


ity images that their high resolution screens 





‘Multimedia’ is destined to 

become the new computing buzz- | 
word of the ‘90s. Amstrad Action | 
busts through all the jargon,and =f 
finds out exactly where yourCPC 
fits in... 


ultimedia is a very fancy word for 
something very simple. Video, sound 
Ya and computensed graphics are all dil- 
ferent ‘media which traditionally simply 
haven't mixed — until now. People are. howev 
er, cottoning on to the immense potential ol 
computers aS a ‘clearing house [for informa- 
tion, with databases consisting not just of text 


records, Dut digitised pictures and even sam- 





pled sound. More than that, computers are 


= 


, HOW an integral part of 
" movie and TV produc 
M tion. There can't be 
many TV logos not 
» generated by comput 
ler first before being 
recorded onto video - 
Fone of the oldest ‘mul- 
| imedia applications 


Multimedia on 
your CPC? 


FLICK hrough the 
pages of the computer 
weeklies, and chances | 





are youll find an in-depth article on the sub- 
lect. The 16-bit magazines can barely contain 
ther excitement about it. But has this ‘new 
technological breakthrough come about 
through the advance in power that only these 
powerul upmarket machines can offer? 
No! The concept of multimedia has 

been around on the CPC for years 

it just went under a different 
name. All the necessary com- 
ponents that multimedia con- 
sists of already exist. Video 
Can be imported, pictures 
can be scanned, sound can 
be sampled and the CPC can 
even speak, with the nght soit 
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= 


ture of that quality. Nevertheless, the resolu 


@ E-Fit in action. Do you . 
recognise this man? 










tion's not that bad, and it's 
pereciuy capable of show- 
ing recognisible objects on 
screen. However, 10 full 
Screen pictures will fill an 
ordinary Amstrad disk. For 
greater storage capacity, 3.5 
Inch GiskK arrives — available 
Irom many CPC suppliers 


may DO a wise investment! 





® Dragon's Lair, the 








GRABBING 
THOSE IMAGES 


The VE Gigitiser {rom Ghd isigot new. It's 


been aun 


oe (our years iow, This 
WONdERILY GGWiCe TGCe Ha Inf Tam any 
video SOUureh. It could a woed Gamera, ior 
| XAMple, allowing You 1) CATE MCiures oF 
| Your Triends and real OB/ECIS. A Video 
Lassette Recorder, on (ne other hand, qives 
you ihe advantage of being able to grab stills 
rom Glaae Runner just the thing for the hi 


ch imagery (hal multimedia thrives or 


ine lack GOxX Of ticks -oluds into he back 


of your CPC, and ita a video lead plua: 
into the back of (he Br ihe a ccompanying 
Toms. A bunch of 
IoAS allows vou le cUSiOm-cesiqn your own 
IOOTaMNS, And & PRO Prhdram iets 
you qrab the stufl Thom tne guise Operating 
Lreally 1S a dodol@agust BOIL ihe camera (oO! 


play your video) and Vou fe olf The camera 


IMAGE SCANNING 


rie 


fines, gees updated continously Of-serean. and 


—itheepn ast and of ighthses-at Ine image can 
B6 alterey: with the mone int | real (ime. When 
the Inrinig@'y 0 want is OOSRGRERN you Can sin 

ply Saieeoab and the captired image can 
be saved to digk or dumped to a printer 

mages Can he grabbed in all three modes 
Moda Two provides.the better resolution, but 
ha Gitar modes aiow colour grabs. Not true 
CONUS, Mund, BUTT d06e allow you to shade 
[he piGtures In grey scales. Four-colour grabs 
arquanly provide he: beSt trade-off. Full 
COMMUN IS |US>8 NSS, While mono is a bil 
plain 

The Roes SUNDRIED provide abel atts | 
opportunity. Several demo program Spal vee 
the ASAS come on the disk, with examiner CH 
Selecting frames and animating them, aid 
PSHncing-a teal lime image around the 
sGRBON 

Va comes (rom Rombo Productions, 6 
Fairbalig Rona Rirkion North, Livingston 
Scotland, EMS@ 67S. Tet 0506414631. Price is 
r69.945 


@ The 4455 cover given 
the Dart Scanner treat- 
ment. Not bad, eh? 
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adm. 


VIDEO 


— 


Graphics are the mainstay of any 
multimedia system. But before they 
Can De displayed, you needa some 
way of gettin 
CPC. You could draw ‘artist's impres 
sions with an art package, but mul- 


gq the pictures into the 


timedia is all about incorporating 
real images 
Methods for getting pictures [rom 


the Real World into computers are 

® Digitising involves taking a 
video image and converting it into 
1xels, Point a Camera at your sub- 
ject, and ‘grab’ it into memory 
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® Scanning consists of ‘reading’ an image 
into the computer from a piece of paper (or 
similar). Photographs, drawings, in fact any- 
thing that’s flat(ish) can be scanned 

The CPC can do both! From Rombo, up in 
ocoulland, comes the Video Digitiser — Vidi, to 
its frends. This clever little unit can take a 
video signal from a camera or a VCR and grab 
those images straight into your CPC 
Meanwhile, Dart Electronics offers the Image 
ocanner a box which sits on your printer head 
as it scans a page, and which turns printed 
Matter into pixels. 

Art packages are great for manipulating 
images gained by either of these methods. It’s 
all very well having your digitised’‘scanned pic- 
ture on disk, but you may want to Include text 
or just tidy up the rough edges. Adding extra 
limbs, removing unwanted hair and superim 
posing sheep becomes a doddle. (Er, see mé in 
my office later — ed.) 

Once you've got a nice clean image into 
your CPC, what do you actually do with 

it’? There aren't actually any commer 

% cially-available multimedia packages on 
the CPC. About the closest thing to It 
are DTP packages like as Stop Press. 
Here you are able to load images into 
the computer, mix them up, paste them 















7 onto pages and surround them with text 


A practical project... 
For true multimedia-style results on youl 


CPC, a bit of programming ts called for — for 


example, & program that allows you to 
explore topics rather like an encyclopaedia 


The user must be able to wander through the 
information at ease, rather than plod througn it 
In a set order. And lor Heavens sake, Make it 
interesting — lots of animated sequences and 
Sampled squawks. Who knows, maybe in a 
P : 


ae re  — —_— 
ition of [ype-ins 


ih@ mag and we Greak your arms 





itle your ow! 


"ibe 


teve Harris, of Carshalton, Surrey. has 

come up with this alarmingly simple yet 

astomshingly clever system. His rather 
spiffing project allows you to add titles to 
videos rather like the dialogue frames in those 
old sient movies. Instead of having to hold up 
a tatty bit of cardboard in front of the camera, 
you can use your CPC to port the text — even 
graphics — directly onto video tape 

The possibilites are endless. Family videos 
are probably the most hkely candidate for 
titling. That boring video of your sister's wed- 
ding, for example, could be livened up no end 
With a liberal scattering of captions and a brief 
run-clown on exactly what your sister did get 
up to during that funny weekend in Tunbridge 
Wells with the MD last August. 

And the use of video techniques is increas- 
ing in Many areas — sales presentations and 
training courses are using the new technology 
more and more. Professional effects like the 
fades should slicken up any production. 

The home movie-maker will benefit, too 
Imagine the extra veneer of professionalism 
that'll come from a whole list of credits at the 
start of each of your creative efforts! Imagine 
the thnll buzzing through your audience as a 
screen comes up listing all 137 interesting 
Sights you recorded for posterity dunng your 
seven-day stay in Benidorm 


How does it work? 

Well, for the compiete technical run-down, 
who better to do the explaining than Steve 
himsellf...7 


The CPC range of computers has a standard 
video output. Connection to the monitor is pro 
vided by way of a 6-pin DIN connector, which 


permits the following signals to travel from 


videos! 
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= See me 


VIDEO 


THIS 1 


LEAD 1N4148 


(OUTER) 


FRONT VIEW 
OF PLUG 


~~ Front View 











FRONT VIEW 
OF SOCKET 


(Both viewed from front of pins) 


PAGE ORDER DESCRIPTION 


191 XR26D Multi-Core 6-Way 
191 XR29G Brown Low-loss Coax 
158 HH17T BNC Plug 50 


167 HH29G 
168 HH45Y 
381 QL&05 


DIN Plug 5-Pin C 


1N4148 Signal Diode 





EACH QTY 


0.52 


0.24 
1,28 
0.28 
0.04 


g-ccce- 
= 


With Maplin you must add £0.75 handling charge for goods under £10 and £0.75 postage and packing, 


bringing the total to: 


£5.14 


own required length, as coax is expensive. 


the computer to the monitor via the relevant 


a oll 
aa oe ey 


Red-Green-Blue [RGB 

Ssyne-Lum-Gnd (Synchronisation, 
LUMInance, 
round/Earth) 


® The RED, GREEN and BLUE signals pro- 
vide information about the respective colour. 

6 STNG 1 signal provides a pulse which 
keeps everything in ‘data 

® The LUM : signal provides the monitor with 
Dnghtness and contras 

® The GND signal is a Ground/Return for all 


other signals 


How the software works 

The software works in a very simple way. To 
fanous questions are aiei of the 
user: HOW Many screens, dee fade etc. Once 
the initial input is completed, the program 
begins sequencing the screens in the following 
manner: (With the venetian blind effect, the 


Start With, 
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screens are loaded one after the other without 
any fading, swapping etc.) 

A. The whole screen is cleared and the back: 
ground is changed to black and the pen to 
black. Effectively, nothing is seen. 

B. After the pre-determined delay, the first 
screen is loaded into an area of memory not 
used by the screen, ie. into a hidden area. 

C. Then, determined by the effect (here we'll 
use fade swap), the image 1s swapped [rom the 
hidden memory to the screen memory, Dut it is 
not yet seen because the pen colour is that of 
the background colour 

D. Now, slowly, the pen colour changes from 0 
to 1, 1 to 2 etc, up to 26. 0 = black, 25 = white 
So, as the pen colour increases, s0 does the 
brightness 

E. When the pen colour is above U, the image 
appears to be getting stronger, until a normal 
image is seen 

F. The next screen will now be loaded into the 
hidden memory area, while the displayed 
Screen remains wntouched. 

G. The whole process is now reversed. The 


pen colour decreases until it reaches 0. Almost 
instantaneously, the screen images are 
swapped and then faded back up, creating a 
very professional effect from a simple piece of 
soitware 


A source of inspiration? 

I have many video cassettes containing various 
recorded TV programmes, To give them a more 
professional look, I considered buying an 
Amiga (!) for titles. But | was sure that my 
good old Amold would come to the rescue, so 
the lead and program followed. Adding title 
and hi-fi music to the videos qame an excellent 
effect 


Future developments 
[ have a video with a Euroconnector (SCART) 
socket on the rear. This socket utilises the 
direct Red, Green, Blue, Sync, Lum and Ground 
signals. These signals can be connected direct- 
ly from the computer to the video. This gives a 
perfect colour picture, better than that of the 
Amstrad Modulator 

Colour software is at the moment being 
developed, but due to the manner in which the 
black and white version operates, the colour 
version Will be without the facde-in/out option, 
having instead just a straight swap of screens. 
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What's the only way of transfer- 
ring files from a CPC to a PC and 
vice versa? Via a serial lead, 
right? Wrong! ADAM WARING 
examines three utilities that lets 
you read from and write to those 
3.5-inch floppies directly... 


in the working day to accomplish all 
those jobs you're supposed to. It happens 
to us all. Maybe you need to finish off that set 
of accounts. Perhaps your report has to be on 
the boss's desk first thing. Or it could be that 
you've got into the swing of things and want to 
carry on while the momentum is still there. 

You can always work late at the office — but 
that's certainly not an ideal solution. Working 
at home may well be the answer. The only 
problem is you use a PC at work, while at 
home it's down to your trusty CPC to provide 
the computing power It's an age-old dilemma. 
Just how do you get those Wordstar files from 
your PC into your CPC? 


Tied down by cables? 

An RS232 link is one answer. Stick a cable from 
one computer to the other and - with the nght 
software - file transfer becomes a doodle. The 
problem, though, is that you need both 
machines to be sat next to each other on the 
desk. It would mean taking your CPC to work 
with you every time you wanted to transfer 
data. Not a very practical solution 

Well, how about using a modem? Distance 
doesn't matter with these - a normal telephone 
line serves as your link. Modems are a bit on 
the expensive side, though, especially as you 
need two - one for each machine. And some- 
one has to stay behind to actually operate the 
office computer whilst transferring the data. 
Ho hum. 

What's really needed is to be able to take 
your work home with you. Actually putting the 
data in your briefcase and bringing it back on 
the bus. A disk is the obvious solution, but no 
matter how hard you try, you won't get the PC 
disk to fit into your Amstrad's drive. At least 
not without causing extensive damage... 

There is a physical difference between the 
types of disks the two machines use. The CPC 
uses the 3-inch standard. These have the 
advantage of having two distinct sides. It's 
effectively two disks in one — all you need to do 
is flip the disk over. A disadvantage is that the 
storage Capacity just isn't enough for machines 
like the PC, The PC uses higher density $.25- 


S ometimes there just arent enough hours 





inch or 3.5-inch disks. They can be fomatted to 
JOUK, (20K and the latest advances are seeing 
over a megabyte stored on a single disk. J.5- 
inch drives are rapidly replacing the older 5.25- 
inch format. The smaller disks are sturdier and 


more reliable than their predecessors. 

Second plug-in drives have been around for 
a long time for the CPC, in both 3.5 and 5.25- 
inch denominations. In order for the CPC to use 
a second drive, however, it really needs an 
extended Disk Operating System. The built-in 
DOS on the CPC can only cater for the standard 
178K formats. To realise the full potential of 
these higher capacity dnves. a new DOS avail- 
able for the CPC allows formats of up to B00K. 
However the PC still uses a rather different for- 
mat to the CPC - even when a new DOS is 
installed. So even though your PC disks now fit 
into the drive, they will be meaningless to your 
computer, 

Howevt, three software packages claim to 
have the answer. They're all PC file transfer 
utilities, and all aim to make that working from 
home ideal a reality. 


The Contenders 

® Romantic Robot's offering has been around 
for quite a while, but has Deen disguised by 
the fact that it comes in a compilation of utill- 
ties. RODOS Extra costs just a tenner — but you 
need to have the RODOS HOM to use it in the 


PC HISTORY 


The CPC is a very powerful home computer. It is 
capable of running the tasks that business 
machines costing many times the price are 
designed for. Walk into virtually any office, though, 
and chances are that there won't be a CPC in 
sight. Instead, one type of computer dominates the 
offices of businesses all around the country. The 
IBM PC. 

The IBM PC first say the light of day way back 
in ‘82. In an age where the average home computer 
had 1K of memory, no colour, sound or graphics, 
the PC was revolutionary. The earliest machines 
had 128K of memory and a tape port. Those early 
efforts have since been superceded by larger 
memories, better displays and updated hardware. 
50 although the PC is not a very modern design, it 
has been constantly kept up to date. Indeed, a lot 
of the latest advances in computer technology will 
be found in the casing of the high-end PCs. 

The IBM PC and its flotilla of lookalikes is king 
in the commercial world. PCs are designed specifi- 
cally for business use. Their large memories allow 
them to store the vast amounts of data that busi- 


first place 

Mind you, to get any practical value from 
your high-capacity second drive you'll need an 
additional disk operating system anyway. After 
all, only using 178K of an 800K disk is rather 
Wastelul. There are a number of other utilities 
included on the disk, making it quite a bargain 
for existing RODOS owners 
@ Siren Software is the latest to provide a 
product in this field. Siren is well-known for its 
second drives. PC-Trans is a stand-alone prod- 
uct, and doesn't need any extra DOS to work. 
While it weighs in at a fairly hefty £24.95. it is 
likely that Siren will be offering an ‘all in one’ 
kit that includes one of its drives, an extended 
Disc Operating System and the PC-Trans utili- 
ty 
® Mult File Uulity is known as MFU to its 
friends and relatives. It hails from the 
Highlands of Scotland, where Moonstone has- 
been producing it for years. Moonstone has 
since been pursuing other markets, however. 
and has not actively been pushing the product 
recently. However, a deal between the compa- 
ny and WACC] - everybody's favourte user 
group - is on the verge of being signed 
Moonstone was selling the product for a whop- 
ping great fifty quid. Not exactly pocket money 
prices. However, WACCI is hoping to sell the 
product fora much reduced — and more realis- 
tic - price. 


nesses have to cope with. Hard disks are virtually 
standard on PCs. The machines are expandable, 
allowing add-ons to handle a variety of specialised 
uses. They also tend to be robust and reliable, 
which makes them suitable for the every-day bat- 
tering of the office enviroment. 

But if the PC is based on such an old design, 
why hasn't it been replaced by a more modern, 
better and cheaper computer? Surely abandoning 
the ancient technology would remove all the con- 
straints that are placed on the machine. The rea- 
son is simple: standardisation. There are so many 
PCs out there that it would mean replacing mil- 
lions of existing computers - plus large quantities 
of peripherals. In addition, business software is 
very expensive stuff. PC word processors can set 
you back hundreds. No one is going to throw all 
that away to buy a new machine, when the latest, 
fastest PC will continue to work with their existing 
hardware and software. That's why PC owners 
almost invariably upgrade to better PCs rather 
than any other format. 
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FILE TRANSFER 
WHERE TO GO 





RODOS Extra @ £9.95 (Needs RODOS at £29.95 
lo work) @ Romantic Robot @ 01 200 B870. NB: 
RODOS is often bundled with second drives - 
phone around for (he best deal 


Sec eee COR CEL Bca eee: 
1831 


Multi File Utility @ Price to be arranged @ WACCI 
@ 081 698 1090 





Results 

As a bench test, we used each system to trans- 
fer an identical 10K text file from the CPC onto 
a 3.5-inch PC disk. The timings were from the 
last Key being pressed to the program coming 
up with the ‘file transferred’ message 

A look at the table shows that there's very 
lite between the Multi File Utility and the 
PC-Trans programs. RODOS Extra lagged way 
behind, taking over five minutes for a job that 
took the others a matter of seconds. The rea- 
son is that Extra is written in BASIC. And 
unfortunately, it's just too slow to useable. It's 
OK for the occasional transfer, but for requilar 
use, forget it. 

PC-Trans is very easy to use. The disk con: 
sists of three programs, PCREAD, PCWRITE 
and PCFORMAT. Run any of the programs and 
you are presented with a simple list of options. 
You're not told about sectors, step sizes, or any 
technical information. All you see is a nice sim: 
ple front end, while program gets on with the 
complicated bits 

Now although PC-Trans showed a fair turn 
of speed writing to a PC disk, it must be said 
that reading from a disk was a totally different 
Kettle of fish. The PUREAD program is on a par, 
speed-wise, to RODOS Extra 

Writing to the disk is much quicker, but 
that too has limitations. You have a Maximum 
of just twelve files on a disk. Even worse, you 
can only write to disks that have been format- 
ed with the program PCFORMAT. You cannot 
write to disks formatted on a PC. And thougn a 
PC is able to read a disk written by PCWRITE, 
it is not a true PC disk. If you try and save to 
the disk from the PC, you'll corrupt files wmit- 
ten by PCWRITE. Now this is annoying and 
limiting. Take home your PC disk and you can 
copy the files across from it. But you need to 
re-format another disk before you can send 
them back again 

Transfering PC data is just a tiny part of the 
talented Multi File Utility's capabilities. The 
main purpose of the program is to transfer 
CPM programs from other formats onto 3-inch 
disk. This opens up a whole spectrum of previ- 
ously unavailable CPM software. It caters for 
Wirtually every type of format under the sun. It 
comes with an extensive manual explaining 
everything you ever wanted to know about 
disk formats (and plenty that you didn't), MFU 
is the fastest of all three programs when it 
comes to swapping files with the PC. It's quick 
at both reading and writing. Additionally, it 
caters for wildcards, so whole disks can be 
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copied in one go - a feat which neither of the 
other packages were capable of. MFU took just 
over two minutes to transfer a full CPC disk 
containing 31 files onto a PC disk. 


Conclusion 

RODOS Extra does the job, but only just. It's 
slow — far too slow for frequent use. Saying 
that, the package does offer a multitude of bits 
and pieces for RODOS owners, and for the 
occasional transfer it may be acceptable 

PC-Trans, though faster than Extra, is really 
a half-hearted attempt. The fact that you can 
only write to disks that have been formatted by 
the program cuts down its usefulness consider- 
ably. The 12-file limit too poses problems. It is 
the most straightforward of the three to use, 
but it still gives the impression of being 
bodged together. 

Multi File Utility stands head and shoulders 
above the competition. As well as allowing PC- 
CPC transfer, it offers a whole host of features. 
It is extremely competently programmed, and 
very comprehensive. If you intend to transfer 
data on a regular basis then consider no other. 
MFU is tops. 
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WHAT TYPE OF 


DATA? 


50 what kind of information will you be able to 
pass between the two machines? Well, you'll be 
able to transfer almost anything. However, that 
doesn't mean that you'll be able to make use of 
everything you port across... 

Different packages use different methods of 
storing data. Having Cardbox on the PC doesn't 


necessarily mean that you'll be able to use the 
records in your CPC database. 

Programs too can be transferred. However, 
you may as well as be speaking Greek as trying 


to run a Locomotive BASIC program on your PC. 


The ability to transfer information is one thing. 
Finding a use for it is another. 

Word processor files will probably be the 
most common candidates for file transfer. Both 


machines use the ASCII character set, and word 
processors on each can read ASCII files. 


TIME OUT 
Time taken to transfer a 10K file from CPC to PC 
disk: 


RODOS XTRA 
PC-Trans 
Multi File Utility 


316 seconds 
15 Seconds 
12 Seconds 















mo SIREN SOFTWARE 


For a limited period, we will be giving away a set of programs including a RAMDISC DRIVE program with every 3.5" disc drive pur- 
chased for your CPC computer. Other programs include a SECTOR EDITOR, DIRECTORY EDITOR & a FAST FORMATTER. This 
package normaly sells for £14.99, but we are giving it away FREE!! 


Our 80 track double sided 3.5" disc drive will allow you to store BO00K on a single 3.5° disc. The drive | , “2 
is a slimline TEAC mechanism (as used on the Amiga & Atari ST) & comes complete in a steel PRICES 
casing & unlike other drives, it has a custom designed built in power supply, on/off switch & a cable to 7 DIV 
|connect it to your 464/664/6128. We have 3 different operating systems which enable the CPC to i ame 
recognise the high capacity discs. Ramdos & Romdos both support CPM & AMSDOS and is highly RAMDOS foams set» 19.99 
recommended. RODOS does not support CPM & is only recommended if you have a specific use for sie BA eosia rsh sk 
t. Both ROMDOS & RODOS are supplied on ROM & therefore need a ROMBOX. 464 owners must |]BAARAB Se Beers Bo 
have a 1st disc drive before our 3.5" drives can be used. | Dey Gade Sac (hae 
— — ee 9) ee ) eee LM) 
SIREN SOFTWARE has been supporting the CPC market for nearly 6 years. We offer our customers |] PC-TRANS.......__.24.99 
unlimited product support during office hours, NOT JUST AFTER 2pm. All our drives have a 12 
months guarantee and we CAN supply a VAT receipt. SIREN SOFTWARE THE CPC EXPERTS. ALL PRICES INCLUDE 
VAT AND POSTAGE 
= IN THE U.K. 
PC-TRANS NOW AVAILABLE 


Transfer data from your CPC to a PC and vice-versa. ara 
Very easy to use. Only £24.99 . , 








J PLEASE SEND ME®- ......6.0cs0.ccecenee sda ehleid Saidaichwde eddie cide Lae E TiN eeeoeua ene: iit nccamaawebeecs | 
IMy computen isa CPC 464 664 6128 Please circle the model of computer i 
I ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/MY CAEGIT CARD NUMBER IS | 
p NAME: ene Sinwueaes See REE EN KERR RE CREE ee eee ee We oak ha ae EEE 00 ARE ee : 
| ADDRESS:.......... | err éakRRERERS Fried eek ede A ae ode a aes eWeek ek RAD | 
L scmpseammnen voces eens ecb atesttny eee | ni) | 
, SIREN SOFTWARE, 64. 86 PRINCESS ST., MANCHESTER Mi 6NG TELEPHONE ORDERS ON 061 228 1831. FAX 061 228 1831 





lt is the 5th anniversary of the release of Maxam, the The ROMBO ROM box can also be supplied at an 





first ROM based program tor the CPC, additional cost of just £20 if one or more program is 
To celebrate this occasion Arnor are having a sale olf being purchased. We are unable to supply the ROMBO 
CPC products for the first time. separately, 
Everyone knows that our ROM software is the best Please note that il Maxam 1.5 and Protext are purchased 
business and utility software for the CPC, so we will then Maxam is not needed. 
: just give you the PHCes : Number of ROMs orice without Romeo price with Rombea 
All 7 Arnor ROMs are available at special prices and e95 g45 
_ |} additional savings may be made by buying more than “ £40 £60 | 
inal |} one proman, ine programs are: a E60 £20 
3 =oNaeiaE ch £75 £95 


Prospell Maxam 1.5 
Promerge Plus BCPL 

f Utopia 

, | “naan So RR Pe eee 


ORDER FORM - Send to: Arnor (AA), 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough Name 


£90 eae 
100 L140 





Please send me indicate where aooucable) PE? SHA Address Ve ee ee 
43 ROMBO 3PROTEXT | 
4] J PROSPELL 1 PROMERGE 4 | 
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Simple plug in memory expansion gives instant 
extra memory. 


Features bank ewitching software for casy use by 


the programmer or for use as o data storage areca. 


The software also features some extra BASIC 
commands. 


64K unit expands 464 to 128K. The 256K unit 
takes your 6128 to a massive 320K!! 
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64K unit brings 464 up to CPC 6128 memory 
configuration making a much larger software base 
available, Will work straight off with many 
programs designed for this unit (including OCP 
Art Studio - ace Ad.,). 

Ideal for use with the CPM 2.2 etc. 


All bank switching done automatically by 
supplied software (cassette 464 - disk 6128). 





64K FOR 464 


256K FOR 464 OR 6128 





MUSIC MACHINE 
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This casy to use Speech 
Synthesiser includes a powerful 
Stereo Amplifier and two Pod 
Speakers which are an enormous 
improvement on the sound 
supplied by the internal mono 
speaker. 


Speech output is monorial but 
directed to both speakers. 
Booster gives stereo to computer 
internal sound output. 
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Using the SPO/256 Speech Chip 
the unit haa an almost infinite 
vocabulary. 

Text to speech software is provided 
in ROM to make speech output 
simplicity itself, 

Voicing is transparent to the user 
and the computer can carry on 
with other program tasks. 


464 of 6126 (Please state which) 


AMS 3 


(PLEASE STATE) 





The RAM Music Machine is probably the most exciting 


music add-on available for any computer. 


It's « fall sound sampling system 
allowing any sound to be recorded 
digitally into computer RAM. Once 
stored the sound can be replayed 
at different pitches with many 
varying effects. 

It's an echo chamber & digital 
Various sampled sounds are 
provided to get you going. 

The Music Machine can be used os 


easily produce more of your own. 
The powerful software allows you 
to compose tunes from Individual 
bars of music. You can edit on 
acreen & Save /Load sounds. 
instruments & rhythms. 


oy ceo ceca oan Bow cet yay 


one 


=A = 


—— SSS Se 


Complete Lightpen and graphics 
system lets you create a whole 
range of effects on screen. 


It can magnify, shrink, colour fill 
and create circles, rectangles, lines 
and curves. 


Pictures can be edited at pixel 
level using a ecratch pad which is 
magnified to full screen. 


Ficture storage and retrieval, and o 
pen calibration feature. 
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The Ram Music Machine supports 
full MIDI In, MIDI Out & MIDI Thru. 
Output through your Hi-Fi or 
Headphones. Comes complete 
with Microphone. 

Use a foll size MIDI keyboard to 
play the Music Machine. 

Sounds produced by the Music 
Machine can be mixed with a MIDI 
Synthesiser's own sounds. 

On screen Sound Editor can 
produce MIDI data from your own 
compositions. 

No other product can offer so 
much in one unit - it's the total 
solution!! 


(Cassette) 
ADD £5 IF DISK REQUIRED 
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Printer dump utilities for Epson / 
Amatrad printers supplied (on 
cassette). 


Complete package - no more to buy, 


CASSETTE 


WITH SOFTWARE ON ROM - 
HOTHING TO LOAD 
464 or 6128 (Please state which) 





Cb lH, 
THE ULTIMATE 
GRAPHICS 


PACKAGE... 
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COMPLETE . | | | ; 
ies ADVANCED 
; i TM 
V Genius Mouse is a high resolution two button ART STUDIO 
mouse featuring optical counting, teflon guides, | —+ipion bisx For 464 OR 6128 | 
microswitches, rubber coated ball and high re ane pete niet nant mone Dae 
quality interface. i ——x_i 
Vy When combined with OCP Advanced Art Studio this graphics package is 
quite simply the best system available. The features are unmatched... 











vy Create an image - shrink it, expand | Pulldown/Icon driven menus for Pixel edit. font editor. flip, inwert. 
¥ it, move it, rotate it. copy it, v ease of use. W rotate, solid or textured fill and 
colour it etc., etc. . y Mouse operation. plus joystick and professional manual make 
keyboard control. Advanced Art Studio simply the 
Vv Spray patterns or shades, make N16 pens, & sprays, 16 brushes - so beat graphics package. 
elastic Lines - stretch and Y flexible anyone can create superb 
a ae Fea car cnt pacts ticittios tus 
ey soem ip to add detail in fas mode. “ Sent ocinter 6 , 4 


' System comes complete with the 
special Mouse Interface to allow 
super amooth control. 


Vv Attractively styled to match your 
464 or 6128 dealgn and colour. 


Vv Simply plugs into Expansion / 
Joystick Port. 





ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST 












ipa a 
Send cheques/POs made 


payable to 
“Datel Electronics” 











c= 
0782 744707 
24hr Credit 
Card Line 





SAVE OVER 


£25 











UK ORDERS POST FREE 
| EUROPE ADD £1 
OVERSEAS ADD £3 


PRICES SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS 
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by teiephone prior to wisit. 
















$0 MUCH AT SUCH A PRICE! 


J OCP ADVANCED ART STUDIO ALONE NORMALLY 
RETAILS FOR £25.00. THE MOUSE SYSTEM HAS A 
MORMAL PRICE OF £33.99. HOW YOU CAN BUY BOTH 
FOR ONLY £49.99 AND GET A MOUSE MAT AND HOLDER 
(worth £12.99) ABSOLUTELY FREE. 







Vv WE HAVE LIMITED NUMBERS OF THESE PACKS - 50 BUY HOW! 










DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND. 
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Five high speed 
=s3) pin printer modes. 
a a. erin me 
Recto Condes. Graft 
J draft Contemued, & Proofing. 
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Soltware to manage any type of Home Accounts. (6646128 DISC ONLY) 


Merny dineen fromm 12 ces. wit up 
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Ue feo dear drivers 1 teQuered 
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Limited Introductory offer of 
CHEQUE ’PO Payable to 
OSPREY SOFTWARE 
Allow 28 Days delivery 


670 choad each (2. to 
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Shetfield 
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800K ey PER DISC 


Because the 3'/9" disc is now the industry standard, their 
cost is getting lower all the time. CHECK OUR CURRENT 
PRICE! You can take advantage of this with our top brand 
TEAC 3'/9" drive. Using it together with either ROMDOS, 
RAMDOS or RODOS, you can store 800K of files on each 
disc, and without even having to turn it over. 

In its sleek white case the drive measures 4a mere 
63/4" x 4" x 11/4" (including its feet) and is supplied with 


6128 SYSTEM ROM (few left).........22.95 | NOTES- 
64k DKtronics RAM PACK...............44.95 
ROMDOS (rom) ... 29.95 
RAMDOS (disc) .......00000 isons essed 95 
Maxell brand 3” DISCS ........10 for 22.00 

20 for 40.00 
gall F -: |e. a 10 for 7.50 


please read 
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Ramdos is the only one of the 3 operating sysiems 
ihat will work in GPM. When buying Fomdos. the 
Ramdos dsc is also included. Hodos version 2.15 and 
Protext do not work together 

Please phone to confirm the availability before order- 


The Romboard Xtra is now sold out and no more will 
be produced due to the lack of availabiiity of the 6128 


BLITZ BASIC COMPILER 


AT LAST A FULL COMPILER FOR 
AMSTRAD LOCOMOTIVE BASIC 


Blitz can convert your BASIC programs into fast running machine code and 

so help you to achieve 4 more professional prochuct. Blitz is the fastest 

and most comprehensive BASIC compiler ever seen on the Amstrad CPC 
and will transform your programs within a few minutes 


With speed increases of up to 20 times Blitz will allow you to produce 
much quicker running programs whether they are graphical or just 
computational. It might well turn your slow running unplayable 
megadiaster game into a fast running supergame that will amaze you. 


| An example of a typical speed expected sm demonstrated by 4 graphical 

| benchmark program called “Night Sky" which is used by a well known ZB80 
assembler to show the speed code it produces:- 

BASIC 150 secs, PASCAL 22 secs, Blitz 15 secs, 280 code 8 secs. 


# Few restnctions and majority of 
Locomotive BASIC supported 

* Large size programs 4s it compiles 
to Gisc and not to memory 

# Integer / Real / Sting / 
mathematical functions 

# Protect your ideas by converting 
algorithms to machine code 


* Many compiler options allowing 
efficient use of memory 
* RSX commands giving more 
flexible access to the Bankmanager 
#* RSX commands to create and read 
files including headers 
* Detailed information and 
cemonstration programs included 
#@ RSA's supported allowing machine # Backups allowed and no royalties 
code routines to be linked in payable 
The Blitz compiler works ONLY on the CPC 6128 but the machine 
code it produces can be transferred to ANY of the 444 / 664 / 6198 computers 
Blitz BASIC Compiler - £19.95 incl P&P, Outside UK add £1.00 
Cheques or Postal Orders Payable to 5PM Software 


SPM SOFTWARE 
Dept AA, 32a Albert Street, Seaham, 
Co Durham, SR7 7LJ. 


79.95 


PLUS £3 CARRIAGE 


leads and power supply. All that you have to do Js plug 
it In ana use It. 
Please state 464, 664 or 6128 when ordering. This drive is 
NOT suitable as a 1st drive on the 464. 
"9 in 1" CPC-PC-C File transfe 
Transfer files and discs easily between your CPC and PC's! 
Moonstone's powertul utility now at half price! 

Only £24.95 inc. P&P 


















EPROM 
PROGRAMMER 


only £30 inc. p&p 


















Transfer your favourite programs 
(Basic/Machine code) onto rom. Programs 


30 for 20.00 | rom 8k, 16k; 21v and 122v eproms. Powerful 
3.5" LOCKABLE DISC BOX holds 40.....7.00 | '@ 9-5 disc Doxes will hold 3° discs but not as many but easy to use soltware, rom to rom 
PRINTER LEAD - 6’. 8.00 | The length of the Printer Lead is flexible. You may copy, editing, verification, single byte or 







carriage free on these items please add 50p per foot 





speciy the length required up to 6’. For longer lengths, 







block programming. 
Blank Eprom ............000.00.0.0.....£.50 


DEPT. AA, 212 DUDLEY HILL ROAD, 
BRADFORD, BD? 3DF. 


tel: 0274 636652 (after 2pm). 
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® Clip round the ear 
I was reading New Computer Express the 
| other day when I noticed a bit in the C64 col- 
umn (yuk). It said that it was possible to reset 
the computer by using a straightened paper 
clip on the correct pin. [s this possible on the 
CPC, as in the manual it does say that there is 
a pin set aside for reset? 


Daniel Oates 
Cambridge 








@® Which is the best ari package 
for your CPC? 





® Artist's impression 
lown a 6128 and I want to buy a good graphics 
package. I want one that has lots of features 
and one that can print out the image. I have 
heard of two graphic packages. They are the 
OCP Art Studio, and the CRL Image System. 
Please could you tell me which is better and 
what other packages there are and what they 
are like, | would like to point out that I am fif- 
teen and do not have a lot of money to spend 
I would also like to find out why I can't 
copy Mini Office 2 or Chase HO. I tried, and 
failed, using my CP/M disk. | used Diskit3 to 
make a copy of CP/M and it worked, but not 
with these two programs. 
Edward Griffiths 
Camberley 
Surrey 


It's perfectiy possible to add a reset switch to 
the CPC, I don't know about this paper clip 
business though, sounds a bit dodgy to me... 
You'd be far safer using a proper push 
button switch. It needs to be wired between 
pins 41 and 49 on the expansion port. Best to 
use a proper edge connector, rather than sol- 
dering directly to the circuit board, though. 





Both the CRL Image System and OCP Art 
Studio are excellent drawing utilities 

However, if you really want my opinion (and 
that's all it is —an opinion), then I'd advise you 
to go for Advanced Art Studio. It has a fnendly 


_ pointer system to select the options, making It 
| jdeal for Deginners 


Diskit3 is fine for copying standard disks, 


= but commercial products tend to use a non- 


standard format. The reason is to try to pre- 
vent people doing exactly what you're trying 
to do —- make copies of software. The software 
houses are concerned that if thei disks are 
easy to copy then they will be more readily 
pirated. 


@ All cut up 
Can you help me with my problem on my 
CPC and GT64 monitor 

My problem is with the monitor output 
plug and the wires within. When I bought 
the monitor and keyboard second hand, the 
monitor was not working. However, I was 
shown the keyboard working with another 
monitor and it worked fine. 1 have bought a 
6-pin plug, but don't know how to wire it up. 
Can you help? 

I went to the computer shops here, but 


cannot afford the £25-£50 they want to put it 


right. 
5 tephen F rydry ch 
Alloa 
Scotland 


You are sure that this monitor is actually in 
working order once you've connected the 
plug. aren't you Stephen? 

There's a diagram in the manual, 
explaining the monitor pin-outs. Let me 
guess, being a second hand machine, it 
came without one. 








@ A bit short 
I have just purchased a Star LC10 (mono) print- 
er for my CPC464 and have so far worked out 
how to use control codes. When I came to do 
graphics on it I found it would not print out the 
top dot in a column, I then printed out a hex 
dump and have found that the computer is not 
sending the number 128 (hex 80) to the printer, 
but it sends other numbers OK. I have looked 
at the computer manual but it just states that 
some computers alter the values of certain 
codes 

Please could you tell me if the computer is 
at fault, and if] can do anything about it. 

Birmingham 


The CPC's printer port is an industry standard 
Centronics parallel interface. Well, not quite 
standard. While Centronics uses eight pins to 
relay information, the GPC only has seven. Its 
one wire short of a full cable. The effect of all 
this ig that the CPC cannot send numbers 
greater than 128 to the printer Anything 
above that number will simply come out with 
128 subtracted from it. 

It can be fixed, though. For the sum of 
£19.55, KDS Electronics can supply you with a 
full 8-bit printer port. Call 04853 2076. 


® Thanks for the compliment 
Please help me! | have recently acquired an 
Amstrad 6128 having decided to advance (?) 


VIEWED FROM AEAA 


Having been denied permission to dis- 
sect our monitor cables here. I'm going to 
have to rely on a certain amount of quess- 
work. 

I'd put my shirt on the red, green and 
blue wires connecting to the pins marked 
red, green and blue (blimey!). I would also 
expect the black wire [to attach to the 
ground pin. As for the two remaining wires, 
I'm fifty per-cent certain that the brown one 
goes fo sync. 

Rest assured that you won't damage 
your machine by connecting the wires incor- 
rectly - so if I'm totally and utterly wrong 
(likely), then try a few different combina: 
tions. 
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Irom a speccy which, I may add, | still use to 
confirm what the Amstrad produces. Hence my 
problem has evolved. The memory of my 
Speccy is quite straightforward, but when I 
started to delve into the 6128's memory, I have 
got totally mud-bound. 

How does the HEX system work? I have 
read the manual, but I'm afraid that it does 
nothing for me in this line at all. Perhaps being 
of Sixty-Eight has something to do with it, but! 
cannot make any sense of it at all. 

When | ask for the HEX$(65535) I get FFFF 
and that makes sense, but when I request 
PRINT &FFFF I get -1. Likewise, 65536-6700 
gives me 58836. So I request HEX$(58836) and 
get ESD4 (bang on), but when | PRINT &ESD4 I 
get -6700. So there goes my problem, why this 
complicated system? | have wondered why, 
when going over some programs, the codes 
appeared to be entered into negative num- 
bered memory locations. 

It appears to me that for some reason the 
Amstrad appears to subtract the HEX number 
requested from 65536, and prints the answer. 

I use my Speccy to control various add-ons, 
1.6. railway layout, a weather station, and one 
or two other items. | would like to use the 6126 
to do the same, but as yet have not found any- 
thing definite in how to use the in/out port. Is 
It similar to the Speccy, using the PEEK and 
POKE commands to memory allocations. 

I will leave it at that just now because | 
think | am beginning to lose myself in the 
innards of the 6128. I hope that you can help 
me out. | do like the 6128, but its biggest fault 
is the manual. It appears to me to be next to 
ridiculous, but maybe I am biased as the 
Sinclair manual is very comprehensive and 
user fnendly. 

G Carhill 
Stonehaven 
Grampian 


Crikey, what a question! We're going to have 
fo get into philosophical mode for this one 
kids! 

The problem is that, in the real world, neg- 
ative numbers do not exist, They are simply a 
figment of your imagination. You just can't 
have a negative amount of anything, It's 
impossible. (I tried telling that to my bank 
manager, he wouldn't have any of it.) 

For instance, If someone asks you how 
many fingers they are holding up you'd say 
three, or four, or whatever. You wouldn't say: 
"Well actually, you have minus one fingers.” 
No, the whole idea's absurd. 

oo for computers to store negative num- 
bers poses a problem. As they don't really 
exist, computers have to pretend, just like we 
do.They can only store positive numbers. The 
way to get round it Is to use some of the posi- 
tive numbers as nega LIVES. 

A common way of storing numbers in com- 
puters is by a method called two's compil- 
ment. Computers use a binary system — that is 
they have a number of bits, each having a 
Value of either nought or one. Each consecu- 
tive bit effectively doubles the numerical 
range. The CPC has 16 bits allocated to its 
address bus - that works out at a grand total 
of 65536. 
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Two's compliment works like this. If the 
top bit is set, regard it as a negative number, 
counting down backwards from zero. So the 
binary mumber 1111111111111111 equals 
FFFF in hex, and -] in two's compliment. FFFE 
equals -2, and so on until you reach 8000 
equating to -32768. 

The resulting range is between -32768 and 
+32767. The CPC stores all integer numbers in 
this way. When the CPC evaluates a hex num- 
ber, it converts it to an integer. It can be 
bloomin’ annoying at times, but there you go. 

You can access the in/out ports with the 
commands INP and OUT. These work in the 


® So what's new? 


| have subscribed to your magazine since the 
early days, and have enjoyed watching it 
Mature over the years. | thought it was about 
time to write. 

Firstly I'm pleased to see a growing trend 
in ‘hobbyist’ computing, i.e. not straightfor- 
ward games, but not serious either. Things 
like MIDI music and comms. Each one worth 
a thousand shoot-em-ups. Since getting a 
keyboard and MIDI interface, my joystick has 
hardly seen the light of day. 

Secondly, like many others with a 464, I 
was tempted, and bought a 6128 ROM from 
WACCI to upgrade. Having had some experi- 
ence of soldering and a back copy of AA with 
instructions, I saw no difficulty ahead. How 
wrong! Without specialist de-soldering 
equipment the removal of the chip from the 
circuit board is very difficult indeed, as is the 
installation of the new one. | had to resort to 
professional help (thanks Spectrum, Oxford) 
in the end to clear up the mess. I would rec- 
ommend anyone thinking of attempting this 
upgrade to get it done professionally first 
before making a cock-up. 

Leading on from this, I've upgraded - so 
what? I now can mn several games 
(Gunstup and the excellent Pirates) previous- 

| ly unobtainable. What else, Le. what new 

commands are now available in program- 

ming? The only one | know is FILL. What 

else is there? Please, any chance of the addi- 

tional commands for the 6128 over the 464, or 
do we all have to buy a 6128 manual? 

Jim Treadyohl 

Launton 

IMTOO SHITe 
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same way as the Spectrum's IN and OUT. To 
output the number &48 to port &BC04, you'd 


use OUT &8C04.848. Likewise. 
X*INP(&BCO4) will input from that same port. 


Can you help please? Where can | get protec- 
tive sleeves or individual plastic cases for my 
three inch disks? 

Kent 
PCW-Worid will sell you the plastic cases. Call 
0384 66269. 





®@ You can upgrade your 464 with a 6128 ROM - 
but what does if lel you do? 


There are two types of 464 as far as upgrad- 
ing the ROM 1s concerned. The earlier mod- 
els, where the chip Is fitted into a socket, 
and the later types where it's soldered 
directly in to the circuit board. 

My advice would be to check the 
machine to see whether it's socketed or not. 
If it's not - forget it! It's certainly no easy 
task to de-solder a 28-pin ROM. 

So what does your souped-up ROM 
offer? Well, I'm going to have to be brief. 
Experiment with the commands to find their 
best usage. 


® Apart from commands in the table 
below. these commands cater for an addi- 
MOVER PLOT PLOTR 


@ Also, strings can be incorporated into 
these commands directly: PRINT USING 
/DIR /DRIVE /ERA /REN 


ADDITIONAL 6128 COMMANDS 


CLEAR INPUT Empties the keyboard buffer 
COPYCHRS (#stream) Copies a character from the specified stream. | 
CURSOR system, user Switches the cursor on and off. 
DEC$(mmber,template) A decimal string of the number using the template. | 
DERR Reports the last error code produced by the disk system. 
FILL ink Fills an area with the specified ink. 
FRAME Waits for a frame flyback, used to synchronize graphics. 
RAP EH! Sets the ink of the graphics paper. 








Sets the ink for plotting and drawing, and the backround mode. 
Sets the template used for drawing lines. 
Disables the ESC key. 





@ Taken into account 


I have some additions to ACCOUNTS by Iain Kerr (Type-Ins, AA56). These give a printout state- | 


ment. Lines 200 should be changed, ant the others added to the program. 


SOSUB 230.500, 790.1400. 1000 ,.990_ 1030. 
b 


Print Routine 


1260 .3010, 1020- 


1950 .1380. 2730 


teO-2°0:m-0:d0:sp"1:GOSUB 1950: 0PENIN monthfiiF deb=0 THEN GOTO 2760 


q@ INSTA ( months.” 
2250 PRINTS 
IF deb=0 THEN PRINT#S.SPACES/10): 
IF deb=1 THEN PRINT#6 . SPACES(10) ; 
O IF deb=i THEN paid$="Paid to’ 


fredit 


for month of 
‘BDabit for month of 


}=Limonth#=MIDS (months. 1.q1 


“1 eet hk 
;months® 


ELSE paid$-"Paid by" 


PRINT#2 PRINTSS. “Date”. “Notes”: SPACES (17}:paids:SPACES(19) - “Amount 


FOR w=] TO 67-PRINT#6."-"::NEXT: PRINT #6 
INPUTS? .23.b4.c3.d 


PRINT#S. a$. b&-SPACES$( 22-LEW (bs!) ):¢#: SPACES (24-LEN(c8) 1: 
IF d=0 THEN FRINT#S ELSE FPRINT#®. USING “#eet. 86°) 2d 


meget: t=t+d - mented 

IF EOF=0 THEN 2810 
PRINT#s_.SPACES(51)°°°-------- 
PRINT#S SPACES (S1):"Total ="; 
PRINT#& _ USING | “a6 #6") -& 
PHINT#8 SPACES (51): "Balance="; 
PRINT#S. USING I[ “#¢88 .@¢° | - ba! 
PRINT#S: PRINT #6 

CLOSEIN: RETURN 


1920 DATA 20.227_.D Print Statement 


1930 DATA O 


Thank you for the modification Andrew. I have received quite a few requests for such an 


amendment. 


® X-Press delivery 


I have the answer to J Tucker's enquiry (Bad 
driver, AA57) regarding the longer pages he 
gets on his LO3500 printer with Stop Press. 
The problem is completely rectified by buy- 
ing X-Press. The condensed printing options 
supported by this program give correct page 
lengths on 24-pin printers for pages produced 
by Stop Press. | quess that his printer is a 24- 
pin job. Selection of printer drivers within Stop 
Press is unlikely to solve his problem as it's 
due to the physical size of the pins and the 
way images are made in Stop Press. Of course 
he will also have all the other goodies available 
with X-Press as well. Such as seeing his pages 
about 30 minutes sooner when he prints them, 
and being able to get more than four on a disk. 





By the way, Chris, you forgot the bit about 
A-Press being a bargain at only £24.95, and 
being available from Medway King, 77 Maldon 
Road, Bitterne, Southampton, S02 7AF. 


@ On the record 

Recently I have run into a spot of bother with 
my CPC464, namely that when the play button 
is pressed to load or RUN a program, the cas- 
sette seems to get written to instead of being 


@ Shirts off 


I read in Forum recently about a 
' way of designing T-Shirts on the 
PC and] know how a much easier 
and cheaper way of doing it. 





Mix a yoghurt pot full of three parts 
Water to one part turps. 
@® Mouisten the picture with this solution. 


@ Place T-Shirt on top and rub down firmly 


using a rolling pin. 





read. This has the effect of pressing record and 


play, and the files are erased. 

Fortunately, | have not lost much valuable 
software, although many hours of program- 
ming have been lost, and I am unable to do 
much with my computer. | would therefore 
appreciate the it very much if you could sug- 
gest a remedy, or shall I have to get it profes- 
slonally repaired. 

Also, if | manage to restore It to a working 
condition, again, would MAXAM 464 be the 
best assembler/disassembler for my 64K tape 
machine? I would very much like to begin 





Gordon Kyle 
Saarickiinmmne 
Northen lreland 


Take your computer to your nearest radio 
repair shop immediately, Gordon. The sooner 
you do, the sooner you can start CPCing 
again. 

Maxam 464 would be a first class system 
for your machine. There are many happy users 
out there who swear by the package. 


@ What's the point 
OK, Yeah, so I'm stupid, and don't know noth- 
ing, but who cares. I've been like it a long time 
now, and I'm too old to bother about it. 

So I'll ask the question. 

What the hell is the point of the Type-In 


@ If the picture has transfered OK then spray 


with artist's fixative. If not then it will wash 
out easily enough. 


Although this isn’t hi-tech or anything, it 
does the job. 

J Falkes 

Roslen 


Dont forget to eat the yogurt first. There'll be 
more hot fashion tips next month... 





| @ What's in a name 


Here are a couple of simple tips for users of 
CP/M+ based sys- 
tems, such as the 
Amstrad 
CPC6128. If you 


are new io , 
CP/M you may r SH// I? y | 
find it a little a 
daunting at first. 
If you wish to catalogue a disk, you 
must first type DIR. Unfortunately this will 
only produce a list of files on the disk, and 
no other information. To get a catalogue 
with a list of files, their lengths, and how 
much space you've used you are supposed 
to type DIR [FULL], which runs the program 
DIR.COM on your disk. | 
I would recommend renaming this file 
by typing REN CAT.COM DIR.com. Now typ- 
ing just CAT will give you a full catalogue. 
You can still specify a drive, for example 
Similarly, to copy files you use a pro- 
gram called PIP.com invoked by typing PIP. 
Now at first thought it would seem natural 
to re-name this fle copy.com. However, I 
would recommend REN LET.COM PIP.CoM. 
Now you can type in things like: LET 
B:-A:MYFILE.TXT which works Im a very 
similar way to assigning vanables in 
BASIC. 








Jacko 
Cheers Jacko. 


MEMDUMP? (AA55). [ve typed it in so reb- 
giously, with all the checksums correct, but 
whatever address [ enter, it always gives the 
same result. (And what is the use, even if it 
didn't?) As far as I can see, all it does is give 
something on the screen without any benefit 
being obtained. You might as well just type in 
words on the screen and it would be just as 
exciting as looking at this thing. 

And don't tell me that if I don't like it, to 
send in something better, read the first para- 
gtaph again. It's da trute. 

20, have you got an answer? 

David Mitchell 
Clacton-on-Sea 


1 S56) 





Did you actually read the mtro before you 
typed the program in? MEMDUMP is not 
designed to be pretty to jook al, instead it's 
supposed to show you the state of the com- 
puters memory. 

I think it's a very useful utility. It shows 
programmers and hackers just what is going 
on inside those slices of silicon. 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 













‘DISC GAMES 


MJC SPE CIAL : 
WORLD CUP ITALIA 90 
RRP £14.95 Our Price £9.95 

Offer ends 31st July 1990 






CORNIX SOFTWARE 

CARD INDEX: 
| An easy to use card mdex type deta retneval 
| program. ideal for basic database 

requirements 

DISC: 24.95 

JOB ESTIMATOR: 
| Armed at the smal c contractor who needs fo 

provide esimates quickly and neatly, ideal for 

smal builders, Gucklgvers, plasterers etc 
DISC ONLY: 39.95 


| CASS: 19.95 


! PRODUCT COSTING: 
Saniar ta Job Estimator but avned at manutac 
turers or fhose oroducme a oroduct for sale 
DISC ONLY: 39.95 


Full specications of all Corn Products 
avalable free of charge upon request 





EDUCATIONAL 


Spanish Tutor. | 
Htalian Tutor ... at 


VISA 








from M.J.C. 


DISC SERIOUS 


sr (6128) ... ane DD 
Quatittas Plus V. 2. 14.95 
Qualitas Font Library... 11.95 

CPM + Disk... ee Be 
Masterfile fl (Database)... vueeet S95 
Mastercalc 128 (Spreadsheet... ae te 
Matrix (Spreads! 





stockbroker Ishare analysis) ... 
Money Manager (home accounts) .. ara 24.95 


Stop Press ies Publisher .........d4.95 
Extra! Extra! ... ; seveseeee lt 9.95 
XPress V1.3... 1&.95 
Sprites Alive’... 18.95 
Sorites Alive! Compile... 24.95 
Maxam Assembler... 18.95 
Mini Office Il .. 13.95 
Advanced Art Studio... 19.95 


CPM BASED 
Protext CPM {inc Spell + Merge).39.95 
At Last Plus 29.95 
Supercailc 2.... 
Amor C Compile. 


sci 
Nevada ' 


+p eames 
Hisoft Pascal 80 ... 
Seo i 
wo Finger Typ 
lankey Crash C e 








CF2 DISCS 
Maxell: 5 for £12.00 
10 for £71.95 
Amsott: 5 for £13.00 
10 for £73.95 










| Citizen 120-D 


SUPPLIES 


ACCESSORIES 


DKT 64K faery ee 
Multiface 2+... nis 


Amstrad RS232 Interface... 

CPC printer lead 1 metre .................B.£ 
GPC printer lead 1.5 metre ........00000. 

CPC printer ead 2 metre ...............10. 
6128 Keyboard! Monitor ext leads ...7. 

FO1 2nd disc drive lead ........... 

61276 Cassette lead .. cael, 

AGA Dust Cover (state col/mono) . het 735 | 
6128 Dust Cover (state col/mono) ...7.95 | 
CPC colour screen filter .................14.95 
1000 Fanfold address labels ........ wf 95 
Quickshot 2 Turbo joystick ...............9.95 
Cheetah 125+ joystick... wore f 5 
Competition Pro 5000 joystick. 13.95 
Cruiser joystick... oo BS 
AMX Mouse (inc Interface)... 34.95 
Advanced Art Studio & Mouse .......49.95 
AMX Art & Mouse... antomeranes seen to 
Stop Press & MOUSE oo. ssceee------..69.95 


BOOKS /MANUALS 





RIBBONS 


DMP 2000/2160 Est) 
Panasonic 1081 .........3.95 
Citizen 120-D 2S . 
Star LC-10 Black _......3.95 _.7.00 
Siar LC-10 Colour 5. 95_11.00 
© (for onto fanless) 
25S 25.00 
139.6 27.00 
19.95 37.50 


6.00. 
7.00 
7.00. 


15.00 
15.00 
15.00 


otar LiL-10 Mona 
| Star LC-10 Colour... 








ROM BASED 


28.95 
4.95 


Pombo (purchased wih ROM). 
KDS Rom Board (holds 6)... 


ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POSTAGE & PACKING IN THE U.K. 





THE ABOVE SOFTWARE IS ined FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC RANGE 


Overseas Orders Welcome - Please write for details 
WE ARE NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR OF SPECIALISING IN AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER, OUR POLICY IS TO PROVIDE THE WIDEST RANGE AT 
DISCOUNT PRICES WITH A FAST TURN AROUND TIME - TRY OUR SERVICES WITH CONFIDENCE 
CALLERS WELCOME: Mon-Fri9to5 Sat10to4 
PLEASE SEND CHEQUES /POs TO: 


14.00 | 


RAP £51.85 


| 


M.J.C SUPPLIES, (AA) 


Quali Pack V.2 


The Print Enhancement Package 
Qualitas Plus V.2 
KDS & Bit Printer Port 
RAP £46.90 
Package Price £31.95 
Quali Pack Extra V.2 
Qualitas Plus V.2 
KDS &- bit printer port 
Qualitas font library 
Our Price £41.50 


_ PRINT COLOUR GRAPHICS! 


At last it is possible to get colour 
screen dumps from a6] 28! 


| Colourdump 2 is avaiable excluswely from 
) MUC Supobes. Wil take a standard screen 


fle from the Advanced Art Stucio 
or created wth AMX Art. and Pants ouf m 
fu # colour on a Star LC10 colour printer. 


Nes works on Epson compatibles (inc. DMP 
2000/7160) wath coloured nbbons 


Colour Dump 2 £12.95 
Advanced Art Studio £19.95 


| Star LC-10 colour printer £229.95 


PRINTERS 


Bn accep) cOniUDESs. oF Gengie shel paper They are 
Epson oomatie and have 2 oe 
comouter. Pnces shown mciude WA 
Gel wery by Moya Marl inured Paros jtect bakes 7- 

Odays), ang 12 mongh “neha joo - ameties 


For or se “call out” warranty. aad e500 


CITIZEN 120D 
4 cheap, Epson FX compative, gnang a 
range of text sires and effects in drali mode 
and 2 kmifed range in Mear Letter Quality 
£139.95 


PANASONIC KAP - 1061 


Wel bull and retahe, offers al fw ares ang | 


eHlects of the Gitizen 120-0. but offers NLO 
inal cobras 
£159.95 


STAR LC-10 Mk 1 
| On a par with fe Panasonic for build, . 
| and MLO combinations. but offers 4 different 
| ALO styles and double height as well as 


| | double width fext. Great value for money 


£179.95 
STAR LC-10 Mk Il 
idenhcal fo fhe Mk! but 25%: faster 
£199.95 


STAR LC-10 COLOUR 
Baced on the LC-10 Ma 1 bof offers seven 
besc fext colours. 1 you requre cofour 
graphics, please call first for advice 
£229 95 


STAR LC 24-10 

24 pn veruon of fhe LC-10, offerimg oreal 
feat outpat wn one of fwe leter quadty styles, 

avaiable in combénation with all ihe usual 

sizes and effects. Two adidihoanal effects, 
Outtine and Shadow are also avadaile. Cal 
| frst for advice Wf you réguré oraphacs output 

259.95 


PANASONIC- KXP 1124 
Exoetient teat quality, budld quality. paner 


jhanding and contro! panel Best value 24 pm. | 


Please call for advice if you require graphics 
ouput 
299 





KN 


40a Queen Street, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 9TS. 
“ks stiri 432897, (0462) ccgeeied or 421415 for enquiries & Credit Card orders 


a ‘| 
= PC aC M J 





| Alonnters feted have aten ings 80 column Gamage [| 


TSS aa TSet- § 
face and are supplied wedh the cable required for pour | 





















YOUR STRUGGLE... GIGANTIC, YOUR FIREPOWER.. 
GARGAATUAN, YOUR FAILURE - 
- | . | , TT) 


ONCE YOU HAVE FACED THE ALIEN 
HORDES OF ALPHA CENTAURI iN ... 











) 10 CONFRONT THE 
FEARS & NIGHTMARES OF 
ALL MANKIND... 








yey = TESTE | 4 ? 
SCREEN SHOTS FROM VARIOUS FORMATS. 


Legend tells of the evil three headed Morgul and his power over the fears and nightmares of darkness itself ... 
it also tells of his death. But nightmares have returned to cloud man's existence and once again fear 
reigns. Morgul is back! Itis only you who can repel this darkness, it is _ you who has the courage and the 

firepower to combat this owe . 
@ 13 levels with over 1300 screens. @ 10 hi-tech weapons 
systems — blasters, powerlines, controlled flashes etc. @ Multi- 
directional scrolling (CBM 64 — 8 directions) at 50 frames a second. 
® Countless bonus features and extra levels — secret rooms, black . al Li 
tunnels, pipeline systems etc. @ Brilliant special ‘6hn absolutely awesome experience. Youwon't ©Turrican is a 90's arcade game - not to be 
effects — thunder. storms. waterfalis etc. be able to put it down. A a i graphic = mised. The bert pure arcade blart released for the 
@ 50 different aliens some to full screen depth. Amiga so tar this your.7? 
@ Continue mode and hi-score list.@ Up to3 way pe ea 
parallax scrolling. @ Up to 20 different tunes*. CT best C64 game ot sya CVG HIT! P hnacad 
@ Up to30 different sound effects". AMIGA — £24.99 : 


(*4miga version) 
: CBM 64 & AMSTRAD — £14.99 disk, £9.99 tape 
a SPECTRUM — £12.99 disk, £9.99 tape 


Sketty Close, Brackmills Business Park, Northampton NN4 OPL. 
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CHEAT MODE BOOK 


‘AAS6), you ve read hs blurl | 
| mee | book! Cheat mode 





ment. Read on.. 





ll you old timers out there must 
A remember Cheat Mode 1, the collecte 


hinting, tipping and poking wisdom of 


Amstrad Action's first sixteen issues. This 
magnificent 92-page epic was snapped up in 
its thousands by eager AA readers looking 
for a way to take the sting out of their fave 
games... 

Well you ain't seen nuthin’ yet. Cheat 
Mode IT takes the best cheats from the last 
43 issues! The cream of the last three years 
of Cheat Mode has been crammed into 130 
pages of absolutely essential info. 

And as if that wasn't enough, we've gath- 
ered together 150 previously unpublished 
listings from such poking giants as Phil 
Howard, Mike Wong and Graham Smith. 

Mind you, typing in all those listings is 
OK for practiced BASIC-bashers, but can be 


ss = ——S VS previowsty 


ORDER FORM 


Yes please! Send the following right away: 
/ (Tick the appropriate box) 





£9.99 each 
(Remember to add £1.45 for p & p) 


tapes at £11.99 each 


Telephone NUMBER .........0000. 





Copy/copies of the indescribably spiffing Cheat Mode Il at 


Copy/copies of the even more fabulous Cheat Mode I! plus 


(You haven't forgotten the £1.45 p & p, have you?) 


 RRSRER REI TIENEN EU REPEC PSST DET OPE hse RSS ERE 










gnificent work? "Cheat 
ode IT costs £9.99 on its own, 
and £11.99 with the two cas- 
settes. Postage and packing in 
both cases in £1.45. All you 
have to do is fill in the orde: 
form below and send it off to the 
address printed - and you'l 
become the proud owner of the 
most important new work since... 
since... well, since Amstrad 
Action itself, dammit! 

















‘TELEPHONE HOTLINE 
tf you simply can't wait for the post, you 


cert eminently 
A credit card. Simply phone 0458 74011. 


ae 


ee a: 4 Oo a Action collection ~ 
— al 5 The amstrad Act 


Jished poke™ 





| enclose a cheque/postal order for .. 

Made payable to “Future Publishing Li Limited” 
| wish to pay by Access) Visa. Card Number ........:0:sscsssssssssscsssssnesnes 
side date .. 

(Pleese all allow 28 cies for order processing and delivery) 

Send your payment to- 


Amstrad Action Cheat Mode Book Offer 
Freepost 
somerton 
Somerset 
TA11 7BR 


cis mS ms tm mh cm cn i tl 














international Grand Prix Racing 


The Cycles: International Grand 
Prix Racing wraps you around 
the chassis of the fastest bikes 
ever built as you compete in 
the International Grand Prix of 
motorcycle racing. 

The only motorcycle game with 
O first-person perspective. 
sense the rush of full throttle 
speed. Look over the 
handlebars to see the 
pavement disappear under 
your wheels, 





Choose from 5 different skill 
levels. Each level alters the 
racing ability of the 
competition. 





Screen shook fron 6M PC. version 


First person perspective for true racing realism 


fel: O71 7 1901 








ts) fp UR ie wi a | 
ae 4a i. 7 ant _ i ia 





Will the racer in front blast ir 
the lead or dump his bike fryir 
Do battle with the world’s race 
In ihe spornrs premier events 
Choosing either 500cc, 250« 
or 125cc class races tackle 
authentic Grand Prix course: 
across the world. From Austra 
to Brazil file down the foot pec 
onthe most gruelling circuits i 
motorsport. 
Who's gof the guts? Who war 
the glory? Who'll emerge 
vicforious fo hoist the trophy. 
world champion? 





IBM PC & COMPATIBLES 
OUT NOW £24.99 


AMIGA 
OUT NOW 
CBM 64/128 AVAILABLE $0: 
99 TAPE DIS! 


SPECTRUM & AMSTRAD 
AVAILABLE 
CASSETTE DISC £ 
(Cé4 TO FOLLOW) 


Vist your fovowite 
| refovler or wiite to 
| Accolade Europe Ud., 
| The Lombard 
} Business Centre, 
j 50 Lormmboard Rood. 
London, SW11 35U 
1 “Tet: O71 738 1391 


| Enclose Cheque o PO 


j Amstrod Cossefe 
£7.) «Cl pip 
Aumvelroed 0 kok 
tia « 61 pip 


Cnn fs SS sss SSS 


* Address eS PRR RRR RSS 
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Screensnots 
| Various systems 





© Remarkable new 30 real time animation system 


® One or two player garnes ® 72 tournaments to play in all based on real events with 
© Four player ability levels — amateur, semi-pro. pro and Ace genuine court conditions and prize monies. 
© View the game from any one of ten “camera” angles — © 4 Court surfaces — grass, clay, Carpet and Cement — each 
infinite on ST and Amiga affecting game play 

® Learn to play topspin and backspin balls. ® Digitised pictures (ST and Amiga) 
® True control over the direction of your shots ® Digitised voice of real Wimbledon umpire (ST and Amiga) 

, @T7.¥. tennis theme tunes ® Choose which 22 tournaments to play in a full tennis 
© Any-time save option season, against world class competition and aim to eam a 


| © 64 different computer opponents. with 16 skill levels million dollars! 





SOUND CHIP 





In the second in his series on the CPC's sound chip, 
JAMES PINTO lifts the lid on envelopes... 





Ithough at first sight the concept of A sound envelope is 
A sound envelopes look very complicated simply the shape of a cer: 
» and long-winded, the principle behind tain sound. Different sounds 
them is very simple. You hear sound envelopes have cifferent shapes. A 
occurring all the time in the world around you violin playing a single short 
A bird singing has its own unique sound enve- pizzicato (plucked) note has 
lope, a bullet shattering a window (Trenton! a short envelope because 
How many more times? Put that M-16 down...) all the sound happens very 
Nas its OWN Sound envelope and even someone quickly and then stops, 
biowing their nose generates a unique sound whereas a jet plane 
envelope. (Try it!) approaching, passing 


Diagram (1s) Pizzicato Strings 


| by and disappearing over the horizon will have 
a long envelope because the sound starts very 
quietly, gradually gets louuder, reaches a peak 
of loudness and then gradually dies away. Look 
at diagrams (la) and (1b) to compare the 
envelopes for these sounds 
As you can see, when the sound envelopes 
are drawn it is easy to imagine the sound as 
the envelope tells you (in essence) what the 
sound sounds like without you even having to 
hear it 
The principles of sound envelopes are the 
‘ same for any machine or object which creates 
Time sounds. All synthesizers and most samplers 
use envelopes, as do all computer sound chips 
(Except maybe the Spectrum, ho ho ho...) The 
majority of recent professional keyboards such 
Diagram (1b) Jet Plane envelope as the Korg M1 and the new Ensoniq VFX 
allow you to COMmDINe sampled sound data with 
digital waveforms and then shape the resulting 
| sound using ADSR (explanation coming up!) 
envelopes, all of which enables you to produce 
unique new sounds simply 
Although comparing the sound quality of 
the above Keyboards with the the CPC's sound 
quality is like comparing New Kids On the 
Block (Yo! Are you tough enough? We're 
rough!) to Beethoven (Da Da Da Dummmm...!), 
the principles behind the sound envelope crte- 
ation on all three machines are the same. 
All sound envelopes consist of four main 
sections. These are 
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1) ATTACK 
2) DECAY 


; | 3) SUSTAIN 
Time 4) RELEASE 
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1) Attack 

This section of the envelope is almost self- 
explanatory. It is simply the time that the 
sound takes to ‘attack’. If the attack is slow, as 
in the envelope of a strings section , the sound 
will take a while before jt reaches maximum 
volume. If the attack is fast , as in the envelope 
of a plano and other “hammered” instruments, 
then the sound 
reaches maximum 


| volume 
Cy 






* virtually 


neously 





| rg yi 


2) Decay 
After the initial 
attack produced 
by an instrument, 
the sound moves 
in to the decay 
section. Using a 
Plano as an exam- 
ple will probably 
illustrate this the 
most clearly: 
| when you hit a key 
! On, piano key- 
® Pizzicato (plucked) notes played ona 


violin, provide an excellent example of a —— os 
siairt sami eaiahane ' hear the attack of 


the hammer hit- 
ting the string. Then the sound decreases in 
volume quite considerably as the string 
vibrates from the force of the hammer. The 
time taken for the sound to reach a constant 


level after the attack is the decay time. Many of 


you (if you're into music, or if you listen to the 
charts regularly) will be familiar with a sound 
known as an “Orchestra Hit". This is a sample 
of a quick chord played by an orchestra and 
you hear it very often in records by the Petshop 
Boys and New Order. The Orchestra Hit enve- 
lope, as you may have guessed, has a very 
short attack and a very short decay section and 
usually a small sustain section. This, I hope, 
makes the definition of DECAY a bit more vivid 
and easy to remember! 


3) Sustain 

After the sound has reached a steady volume 
(arrived at via the DECAY section), it holds the 
volume at this level for the length of time spec- 
lied by the SUSTAIN section. A good analogy 
for remembering what the sustain section does 
is to think of it as an evil Spectrum owner 
attempting to run away from a gang of ram- 
paging AA readers but being prevented from 
doing so by the heroic editor of this fine publi- 
cation who has the poor blighter in his iron 
grip... (Er... yes — ed.) 

In other words, the sound does not 
decrease in volume until the sustain section 
has finished. String instruments have long sus- 
tains as do most wind instruments. 
Instruments with short sustains are the most 
hammered ones (Pianos, Xylophones, 
Marimbas). (Marimba: Latin-American per- 
cussion instrument consisting of a set of 
hardwood plates placed over tuned metal 
resonators, played with two soft-headed 
Dictionary, 50 there! | 
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4) Release 

The release section is the time taken by the 
sound to reach zero volume once it has com- 
pleted all of the other sections. As with the 
other sections in a sound envelope, the release 
time varies drastically from instrument to 
instrument. A piano with the Sustain pedal 
being pressed will have a long release time, as 
the sound takes a considerable time to fade 
away, but a piano without the pedal being 
pressed loses volume rather quickly. It is inter- 


esting to note how differently the same instru- 
ment can behave when played in a different 
manner. 


@® Well, that's the theory behind sound 
envelopes and the way they work. Next time, 
I'll be putting the theory into practice by 
explaining the ENV and ENT commands in 
full. 


THE RAINBIRD ADVANCED MUSIC SYSTEM... 
us and its extended enveloping facilities 


f you have ever used the 
Advanced Music System, you 
cannot have failed to notice how 
| flexible and easy to use the system 
| is. Everything that you could pos- 
| sibly need for composing music 
on the Amstrad CPC is present. 
| The only serious omission is 
| the absence of a sound mod- 
ule - that would enable you fo 
use the music you create 
with AMS in your BASIC 
programs. Putting this 
must be one of the most 
pleasurable programs | 
have ever used! 

One of the things 
that | find most satisfying 
about the AMS is its extended envelope 
facilities. These enable the user to produce 
sounds that would not normally be possible sim- 
ply by using the standard ENV and ENT com- 
mands. 

As we have not yet covered ENV and ENT, | 
am only going to discuss the theory behind the 
extended facilities of the Music System, as | have 
done above with the standard envelopes. This is 
$0 a5 not to confuse you all (what a kind chap | 
am, eh?). The practical stuff accompanies the 
ENV and ENT tutorial in the next instalment! 
to the user for placing anywhere in the tune. 
Each envelope consists of a volume envelope 
and a tone envelope. Noise can be set for each of 
the 7 envelopes and this can be in the range <(- 
31> as in CPC BASIC. 


1) The Volume Envelope 
The envelopes in AMS are laid out in a much 
clearer and more logical manner than the CPC's 
method of enveloping. In AMS you define your 
volume envelope using ADSA envelopes as dis- 
cussed earlier. This makes sound creation much 
easier and simpler, especially for the beginner. 
Once the SYNTHESIZER module of AMS is 
accessed, six litthe boxes appear. The first three 


boxes represent the ATTACK section and the sec- 


ond column of boxes represent the DECAY sec- 


tion of the note. The SUSTAIN section is automat- 


ically defined by the volume of the note. 




















_ Although | said that AMS uses standard ADSR 
. envelopes, in actual fact the 
RELEASE section has 
been merged with 
— the SUSTAIN sec- 
| = fF tion, presumably for 
De ease of use. 
: Although the — 
actual parameters of the — 
are identical to the CPC 
BASIC ones, having the 
) envelopes laid out in a neat | 
and uncluttered manner help 
to make creating envelopesa 
» much simpler task than fiddling 
) around with loads of numbers. 


2) The Tone Envelope 
' Although the Volume envelope sec- 
© tion of AMS may be identical in 
structure to BASIC, the Tone 

Envelope part of AMS has been severely beefed 
(pardon me, | mean chickened! — topical joke. 
Please yerselves...) up by the programmers. The 
great thing about the AMS tone envelope is that | 
you can set it to repeat the waveform you create 
until the cows (whoops!) come home. This means — 
you can create wonderful vibrato and tremolo 
effects as well as passable attempts at string 
sounds and other such instruments. Obviously 
you re not going to have string sounds like on 
the Acorn Archimedes (with its channel stereo 
sound and a sample rate of up to 4kHz!) but if 
you ignore the CPC's limitations you can make 
some quite pleasant “computer instrument” 
sounds. 

This “looping” function also allows you to do 
some pretty impressive pitch-bend effects and 
some rather funky sound effects. It's a pity that 
you can only use a maximum of seven envelopes 
within a tune. This means that if you wanted to 
use pitch-bend effects that bent the pitch up and 
down you would need one envelope to bend the 
pitch up and another to move it down, leaving 
you with only five envelopes fo use for the rest of 
the song. However, efficient use of the seven 
envelopes provides you with the ability to pro- 
duce music of a quality that only the Advanced 
Music System can produce. The only problem is 
that you cant buy it any more! 
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Code maestro ADAM WARING 
brings you part III of his defini- 
tive series on writing your own 
best-selling game. This time: 
improving your appearance... 


game cannot live on code alone. There's 
a lot more to it than just churning out 
the program. The programming deter 
mines the playability and nature of the game, 
but good graphics and sound provide the pol 
ish and govern the instant opinion. A visually 
Poor program just won t appeal to the punters 
Hit them with sensational sonics and stunning 
screens, though, and you ll have them reaching 
instantly for their wallets 

A game needs to grab your attention to 
even get a look in. It's all very well saying 
“Well, the graphics aren t up to much, but once 
they start to play they ll be hooked.” You need 
the graphics to get them to play in the first 
place. It's great graphics and superb sound 
that make your game stand up as a finished 
Product. 

There are three areas of the game that you 
wont be able to Knock up on an assembier 
Firstly there’s your graphics. Let's face it, 
being unable to see anything would make 
playing it a tad difficult. Then there's the 
sound. Though a game can function perlectly 
Well without it, It'd Seem a little, well... lack- 
ing without any. The other thing on the list is 
the design of the game layout. The information 
that tells your program what goes where. Ii 
your game didn't have any levels to explore or 
anything to do, it would be a just a teeny bit 
boring, wouldn't it? 





Pretty as a picture 
When graphics are printed to the screen, as [ar 
as the computer is concerned it's just moving a 
chunk of data from one place to another 
Whether that data is a beautiully-drawn and 
brilhantly detailed alien, or just a lump of ran 
dom garbage, it makes no odds. Your CPC just 
doesn t care. [ts up to you to put the Work in 

Visuals are very important indeed. They are 
second only to the code itsell, and can De crti- 
cal to the games eventual success. Good 
graphics can carry a bad game, and bad graph- 
ics can spoil a good one. It's vital, therefore, 
that a lot of thought, time and effort is put into 
the creation of the graphics 

some gifted bods will be able to draw the 
Own graphics in addition to writing the game 
Sadly, not everyone is able to do this. If you're 
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© Stunning graphics are sure to grab the punters 
attention immediately — bul drawing them is a job 
for the specialist. 


firmly in the catergory that cant (all the best 
programmers are!) draw to save their lives, 
then it may be necessary to employ the talents 
of a graphic artist. It could be either a fnend 
who's a dab hand with Art Studio, or a profes- 
sional who draws computer graphics for a liv- 
ing 


Graphics come in several guises and a 


PAYING YOUR MWA 


There's no such thing as a free lunch, 
nothing. You'll have to pay them for g 
You could pay them a set rate fg 
problem with this, however, is that 
cull to cough up the money. After alf 
by the sottware house. Uniess you ca 
then it may be that you simply cagiuai 
A royalty split is the other wa¥ 
or a fixed amount for the game. Arrange to 
amount. That way you ll cover yourself too. 
When working out the details of a royalty s 
[he work. The agreement you reach show 
Alternatively, it is perfectly possif tthe 
and sound. In this instance, you vy 
once everything s been added. You pore (0 Ue 


Pou COMMS: 
prk, and quite nigh 
ork. Agree on a one 
ou're stacked with c# 
ont get paid until the game is finished and has been accepted 
he artist musician to wait until you ve actually sold the game, 


game needs several distinct types of artwork 
Youll need full screen pictures for loading 
screens and the like. Backround graphics 
which make up the game screens. Incidental 
graphics such as logos and character sets. And 
sprites —the most difficult of the lot. 

oprnites, in case you didn't know, are graph 
ics that whizz around all over the place — your 
Spaceship, ninja, mutant cabbage etc. They are 
usually animated — an effect which is produced 
by rapidly displaying a sequence of frames 
sprites are particularly difficult because they 
need to be seen in their proper context. It's all 
very well having seen the sprites static on 
screen, Dut you need to actually see them mov: 
Ing and animated to see how good they really 
are. A sprite that looks an absolute stonker 
when still can turn Into an absolute stinker 
when it's animated. For this reason the pro- 
grammer and artist need to work together 
closely on sprites nore $0 than with any 
other part of the program 

so how do you get design your graphics in 
the first place? One way is to draw them using 
an art package. This puts at your disposal all 
the flexibuity that only a commercial program 
can offer. Although this is fine for title screens, 
however, it's not quite so straightforward for 
sprites. Sprites need to be drawn in 4 pre- 
defined space -— anything Digger than the 
allowed area simply will not fit 

And then there's the question of what 
exactly to do with a screen full of sprites. To be 
any use, they need to be subdivided into lots of 
littie squares tO WOrK more easily with your 
program. For that you need to write a grabber 
program to take them off the screen and put 


uwork for you isn't going to do it for 


ment that's fair to you both. A 
Pihe first place, you may find it diffi- 


reniually sell the game you agree either a royalty 


ie others who ve work on the game a percentage of [his 
game flops, then you won | find yoursell oul of pocket 
lon't forget that you will have done the vast majority of 
ect this 
oftware house will be willing to pay for the graphics 


name will in fact look wondertul 
the initial presentation to per- 


suade the publisher that il is worth taking on in the first piace. 





them salely into these easily digestible chunks 
for your program to handle. It’s a bit like a 
sprite routine in reverse - instead of moving 
data to the screen, you need to convert what's 
on the screen into data. 

Another way of drawing sprites is to use.a 
sprite designer. This is a program specifically 
tailored to drawing sprites. A large blown-up 
version of the sprite is displayed for working 
on. The utility is based solely around the cre- 
ation of sprites, and often has built in anima- 
tion routines and other useful drawing fea- 
tures. Hundreds of these programs have been 
written. Unfortunately none are available com- 
mercially. It's one of the first programs a pro- 
grammer writes. It’s usually pretty user- 
unfriendly, but at least tailored to the particular 
needs of the programmer. You may be able to 
get hold of one written by someone else, but in 
all likelihood you'll have to start from scratch 
and write your own. It may be worth checking 
out the PD libraries. 


Sound as a Pound 

Sonics are not generally considered to be as 
Important as graphics. That’s not to say that 
you can do without them, though. While a 
good game will still be good if silent, total lack 
of any sound whatsoever 1s disconcerting. Not 
heanng an earth-shattenng explosion when 
you blast the baddies to bits, and lovely 
squidgy, gunky noises when you flatten aliens 
just isn't right. 

Music really 1s optional. It's certainly not as 
important as the sound effects. However, any: 
thing that you can possibly do to improve the 
game and add polish should be done. You can 
get away without having music, perhaps, but 
an atmospheric soundtrack can only add to a 
game. 

Unfortunately, getting any sound at all out 
of the CPC is hard work. The first thing you 
should Know 1s that a special sound processing 
chip is used for all sonic output. This chip 
takes care of everything sound related, freeing 
the CPU to get on with the business of running 
the game. The chip can be programmed using 
OUT commands, but to get anything even 
vaguely decent you need a sound driver pro- 
gram. The problem 1s that lots of instructions 
are required for even the most rmudimentry 
squeak. 

A sound driver is a program that plays and 
updates sounds through the chip. It needs to 
be ‘called’ extremely frequently to work prop- 
erly, a rate of around fifty times a second being 
the norm. It 1s usual to access the dnver 
through an interrupt routine, providing the 
constant timing that the program needs to 
keep up. 

Music drivers written by professionals are 
extremely complicated bits of coding. They 
have to take up as little processor time as pos- 
sible, and need to store long tunes very effi- 
ciently. Memory and speed are the two things 
that programmers moan about the most, and 
begrudge giving away. 

If you commission a computer musician to 
write a piece for your game, you will normally 
get a three-channel soundtrack along with all 
the sound effects that you require. The whole 
Kaboodle, the driver, tune, and FA typically 





take less than 4K. A commendable achieve- 
ment by any standards 


Designer programming 
Game design covers the designing of screens 
and the layout of the levels. Most games have 
screens constructed from several smaller 
graphical blocks slotted together, and what's 
needed is some way of putting everthing in 
place — a program that allows you to position 
the platforms and lay down the levels. You will 
need to wnte you own program for this. Every 
game is different, and so you'll need a new 
designer for every one you write. 

When writing your designer, remember 
that speed is of the essence — don’t spend ages 
periecting a program that will become obsolete 


WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY _ 








° aiid tik 6k ial alain a Paul Hiley 


| What kind of music do you write? Is it a case of 


converting existing tunes onto the computer, or 


How long does it take you to write a piece of 
music for a game? 


~ How do you compose the tunes. Is it difficult to 
- think of original music? 


programs, is it a case of just writing the music 
from then on? Or do you have to continuously 
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on the completion of the project anyway. 

The designing stage is probably one of the 
most fun parts of writing a game. Thinking up 
the puzzles that will fox the player can be 
extremely satisfying. The more cunningly you 
design the puzzles the more you get out of it. A 
word of warming, though. Don't get carried 
away and make the game too hard. The diffi- 
culty factor should be increased gradually, with 
the first couple of levels being relatively easy 
There's nothing worse for killing a game dead 
than not being able to make it off the first 
screen, And unfortunately it's all too easy to 
do. Get someone else to play comp 
the game, and adjust the 955 
difficuity accordingly. 


a 









gram the games? 








When you're commisioned to do the music for a 


music? 


What we really want to know is how much does it 
cost to get a freelance music specialist to write 
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Welcome to a slightly new-look 
Free for All! Yes, the former resi- 
dent of this Des Res computer 
column (two up, two down, 
kitchen, catflap and even an 
inside WC) has moved on and 
CAROLINE LAMB has moved in... 


most misunderstood areas of computing 
And | think it’s about time a few major 
misconceptions were cleared up. 

To begin with, I've been chatting to a few 
Public Domain program authors recently who 
are pretty fed up about their programs being 
npped off. Sounds a contradiction? Well it's 
not 

Although an author may agree to donate a 
program to the Public Domain, he or she still 
retains the copyright to it. In other words, it's 
Still their property. So you can make as many 
copies as you want and pass them around 
freely, but you must not tamper with any copy- 
right notices in the program or try to pass it off 
as something that you have written. Apart 
[rom it being a pretty mean thing to do (and 
pretty pointless too, because nobody's stop- 
bing you from copying it in the first place), it's 
illegal 

With the arrival of the new, tougher, anti- 
hacking and copyright legislation, someone 


Y ou know the Public Domain is one of the 





40 AMSTRAD ACTION 


who nps off programs might find themselves in 
hot water with the law 

Note that some programs, like those in 
WACCI's Amsdos section, have not been 
donated to the Public Domain and so, although 
freely available, you are not allowed to pass 
them on or include them in your own PD 
Library. 

similarly, if you want to upgrade or modify 
a program of incorporate some of its routines in 
a program of your own, that’s fine as long as 
you acknowledge the orginal author. 

The best advice is to contact the original 
author and ask them if they mind about what 
you intend to do with their program. 


Summing up 
All of this is neatly summed up by Dave Rand's 
copynght message in the documentation that 
comes with the fle utility Newsweep. It reads: 
“Although this program has been placed 
into the Public Domain, | retain all copyrights 
to this program, and pursuant to this, this pro- 
gram MAY NOT BE SOLD BY ANY PARTY 
unless specifically authorised by the author, 
Dave Rand, in writing. prior to the first copy 
being sold. As well, this program MAY NOT BE 
INCLUDED IN ANY OTHER PACKAGE FOR 


SALE, even if this program is indicated as 
being ‘in the Public Domain.’ 

All of the above applies to both the original 
as well as derived, or modified copies of the 
orginal. Any modified copies of this program 
MUST NOT have the copynght notice violated, 


changed or otherwise altered 

Please report any copyright violations to the 
author, at one of the above telephone numbers 
Thank you.” 


GET IN TOUCH! 


| Hf you are running a Public Domain Library, 


write to me here at the Amstrad Action office 
and tell me all about it. If you want me to 


review some of your Library's programs (think 
of the free publicity) send them in on a 3-inch 
and I'll have a look. But, (and this is a biggy 
BUT) if you want your disk returned, do write 
your name and address clearly on the disk 
label. Tarra. 





Beware... 

Word has reached my shell-like that a certain 
(newly formed) PD library, down in Kent, is 
selling some CP/M programs with titles such 
as CSAVE.COM, PIPCOM and = even 
C10CPM3.EMS 

Now the more knowledgabe amongst you 
may have already noticed that these programs 
are definitely not Public Domain. 

Nope. you'd have to be more than three 
sandwiches short of a full picnic NOT to realise 
that these are programs that are on the two 
disks that are supplied with your CPC when 
you buy it. In fact, certain little outfit called 
Digital Research (DR) owns the copynght to all 
the CP/M files on these disks and another little 
unit called AMSTRAD PLC own the nghts to 
evervining else on those disks. And theyre 
pretty hot on protecting them, make no mis- 
take, 

Unfortunately for this PD Library, both DR 
and Amstrad PLC have the annoving habit of 
sueing other outfits that infringe their copy- 
night (last year it was rumoured that DR was 
going to take IEM to court over code “similari- 
ties” between CP/M and M3/DOS) for slightly 
more than an arm and a leg 

Don't forget that each master disk that you 
receive with your CPC has its own unique code 
number tucked away in the file code. This 
means if you're selling (Sorry, ‘pirating) copies 
of your CPC master disks, it can be traced 
directly back to you, even if you Dought the 
machine second-hand 

I won't mention the PD Library's name (this 
month, anyway) but... Cummon lads, do the 
decent thing and get these programs OFF of 
your software catalogue sharpish, otherwise 
Digital Research and Monsieur 5ucre’s 
Amstrad PLC may mysteriously learn of your 
name and address 


The History of Life, the Universe 
and Public Domain Software... 


n the beginning there was THE WORD and 

THE WORD was with God and the word 

was CP/M 

in six days, CP/M created The Business 
Computing World (OK, substitute “days” for 
years.) On the seventh day CP/M rested... 
While CP/M rested. a minor blue-chip devil, 
Known to mere mortals as MS/DOS (sponsored 
by IBM) stole the whole of the Business World 
from CP/M. But that’s another story... 

Meanwhile, CP/M looked down upon all 
that it had created and was most pleased with 
it but thought that it needed a “little some 
thing @xtra. And so our Lord put CP/M to 


sleep, took out one one of his “Profit 
Motivation” ribs and gave us Public Domain 
Software. 


But seriously 

The development, by Gary Kirdall, of the CP/M 
Disc Operating System (DOS) in 1974 was real- 
ly the start of the home-computing era 

The beauty of CP/M was that it wasn't 
machine-specific. It provided a standard DOS 
under which programs could be run. For the 
first time it became possible to swap software 
between different types of computers. 

A group of computer buffs in New York, led 
by Tony Gold, spotted the potential of this fea- 
ture and collected all the programs that they 
and their friends had written and wanted to 
share, on disk 

By the early ‘60s MS/DOS had arnved and 
(as had happened with CP/M), PD Libraries 
began to spring up for the IBM PC, too 


share where? 
About this time, someone had the bright idea 
of putting out cut-down versions of their pro- 
grams and sticking a little note in with the doc- 
umentation to the effect of: “If you like this 
program then a little dosh donation will secure 
you the full version and some user support.” 
The punter was happy because he'd had a 
Chance to see what the program could do 
before he shelled out his hard-earned readies 
The author was also happy because hed actu- 


WHERE 


«WACO UK. 9 South Close, Tanckenham TW? SJE. Telephone 01 896 
TORO. As well as beang a public domann library. WACCI is a fanzene of 
truly sengular qualety, Bung C150 to 9 South Chose and you ll receive 
asmaple issue with the PD hists coniaened therem. Bul do it today 
becuase the WACCI library i a CPC-specric library second bo none 
int Chae WK 

- OW Software. 62 Lascelles Avenue, Withernsea, North Humberside 
HUTS ZEB OW cs ihe source of the marvelious WIMP environment 
Geskiop reveewed last month. as well as an gargantuan grab bag of 
other quality programs. Six clans will pet you a PO cisk positively 
buigeng with supenor solware 

: Got a cassetie-based system, and teeling lef oul of the fun? Tough 
Mo. no. don | shuifle away gulking Send a blank cassetie and 40 new 
penmes to Robot PO library. 7 Trent Road, Oakham, Rutland LE15 
BHF and you ll receve a tape ammed packed wih gooders. If you re 
ong of (hose refining careful lyoes who consider (he iden of pending 
off 400! 16 an unionown address abeoluiely outrageous. you can send 
for a tree catalogue by conaching ihe above address (al leas! include 


ally got some tangible reward from all of those 
hours of mght-time programming 


Making it in the UK 
The concept of Public Domain software finally 
made the jump across the Big Pond in the early 
‘BOs but was very slow to take off in the UK. 

There were a number of reasons for this 
but, it has to be said, the main one was the 
refusal of the computer press to acknowledge 
that the stuff even existed. Stones were circu- 
lated that Public Domain software was unreli- 
able, machine-specific, of no use to serious 
users, etc 

Although it Cannot be denied that there are 
some less than sensational programs floating 
about the PD network, PD programs in general 
are just as good as commercial ones 

Indeed, some PD programs actually started 
their lives as full-blown, commercial CP/M 
packages costing loadsa wonga. Alter the Big 
Blue Chip boys took over the business world 
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® French demo mayhem from Robot PD. 


with MS/DOS, these programs represented Lit- 
Ue financial gain to their authors. So rather 
than see them disappear into obscurity, the 
writers donated the programs to the Public 
Domain network. A good example of this is 
JRT Pascal which, if you'd wanted to buy it 
three years ago, would have cost you a couple 
of hundred or s0 washers 
Nowadays is that there are loadsa PD 
Libraries around that have CP/M PD stuff 
ready configured for use on the CPC — plus a 
growing number of AMSDOS PD libraries. 


TO GO 


a Stamped addressed envelope. huh? 
» The CP Ml User heen 7? Mil Lane. Hawley. Dartford DAZ TAZ. The 
best CP M user group im the UK and they have lots and lots of quadity 
PD Bung them a lew Quid kr ac copy ol the lates! eget 

» TG OS PST Viel 7 cco 2 EN. & bulletin board wr in oe live 
ty CPC section and o lar je Broun a downlosdabie code The goad 
operates lor 73 hours a day |whal § thes Quy dowg for (he ofhes 
hour 66 you should be able to make Contact 

Stull PO Labrary. 4 mew library run by Alan Scully up in sunny 

Glasgow Soltware it available on both cassette and desk. and 
although the lebrary 4 peti; few, Ceere ¢ Baready an enpressive Cale 
logue of wares. Two Casseties-full well set you back S0p = stamped 
SAE « blank caaseties, (1 « stamped SAE « blarih Goth will ge! you 
twee Gees of software. Wine to Scull PD Library, 119 Laurel Dive 
oe EK Kilbride. Set GF5 SG 
Road. C = uchemseh Suns wel TNé vit Tel: O697 663 me Send 5 GA 
lor free C Pil catalogue 
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A word of caution 

Just because a program is said to run under 
CP/M it doesn't automatically mean that it will 
work on your CPC. 

To begin with, there are two versions of the 
DOS that work on the CPC - versions 2.2 and 
Plus (or 3.) Obviously, if you have a 464 which 
(because of the smaller memory) can only run 
v2.2, then the world of CP/M programs will 
remain a closed book to you 

But there is more bad news to come. Some 
CP/M Plus programs will not run on a 6128 
either. A good example of this is a program 
that has been designed to take advantage of 
the extra screen size on the PCW, say. 

And it gets worse. Because CP/M has been 
around for so long, there are versions of it 
which work on the old 8080 processor. Since 
Amold has the newer 280 chip, programs wrnit- 
ten for use with the 8080 will not work on the 
CPC either. 

No, that’s not the end of it, either. CP/M 
didn't stop its development at the Plus stage. 
Digital Research went on to design MP/M or 
Concurrent CP/M, which allows systems to be 
networked. Programs written for this system? 
Yup you've guessed — no joy. 

Why am I mentioning all this? Well, if you 
get a catalogue from one of the non-machine- 
specific companies, you will be impressed by 
the really humungous amount of CP/M pro- 
grams that they have in their collection. But 
beware, because there is no guarantee that 
they will work on the CPC, even if they have 
been correctly installed for your set-up. 

The CP/M User Group and PDSL are two 
such outfits, both very big and catering for all 
sorts of CP/M machines from the Kaypro, Wren 
and Osborne, nght through to the Sinus AT 

The same word of caution applies when 
you download software from bulletin boards. 
Make sure that you download from the CPC 
software section, otherwise you might be dis- 
appointed 

PD Libraries that are CPC-specific (such as 
Robot PD, WACCI and the Cynotel BB) are a 
safer bet. The people that run them know that 
their programs will run on a CPC. In addition, il 
you get stuck with @ program, you can give 
them a call and ask for help. 
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Do youneedtoknow 6% 
what happens ANY TIME O 
INSIDEa GUNNING CPC program? 
Get INSIDE INFORMATION! 
Install INSIDER into MUT. TTFACE 2 
RUN a program, let Multiface FRE EZE 
itand the INSIDER tel! you everything: 


I it fully Tere terry le finds lex : ; 

We t OF code, 
thows/alters RAM and 780 registers, Fg 
aurrnps to printer, etc. All this and more Ei a 
for es, Now on SALE for just £9.95 | 


| ‘nvaluable tool for machine code users 


The INSIDER has no use for piracy - see ihe box § i 
POsAc ee PID: 


Tw nin ic U6 IV 2a iPs 
| i i icv il } 2 ! #) 
Uile UI UIE (2 


You MUST NOT use ary of the above products to copy, reproduce or infringe in any way any Copyngh | maternal withoul the clear permission of thal 
ahi owner, We do neither condone for authonse the use of our products for ine reproduction oF Copyngn Matera - 16 G0 86 is LEGAL! 


es MULTIFA pe -— = 


|order a Multiface CD a0 £37.95 Rodos(Leees5 £19.95 Aodos MtraLlewes £6.95 Insider(_]-++s5 + p&p!: UK £1, Europe EZ, Overseas £3. 
| enclose a cheque/PO/cash for €.............. or debit my Access/VieaNo.| | | | | | | | | | | | [ | | [ | Cara exp............. 


Ee Carpets uke ricita aim eek mRNA tT RRRcRe RANA NMA KR ee RARER — 


The above reduced prices apply strictly onty to MAIL ORDERS received by 15.6.1990 


ROM Aste ROBOT VE © FD 54 Deanscroft Ave, London NW98EN §@} 24hrs (am xz (181-200-8870 





PROTON SOFTWARE 


Tel: 0462 686977 24 Hour. FAX 0462 G73227 
z EITITITILILILITITITILTILIIIIIIIII ET RODUCTSIN STOCK OOERSONAL SERVICE EFEELEL IEE LT LELITE LETTE EITILEIILLIETIITIrTE PEEEELEELELL LEE A ELITE EEE EET ELIT ] 
FREE PRICE LIST J: 1 STOCK PERSONAL SERVICE CALL US NOW FOR OTHER CALL NOW H 
AVAILABLE NOW SENT SAME DAY MON-SAT 9 - 6PM SPECIAL OFFERS 0462 686977 " 
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Mans, Double Dragon Predator Kamov Combat Schoo ng Share. Stapfight Aaneg: “ teins, Elite, Ace, sentina andy, High Fre 
CASS £10.50 large! Aonegade. Pigioon CASSC10.00 ae olarguade CASS £6.99 aon £1.99 each CASS 
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1 @ Hang tough with the new kids. 
on the Grid Iron block. Cyberbail 
kicks off turn to page 44 and 
waich those sparks fly! 
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@ “Plays like Tetris on acid!" - TW. 
Demonically addictive tile-juggling action from 
Domark. Once you start, will you ever be able 
to slop’? 








® Is ita bird, is it a plane, no it's Impossamoie. 
Monty Mole, Gremiin's earthmoving adventurer, 
returns on page 62. Tune in for more caped cru- 
sades now! 
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Good play calling is essential if your team’s 
to succeed. An airborne assault, throwing pass 
ifter pass, is a high-risk strategy that eats up 
Virtually 
r, but more 


the yards, leaving the clock 
untouched. Kunning th 
time 


aD all 15 sale 
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® Choose a play then try to complete thal pass. 
consuming. Sometimes, though, if a lot al 
Yardage is needed, there s no other chore than 
i Hail Mary bomb to the other end of tl 

On defence, 
Lombined with the choice 
[erent styles (long, medium o1 
four basic set-ups. Choose the defender that's 
to bé under your personal control, assign the 


= 7 4 , a a wah 5 = a i zt  . | 
BSt ol the ropo-thugs a job, and get to it 


of Paes =e oh ie ye oe 
ules even more frauc nt 


| playing three dit: 


short) Vou have 


rou 
have to quess alter youve selected youl 
play! = what the other team’s going to do 
Then track and trash their key man, no easy 
task as tons of of titanium titans collide 


For such a complex game, covering four 








Leen on-screen players, Cyberball can be for- 
given for being slightly less than stunning to 


‘w, The players and their movements are, 


Vie 
though, as clear as they need to be. The over- 
Da i te ol ah ie 1 P ee frome ‘ Toasts | . 
head view does detract Irom the immediate 
al 


. 4 i = . = = | | F os 
wiolence of the whole spectacle. but that’s not 


Vital to the game — there 15, alter all, the pleas- 
Mt] 4 TwWoch 


e's made. This is a war, where the strategies 


of metal on metal every time a tack: 
have been laid out in advance, The troops and 
their positions are the important thing, not 
watching the bullets fly. The excitement comes 
irom outwitting the + otha team and steaming 
past to score, or sacking their OB real hard 
Cyberball] is the best 


game to date, even though it isnt stnectly 


Ameércan football 


5 


based on it. There may only be six teams Dut 


TOUCHOOUR! 
PREPARE FOR | 
CONVERSION areey | 


® The blues sneak a touchdown. 


with hundreds of plays to eh seb pacs 
seuited a long, if bruising lite. The new rules 
are sometimes a bit strange, canta those 
Surrounding saleties and conversions, but then 
again robots probably dont understand crics: 
et! Used properly. even these quirks can be 
turned to your advantage and help make you 
Cyberbal] champions. Eventually! TW 











ACTION TEST 


JARGON BARGAIN 


American football is full of weird and wonder- 
ful buzzwords. AA takes a ‘time-out to explain 
some of them: 

Unload — tackling (or ‘hitting’) another player 
a5 a hard as possible. 

On the numbers - a well thrown pass thal 
hits the receiver high on the chest, where his 
team numbers are! 

Popped — Hitting an opponent with brutal 
force eg ‘This man really got popped’. 
Facemasked - a foul where one player 
grabs another by the facemask in a thinly dis- 
guised attempt to pull their head off! 


| Time out - Where the game stops for 30 sec- 


onds so teams can organise plays, who hits 
who and when etc. 

Bootleg - a disguised running play. 

Flea flicker - a highly complicated, highly 
risky multiple pass move. 

Nailed — being hit particularly hard by anoth- 
er player. 

Sacked - where the Quaterback's hit particu- 
larly hard by another player (uhhh, there's a 
lot of this hitting business going on here... 
Unsportsmanlike conduct — hitting another 
player particularly hard before the play starts. 
Late hit - hitting another player particularly 
hard after the play is over. 

LT - Lawrence Taylor, AA's fave footballer. 
Plays for the New York Giants in shirl number 
36 a5 a line backer and hits everybody particu- 
larly hard! (/ think we get the idea! - ed.) 


Pade 
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ACTION TEST 


ar q ey ' ch ff 
; rYrOrasS a 9.99 Ce 


poystick/keys 


One minute youre in this 


ass of mead (and we all 
AnOoW flow sociable you 
are! — ed), and the next 
youre wandernng through 
this creep-filled castle try 
ing to save the world! 

It's a funny ‘old game 

this Bioodwycn. It all start: 
ed quite innocently when 
lob of the hardest, most 
cunning, hit hly-pe wered 
peeps in the wears were all gathered at the 
Inn carousing, quafting ale, and telling tall sto- 
nes about their feats of daring-do! 

When someone suggested a quick romp 
around the dread castle Zendrick, you know 
just 1OT a laugh, it seemed like a dared good 
idea — at the time! Little did the eight fool- 
hardy warmrors who actually volunteered 
realise, their leaders had been possessed by 
the Bloodwych, legendary white mages al 








Trazere, and they were about to lead them on 


the most dangerous adventure ever. Zendricn, 
a Darth Vader figure who deserted the 
Bloodwych to specialise in sp MR general 
nastiness, Was summoning a lord of Srerakic's 
And when these lords of = 6S come to town 
they trash the place, totally They dest oy all 
life - men, women, children, dogs, cats “mad 
cows, éven estate agents. There's Ss one chance 
a long shot, Dut it might just w Pop up into 
the fortress and put Zendrick on the chopping 
list! 

It the team(s) can get into the fortress and 
nick the four Crystals of Holding, they may 
avert armageqcdon. And, as well as dying in a 
horribly painful fashion, these heroes stand a 
chance of becoming inconceivably rich 
pretty darned famous into the bargain. A pro 
posal thats Known in the adventuring trade, as 
an offer you can't refuse. Be murdered by a 
rampaging demon or sulier eternal wealth! 

As party leader you first select the four 
(fooljhardy freebooters to sally forth. You can 

ive their abilities, kit and magic skills the 
once over and then it's off to the castle. The 
game actually begins with the squad having 


46 AMSTRAD ACTION 


bar enjoying a sociable 








bi EDWARD 


sid 


gained access to the fort. Select the marching and Bards @aqger to tell Tales. But they have all 
order, and then take the merry bunch around been frustrated by the lack of real power they 
the place killing/Dargaining/begaing with th had over their parties. The Bloodwych boys 
things/people you meet. There are doors to nave no such problem. Using an icon 


be unlocked, secret panels to lind, trea system. all the info vou need is 
sure and weapons to collect. The either on display or just a but 


Pats at the thin cee he ear ole aera 

kind | meLo Wings ' OU Saul oa MF Lon CilcHe rey 
miifed if you didnt find in a geen * W From the most impor- 
dungeon are all there “ty oe tant functions like 
ine party wew of the prepanng a Spee lor Dat 
VOT 1§ Straight anhéad nto tle, OF arranging party 
a 3D cormidor. They can marching order to 
charge forward tum those litte trivial things 
Sidestep and most impor- ike food and water, all 


tantly run like a mad thing are controlled with the 

small arrow icon. Its 
intially off-putting, but after 
the night key, while your team a few minutes of wandering 
strolls around hacking, slaying and you soon get the hang of it. Well 


Gites do what they do best 


oF ror Hin Wi meal cee er | 
and Dar tne Yay UNL YOU tig 








—— Stairs can be found - eventually there's very little choice, alter all- it's 
o each of the four towers in which the jewels ejther learn of die 

are tached: then and only then can you go on Eacn character has a set of the usual Stats 
a zendnick hunt (hit points, strength, charisma etc) and a whole 


cf foo? 


ay = Fo — — 5 Les - wh = » oh *aeb ay yao 
WOW th PTe are Heroes ¢ 2 H) the Lance LU | iO Oj Kil wh Diay PE pieke | Pee ee peete |! i: oe 


= 7 200F CHaAP leans - 


=S8eee a 


a re hE 
og 


© Choosing » party couldn't be easier: just click on their shields then look up their stats. 


ACTION TEST 





The current leader of the pack ~ Turn that page, 


Close the book 


7 | . 4~ | ~ Spell title 
EF ee —the ecmee st we Cast that spell! 
_EnCHanGe La pe 4 , eae , 


| The Castle itself 


The (all important) attack icon The spell book 


Click here to look in your 
a, bag 





| The status panel 


= fi 
PL int Sel I 


’ Open doors 


~ Scrolls 


| The other party members 


| The movement panel, Ahead, 
turn left, step left, step back etc 





= Tm | abet 2 hs i Inn =p be “ot eee bet a “a , me ins ma ey - a | Seen io | ere ae TT. re eee > s = =r = = 1 — — laa eo tt PL be ie ay ee © 
Dod has in thei hand and what items are and how much useful stuff they've got! With world hangs on the one little arrow hovering 


som Le = fk to =F lan a f- . 1 Br ty rar) hae a F na mr fe 4 y “ ye wal Lt Pan fe eck, a i _ er ee a. | | 
tucked away safely in their back-pack this two-player element and great dungeon on the screen TW 


EVeryDody gets spells to use (DUE Magicians graphics, Bloodwych is off to a stormer. At last 
jet a better chance of completing their wiz theres an adventure you can see, touch and 
= ror ho | fim } ie! i a j re | 4 ans 16 ha Ei 1 a ye toe a ee 8 . > ee a 5 a 2 ote Pa 8 
ardry) and for this its just a case of browsing ight in with out having to spend hours flicking 


through the spell book looxing lor the appropn through text screens 


= & = tal ¥ oe ml eos —— a = = = aim i 1 = — = a = a en Se oye any = 
ei uate be Wied pons Valy as ao ine armoul ral Blan MIWYyt i] could neve! be called i XC iG, 
1 i " 7 mares, 7a " F De ee ee F- a Pe eri i i lee a we ed | 
Ings, and better kit can be blagged en routs although hfe can get fraught. Its the mental 
TATee k | “ * a4 i x . a a me : * 15 j fae oy ly ee st eS ee ao be 1 = 7 aS a lif ie = sles FS 
With two players, Bloodwych really comes exercise thats the fun. ll you are to solve the 
a eas Le 4 7 ms ‘trulra Ih i fj | iF revs . a a] a | 2 rei regal oral. Mere, a a A ah le 
Into Its own. Each Md vO tlds bbe! UME Det) MYStery Ol BIOOUTWYCn then every Square inch 
gence we Par Lar ricer wy ere t] pir WTS i y' “cyl ol a | " rire: t Lary | Epa ior ae Cc rchearl 
“A dik Leh ee or eee b o6UE ] el dM f vec ll Se | hu Lit sok i a Pa, Pie oka Lica te cA ey BA Cad han A 1 
| SFr Li Pome cro: en i ri j Peri ai E] a La! | } waren ye Peer le ‘eehepealck ge Thee rl f 
Lappe a J LA I Lt a UP Paes | x | "hail Lit | Pa] ee it f LFgh ee Whe bat oe ERR Se Mp Aa Pus dat FULL 
appear on screen. It's up to you to either help simple to play once you force yourself to study 
ri, 3 cop bes * lage om. 5 ay = | A = a = my TP err Set os = i = 4a os = 
Or ght them — it really depends how healthy the instructions. Hemember, the fate of the 




















The Verdict 

















GRAPHICS ..................... 84% - 


Split-screen excellence 


Clear, solid and strong 





SONICS .......... ...... 00% 


I i = Fr: wy a = et ee 
l ted = hme mir Tho = 5 
No re Ras Te LD OF . wn ES > et We * Le ore 


GRAB FACTOR... 55% 
@ intimidating icons intially 
M@ Getting lost is easy 







STAYING POWER ..92% 
|_| One huge castle to roam. 


Save Game feature make life easier 











AA RATING 
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ACTION TEST 





Dinamic @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 





The Deathbringers are coming to town 
Normally, this means the rape, pillage and mut 
der of countless innocent human colonists. Not 





this time, though, because the settlers have 
called | AMC (Astro Marine Corps)! 

The Deathbringers are a scabby band of 
that's evil in the galaxy, outcasts that have 
bancled toget 








_ iy 
| | 
La kk 





ler in an attempt to conquer civil 


—" = — my es ; | iF t . | F 
sation. The only ad olan is for a single 





stormtrooper to seex out and 
a fal ole eT } er F - = be - . j a Fae lus iF a, wart, 1g =. ; 
cestroy their home bask Ker, and kes nothing n in a Live lives, it IOOKS a inamc fas linally got 
You YOM A a ric ra | i ' t Ly Pe ni j p=: F 7 | i | 11] i 8 | erm | ee i a ¢ q l // > Ay i The =H 
it YOM aCTOSS Live Couple oO ACe Manes LAE GUCuILy levi Lg AIG 1S @asy @nougn 





Deathbringers World destroy: chomp! ior the beginner to start while peng Hard 


Ing. as ever everything In Your It's not the concept thal enough to test the Best at the finish. Sign up 


path as you find the entrance to makes the game special, its foday —the Loms may not pay well but they ve 
| li caren ae bs =) tt we a 5 = a te r LC oP Pr Ptr rs Lice 7 Ta r i r % LIES ee Tce ep ere iit | | ] 
the enemy base. That's the mission the feChHnIqUeSs Fol a great line in job satisfaction TW 
and it means eigmt sections of hori- Starters, the parallax 


zontally-scrolling destruction. And Sscroiing 1 superb. Hut 
of course, the AMC give their boys t's the monsters that FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 
the biggest, baddest quns available ie the real heroe 
Including a qun that can fire ame From the huge Mega 
are te -Way shots when the beast at the end, te 
going gets really tough the run-oi-t nil] giants thal 
The marine § dropped on the planet at plague the second section, they al 





the beginning of the battle, while above move lar too [ast lor their own 
his head hovers a drone ship to drop good — Le. you have to kill 
those power-ups thal are so much them real quick belor 


nun Storming In trom the mnght they get you! 








come hordes of insect-men, but i AMC's full t 
tney dont last long even in sin ertlov F r 
gle-shot mode ” inging down things to blast 
from the heavens, just afew bug pulse along 
bodies later, drops a pod. Blast it 

Lo reveal the prize awarded by the from nowh 

drone ship for being such a death 
crazed lunatic. Care is essential, mind, leap up and dissoive careless 
as the Deathbringers often do the dirty and gun-toting loons 

replace the goodie with a Nasty surprise, such With nine fils belore you die and 


a5 a bomb or 4 man eating plant 
The running about and sara Py continue 
over hill and under dale as legions i Insectoid 
life-forms charge your way. And although the 
guys you fight arent that hard, the ones that 
hide in the scenery are dein Barly into the 
battle there's a man-eating plant to marvel at 
Irom the inside, first time round! And later 
ee @ are As monsters and large blue dragons 
that attack from off-screen 
AM c’ 5 a two-load game, $0 il you get past 
the half-way point you get a password for the 
rest, The second hall gets really sticky, with 
more vicious beasties of ever-increasing size 
launching themselves at you. Meantime, you 
get more meaty weapons al 
flame thrower being the 
bestest - to play witl 
As the game crews to 


a close you enter the 


Fem = — of Do ee 
b ase and Lele dD Pigs 
i f ee) ed ' 
PR ee Bt ete lente ot ') a 
Fe + im fal ar 5 sure 
por nk bball ok a A ere 

te E a ale ante 
Snowocowgl OW ks nso om 


King of th rath 
bningers Basically 


1 tinosaur in a tin 7 "i 7 7 
SLi he S 6hUd real 


al 
fam eS 
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fe po rT, 
ita oa 


48 AMSTRAD ACTION 





* 


= 4& 





SESSSBSRBBRBRBRBRBRBSRBBERBRSBRBRBRSRBRBeRSRBRBERBRBRBeRSeeeReeeeeeaeeeees 
; | © 1990 MIRRORSOFT LTO C) 1989 UCS & Ambiin — 


IMAGE WORKS, irwin Howse, 112 Southwart Street, London $21 OW. Tel: 071-978 444 SCREENSHOTS: Atari 7 465 Coortesy of MGA 


“rLshelt tS 





Lad» 


ACTION TEST 








KLAX 


Goimark O £5,995 cant, £1499 cia 





Kiax is a state of mind, not a just game. -Three 
blocks of the same colour in a line constitute a 
Alax. A Vertical, horizontal or even diagonal 
line 1s fine — and as long as they are all the 
same colour you ré on to a winner. It’s getting 
a Alax that's the problem 

A table stretches 
At the 


Out Deore Vou 
near end 15 small pad- 
die that can catch 
and hold, up to five 
tiles at a time. A stab 


of the fire button 


the top tile 


into the 


sends 
falling 
drop zone 





[t's here that Kiax’s are made. Sc 
what You drop where requires 
though, DIAnnINg and good 
old natural talent! 

Down the table roll differ 


end, giving you oodles ol 
time to deciae where each 
one showld — if things work 
out — fall for max Klay poten- 
tial. No problem when they roll 


beak. GWA | 


n later levels 
they 
down in packs 
it's time to play on 


Instinct and mot intel- 


“i = | " rh ith 
One DY OMe 


Dul o 


hurule 
Then 


PRESS FLIP 
To 
CONTINUE. & 


As the 
progress the 
of different colours 
increases, a5 


thelr speed 


also Certain tasks to complete before you Clea! 


each screen or warp. It could be creating ten 
Kiax's or scoring 10,000 points. Others tasks 


are about as welcome as a hole in the head. 13 
diagonals? Come on Domark, be serous! 

Each different style of Klax carries a differ: 
ent points value. [hree in a Stack is simpulecity 
itself and scores virtually no pomts, A horizon- 
tal line helps any score sheet gain respectabill 
ty, while a diagonal is pointsville personified, 
Cocky Klaxxers can go for even bigger scores 
by working for the infamous ‘Big A’ or Alaxs 
that lead to each other. As a Alay is scored the 
tiles disappear and the ones above fall into 
their place, hopefully creating yet more lines 
mechanical stuff doesn't sum 


Ls ory 


ip 


SECOND OPINION 
‘The gameplay and even [ne aispray 
looks shallow and fussy at first. if just 
goes lo show you should never judge 
DY appearances — if is fruly excelent 


game Ail 


GREEN SCREEN 
Unplayabdle, alas 


50 AMSTAAD ACTION 


hi 





Ss 


a 


TTiPd aL 


i ) 


os Gon Hew 
I HH 


1 
j 





the full frantic fun of Klax. It’s pure panic, 
poured onto disk. At the outset you choose the 
starting level, but, this has little bearing on the 
length of the game. If you choose the easier 


a -s Ens a 1 Ee 

Large cc ei aos Sie ta re: Ce en os Pe 
j= Leis WP fa ak at Ley El Si Cord Bb ad and See WA ek 
oe ho le =e oT tpet he ole ‘ " iF | roe ate ae 
CrODsS 1 we 4 14 bt ae Latitenh &§ ae! t= Lect 
hi TI a nat FATA hte ab, q Te ré 
Lty ji | eve Loe e 8 dh peu - lf t ie Et 


rons, Dut vastly harder targets 


| 7 he= 7 oa ar erry Sia Aes 3 co 
Lié WI SLX LOT Pxammne, WET Mas 


ary EFin ania 
IW Alex § 
eee = 5 i F 7 ye f lew, fo =o a 
WICH SOU! De a Plece Of Cake [or any expen 
r = re | 7 ar F oo ie | a Ale i | 1 oe = | P| =. a iF ee] 
enced player, surely’ No chance! A few tiles | 


flash 


and you find a five-tile diagonal appeal 


Ihe urge to bé ovendes common 


Sense 


ing (ims scores mega points and 


a a 1 Le . pr . PA 7 
oOuUnLS as three Ajays). [hen 


* ) ow 


1 
Ve CMB Sau Pigs Lie ae Fil 
LL A awe Coc hy be WB dn Le flat LIL 


iiris fT rr | ria reel cart 
LE is | ae 5 ey 1 BSF ie J 
arta ras date Tech Urey Wal aa ul 
dh test ee Bae Pott PL bee | 
I 7 bia © Lal ad i] To mm 
rt FEL od PE Bale } is ih 
oe ° Try J an | ae ie r 
La Lk aabd : E ai i i Lt 
Were] + ctoae fron Pe ry ice 
| CISe LO Siath ie ome 


=, = ar rar Li © 7 
Chavenge Lr ving Li Ofgal 


ise the tues into some sen 
blance of order. In despera- 


tion, YOu Can Nuri the tes Dack 


This averts the crisis 


up the table 


for three or four seconds. and as ane 


=p = not ie 1 eo “Te z r mines 
used ae Sci i LOuS LL Lis bps ch he 1g a in 
a sh -, aw r | a 
Kiax - well he may never have said tha 


exactly, but it's the same idea 


FT i ae oo iy le > Pa a a as ey Te ria) 
Klax 15 simple in concept and design — sim 
L 


ple, not basic — looxs good, drawn in big bold 
colours. Initially the view creates some confu- 
sion, but expenence easily erodes this 
linfarhin a | i i ae eae rr : A oe ee De ae, al 


= ea 
a) ie ll iil i 
_- az t i ; 

ee | FE Le af mb he fee ‘al bi itt — ee ee 


Based on colour its unleasible to 
even try and make to work in mono 
. get tne most OUL You! 
CPC, however, with slightly different 64K and 
128k code. On 6128s the backgrounds change 
with the levels, on the 464 they stay the same 
It makes no difference to the game itself, but is 
Still 4 pleasant surpnse 

Klay has the opportunity to take t 
of the CPC shape game. Tetris, the only othe! 
game in the same league, was bodged on the 
LPC, leaving the field clear [or Domark 5 lateral 
thinking masterpiece 

The magic of the game, is that it 


Perr Vi Ik terme 7 rn tch ti Pole pel) tears 
Minas 1 Dave LO Waid We Les TO LOWarIcs 


in green 
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12 mantle 


Warps 


a ee ae ey 2 a Pe 1a = esl 2 
decide where they'll go, juggle the 


You and 
a i a a = ; my eed | a Lae Pe al i Lwite a 
pieces on the paddle, try to catch those falling 


were comMmnninea th 
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really : 


give it 
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SPRITES ALIVE 


|x * * SOFT EXCHANGE « « x 


All Fun School 2 Range £6.99 (Cass) £8.99 (Disc) 





_ THE Uttimate GAMES DESIGNING SYSTEM. 











you want to write professiona IDoki ing games, than look no further Sprites Alves th 
a! odvanced ond power ful gone dengning tystem ever io be stars foe thee 
ey reioacd Pt reyiei 
phn VERSION 222. me 
- = . . hie Gece ofc Soe Al ONS you On @aino ru 9nd whech OOn Ee usec 
1943 International Druid ¢ nhehevabie (iin within bos DrogTonns 
790 Karate ssialer ace A | COMPILER VERSION $29.95 
| ; : omimnator Evening Star lhe sarcdat version o = Alive hos of the feotures of the basic version. but ols 
Ace of Aces International , wy a ee Be urea OF “hae ape Mange raat 
Alli # Lisa 3 Manager Gary Lineker Wizard Of War re ude: tf @ con is lot, whch w 1 otk aw ¥C ut De or ams to 1 a Up 5 16 teres fos hit} 
Arkanoid Jack the Nipper Blastercicts Gargoyle fF ET SOOTY SRN ers TD Te AAI ETT Se Sees ree 
Barbarian Joe Blade 3 infocrond Artura Om PROGRAMS HAVE THE FOLLOWING FEATURES 
Batman 3D Jungle Warrior Gl Hero Technacen » Uses sirnote BASE « Jovsick/ keyboard cr 
baseball Leaderboard Spy ¥ Spy Metherword « Works in Mode 0.and Mode © AuTOmanc masse COMMnchs 
ae Masters of the Bey. ice Palace Macrocosmica ge h pine by pare! n gage Ha pobs ah ci sich ig 
| Bionic Commondo Universe Passing shot |. $. Sphere e Comprehensve 75 page manua o 6d sux h sowites 
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hee sshon Ehevator ail ll s : a7ok OOo Doe ree 7 CcerTuTi nth Ooch lo BAS 
Bowing Manager Monty on the Run Trivia SIE AITNS » M4 iricechire Corin reckin o & Beale ete talion Orocwrew 
Bronx St Cop Night Raiclers Galaxy Force Handicap Golf ee ee ” “ - 
Buggy Boy Sek oF Ace Karnov Pass On The Wind COMPILER FEATURES 
captain Blood = peter Beardsley - Howard Duck Marauder + Bane up tn 16 res Foner ine BAe 
prod sprin Platoan Battle For Midway Northstar » Dura :, te 4 times foster than ihe Loser Comodar 
Combat School Predator Thriller Pack Sapiens : vale they bebas ciate 
Crazy Cars Ramo Live & Let Die Espionage ; te nt of ma nner de needed 
Critical Mass Rampage Football Manager The Deep ; 
Crystal Castles Psycho Hopper President Super Ski we have had a number c from ex : wners. and with the 
Daley Thomason Roadrunner Hirt She i Win: neo we [ = | © mm tha re hee ee 
p acters of Bob Winner 
Dragon's Lair OGG GISslers American football Mach 3 Mr §. Durfam ‘ au . ye : 
Enduro Racer Rolling Thunder acco) ive Ady W. Susses TY : 
Enterprise samural Trilogy Bigahes R- Type package: i , , 
Exploding Wall short Circuit Boulderdash Dynamic Duo DONTE welt oe z 3 A 
F1é Falcon 2pace Harner Int! Karate Jet Bike Sim Abi § na oy Fu 
rad World nad eee Pub Games Tiger Road 
izzy vY Spy Palitron rawor EXISIING OWNERS OF SPRITES AUVE BASIC CAN UPGRADE 10 Th 
Fighting Warrior Stif Lip & Co Driller sera P SENDONG US THEI SYSTEM DISC AND.A CHEQUE F 
Future Bike Strip Poker 2 ui | antes Piecse make Chegues/posio per fotMe io lex a 
Footballer of the Street Fighter Pro-BMx scrabble 
Year Summer Games. Laser Compiler Bubble Ghost Aelin Dencecene euldtinhe tot Avalos AM oe 248 wilh dik rerncey encore sweet cm: Gliak orth 
Gaunthet 2 super Cycle Bedlam Super Hang On : a : — — 
Green Beret Super Leaque Monopety Hercules GLENCO SOFTWARE, Dept AA, 
Guarcten Supersprint Scalextric Samurai Warrior 15 ALFORD LANE, WHITEHOUSE FARM, _ 
akon secir ttane Nexus Super Sports STOCKTON ON TEES, CLEVELAND TS19 O@P 
Hyperspors Wayof Tiger? Yen Re» _TevePHONE: (0642) 606358 
| . Eye Football Manager 


Ikari Warriors 


Wonde 






ee | 
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STRATEGY SOFTWARE 


Strategy games for the Amstrad CPC 

















































































Thuncherbinds £4.99 - THE FALL OF FRANCE - - BATTLE OF THE BULGE - OPERATION BARBAROSSA 
Con Cirous........ £4.99 Gothic £5.49 10th May to 25th June 1940 Véth December to 16th January Sed June 1941 io Oh May 1945 
Miya i aro Phe 9 oy ¢ ey it i ALie "a is Pa i af te See - 16 (ate ig! tl ape 1 Eat! hie ta a re Chenre any a 
j Lunia Fa i v rena an LE 

Galaxy Force preaaey aS ey Derk tar £5.49 ope | Aome Te Pare’ Chon The ig 17 Blea tare tise Garret, Oa bbe 
Powerdrift f4.49 ‘lime Scanner........ £5.49 ee Panter dvapons force mao LY 
Shinobi £649 5.0.1 £5.99 1S Duen sign cocmaac beeakttrough. SOR sation 1 "oe eee 
MEMES , £6.49 afterburner £5.99 sy r- “ty at oops Oe ~* = Begum i7 German unas held up at S$ 1S Senge of Lencyrac beget 
Running ‘AAI -3 oo | ' 9 setae eevee Crcamnaiin | With pew Bastogne bry LS sp elite aun & airy 
Renegade 3 £3.99 a oh 3 tite La. gemey ol day Tc ST Kure fal 
Wizball 53 o9 b ack Vol c | 7 Ls LI er ; ria ill Pes Brae. : J eieat as 
Circus Games... £4.99 Galaxy Force £7.99 | an pMetaere ot Migros 
Thunder Blacte £5.49 Real Ghostbusters. £7.99 ; oa Aavarnce 3 SOD | MAY 1082 : 
Bionic C nand ss ke Overlander £6.99 brought forward to push los me —_. 

onc COMmanda : Coie rans, Ko JANUARY 1004 
6G. Prix Sel £3.49 Hopping Mad £6.99 26 US Sends ded Army to rnebeve [19 Seets rekeve Lerengrad 
Offshore Warrior... £3.49 0 Shinobi Loy | 31 Germans routed at Staingrad 
THOM .....210000: £349 Altered Beast £5.99 : Disk £17.00 
Viclory Road £3.99 Super Scramble £8.99 Tape £10.00 Tape £10.00 
Dragons Lair 1 £3.99 eval ra ' : 
Dragons Lair 2 aap Cee 57.79 State machine type. Outside UK add £1.00. Cheques or Postal Orders 
Last Duel r4.99 Base ball Eg.99 cast Payable to STRATEGY SOFTWARE 
Road Runner £46.99 Classix 1 £6.99 Send to - STRATEGY SOFTWARE (AA), 32 Albert Street, Seaham, Co Durham SA7 7LJ 
Run The Gauntlet £6.99 Navy Moves £11.99 | 
War In Miadie Earth £6.94 Champ Sprint £12.99 
Arcade Force 4 £46.99 Eve | 64.99 
Rod Pykes Coll £4.99 | 


Go Crazy (6 Gms) 
Flight Ace (4 Gms) 
Football Manager 2 
Qutrun 

Gemind Wing 

4 Soccer Sim 





MINI OFFICE 
£13.95 (DISC) 


Previous encounters 
with Doom saw you 


Afterburner | too busy saving your 
barbarian MAXELL BLANK DISCS |] | can akin 16 worry 
Secs Ace £2.25 EACH | | about the future of the 
Chain Reaction £20.99 FOR 10 planet. In THE LAST 





DAYS OF DOOM you'll 
do just that! The final 
part of the Doom 
trilogy will keep you & 











HEZAARIN! 





F Seen Sala name mnt Includes {ree NEW game - 
Orders under £5.00 add 50p P&P. Send Cheque/P.O. to: | | 


Soft Exchange 


081-653 9094 


CPC (disc sala les £14.95 


PW ies ccprmerescisrrcncsieste sssseneer £14.95 
your Robot Dog busy 
plus 50p P&P for days! 


PO Box 39, Stilton, Peterborough PE7 3RL Tel: 0733 244682 


081-653 9094 101 Clifton 
London, SE25 6QA 





' 
! 
| 





ACTION TEST 


VENDETTA 





System 3 @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 


Vendetta: A private feud 
between two families. 
They started it, you'll fin- 
ish it. The terrornsts with 
whom you first crossed 
swords in Saigon have just 
made the biggest mistake 
of their miserable lives. 
Now they're going to die! 
Horribly and painfully’ 
| Your family were once 
the dream team of the 
defence department, You 
were thei superstar squad leader who always 
got results in that nightmare that was ‘Nam 
Your brother was the leader of scientific 
weapons research Then, 
after a clash with some 


VIN TTA 


is a A Pe 


were busted down to the 
rank of civilian. Only your 
Bro’ and his daughter kept | 
the faith, and with theirhelp EE 
you pulled through. But the 
very same forces you fought 
in the jungle have returmed 
to haunt you in the city. 
They've kidnapped your 
brother and niece in a bid to 
steal military secrets. 

The police think you did 
It, the army think you did it 
Only you know that THEY 
did it. Now it's a question of 
proof! Vendetta takes you on 
the vengeance trail, trying to 
piece together the clues and 
rescue your loved ones 

The world of Vendetta is 
a 3D land where you can walk around objects, 
pick them up and use them. The heroic ex- 
Green Beret can search and punch anything he 
finds, but there's no hanging about, there's a 
real strict time limit. The first building he 
arrives at is the warehouse. This must be ran- 
sacked to provide the necessary answers 
There are computers that need disks, crates 


SECOND OPINION 
“A bit of a plod if you're not into iso- 
metric 3D puzzlers, bul a gsc 
example of the genre.” 


GREEN SCREEN 
it's all monochrome $0 no bother! 


that need crowbars and many other items, use- 
less when nabbed but essential later oan 

As well as the whereabouts of your kith 
and kin, you also desperately need to find the 
car keys. Finding the motor (yet another Ferran 
F40!) is no problem, but opening and starting it 
prove a much tougher proposition. Success is 
Vital, as the only way to progress from level to 
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@ you want to get ahead, get a gun. 





® Hmmm a video recorder, now whal use is that? 





@ He's going for the car! 





rect, Le. quickest, way to bag them all So 
a Wandenng 1s rendered redundant after a 
few sorties on each level 
mind-melting level of frustration 
that make these games such a challenge and 


level 15 Via a dnving sub-game. In this excel 
lent twist it isn't dying that's on your mind but 
time. If you dawdle here it cuts into the time 
for next level 

The trail continues as the Vendetta is ful 


it has the 


filled. Location leads to location and the clues as such is the best example yet of the Last 
fit together, building into incontrovertable evi- Ninja IT genre of 3D hide and seek. A spe- 
dence proving your innocence. Each section is clalised taste, it will take many gamers by 
punctuated by another driving section for vari- storm. But it will only catch on if you can 
ety devote hour after hour to retracing your steps, 

Of course, the terromsts aren't kindly dis trying to get the combination of item collection 
posed to your snooping about and planning nght. I you let it get under your skin the 
rescues. 50 they try to stop you with a subtle Vendetta could well end up being between you 


blend of outright ents and extreme vio and your CPC! TW 

qos =(Jence. All you've got to fight 

: | with at the beginning is your = 

ere bare hands and a boy scout ‘' 
imife. Not an Impressive arse- 
nal ae a omapede ir ained ‘Bsy- 


tial IS a Gun. Pie are 0 cnt 
lying around the place, but 
you need an authorisation 
pass and some bullets before 
its time for some Trootin 
tootin shootin 

With too much to do and 
not enough time to even think 


The Verdict 


GRAPHICS... 
|. Very detailed 
1 @ Very monochrome 


about how to do it, Vendetta 

walks a tightrope of tension : : . <2) 
ee eo SONICS orcssscrssciases oe: 6 

and frustration. If you make it 

| jaa Reasonable music and effects. 

through a section with sec 

onds to spare, then you 


GRAB FACTOR.......63% 


B® Highly irritating for the first timer. 
The 


° graphics are simply, | STAYING POWER ..92% 
Bb ee "bog otal BP if Sr. mt SLI Y is : ) : 
This There's one real solution 
can you find it? 


Dbreath a sign of reliel, die at 
the hands of a thug and and 
curses fill the air 


Diainly and basically Speccy monotones 
Can cause problems when it comes to finding 
things, but the eye soon becomes adjusted. It's 
also disconcerting when you find that certain 
paths are blocked by invisible walls — just try 
Walking around the car’ These problems con't 
actually hamper you, as the essence oi 
Vendetta is learning where items are and the 


SPECIAL FORCES: A POTTED HISTORY 


Operative since 1941, the “who dares wins” brigade contains the most feared soldiers. It was founded by 
David Stirling during the desert campaign of WWII. The leadership was taken by RB ‘Paddy’ Mayne 1943. 
Being ultra brave, ‘Paddy’ had a habit of playing billiards before (and sometimes during) a battle! 

Combat survival is a 
vital part of SAS training 
and on one exercise 
they are left for four 
days in the jungle. All 
they have for food is 
one bar of chocolate 
and a packet of biscuits 
~ and they're not even 
Hob Nobs! 

All the information 
for this plece was thor- 
oughly researched and 
help of Ollie's Big Boys 
Book of the SAS"... 


Waveart: 


Monochrome pics very colourful 


gameplay 























DEFENDERS OF 
THE EAR Lil 


It's what 
Saturday morm- 
ings were made 
for — mindless 


Drill cartoons 
There was a 
golden 


sleep-nlled stu- 


it was pos 


sibie to cK 
quite 


between 


freely 
Real 
Ghostbusters and L ene or the ree 
Now Ghostbusting is OK, but, it ain't got thi 
hip and groovy tune at thee front fee 
Defenders. “Oh Four Bight cit sca ing 
the Barth (stop and stop singing 
now! — é&d] 

This ‘Kicking tune is also the way games 
players are welcomed to the world of Flash, 
Lothar, Mandrake and Phantom on the CPC, 
Ming leers over the tithe screen, with that all- 
powerful, merciless, very green look he does 
Jedda and the rest of the ‘L plate 
defenders aren't to be seen, but Zuffy — the 
cutesy thing they always.throw into.these 
shows — makes the occasional appearance 

The state of play is this: the aforemen- 
tioned young whippersnappers have been kid- 
napped by Ming and his Ice Robots. The DOE 
‘nosse' have to try and get them out before 
Ming thinks up a really nasty fate for them 
involving power tools and blamanche 

The Defender chosen to bear the brunt a1 
the mission iS Flash ‘saviour of the Universe 
Gordon, Armed with a Diaster and three pro 
tective shields, he has to run through the 
palace, avoiding or trashing as many robots as 
possible, trying to find the kids. The main 
Opposition comes from small leaping box 
droids, zombies with bazookas, and flying 
dustbin lids. They all take a lot of killing, $0 
Flash ‘14 hours to save the Earth’ Gordon has 
to be Sek ey sharp on the shooting SLU 


Hecome 


singing 


so well 











wa 
a 


erie? 





Terreriere erie A. 


ACTION TEST 





=. = : =~ = : 


OAD AT 


® Octon gets mean al the end of Level One. Jump, shoot and move! 


More Ming problems become apparent il 
Flash ‘same red suit {or Gordon 
around in one room too long Tne, the 
' alarms sound and the little ¢ 
he's got left drains away. 

The playing arena is composed of flick 
screens — which means.you get some exceed 
surprises — and doorways. For 
most of the portals you just send FG 

ick to Spirit him'to the next room 
Some, though, are locked and this is where the 
Defenders chip in..As soon as Flash ‘con 
vincing rocketships’ Gordon finds one of these 
ne has to Summon help 

Pressing ‘1° alerts Dinac-A (the Delenders 
super computer), who sends the best-suited 
defender to the aid of the DOE's (Department 
of the Environment? — ed) beleaguered leader. 
Then he hangs around, killing all the time, 
while they open the doo! 

There are bits and bobs to pick on the road, 
important of which are the energy shields, 
which act as life counters. Flash ‘best swim 
mer on three planets’ Gordon takes heavy 
damage from the word go. Even with three 
lives and a bar full of energy, he's still lucky to 
live for more than @ couple of mins! There are 
simply to many foes, too often 

When Enigma Variations announced that it 
had nabbed the DOE licence, there was a 
great deal of scepticism. Gilbert hardly 
showed promise, being a speccy port and all 
graphics and 
all the more 


ria Ai) Sy ce |” 
ey) YedIs 


hangs 


Intruder 


+ lee = = Sn 

Ingiy Nhasty 
i ns a a] 
in ee 


press the st 


ft net 


And this makes the 


— ee | r ah oe _ 
ene! of DOE seem 


system 
Countless 
Walks from one 


some Very in 
= Tut = bam | =, Wit 
easier intro. With 


he better turn 


robots wouldnt have a hope against 





makes life even mo! . — 


omy 
times Flash ‘Ahhhhahh’ Gordon 
room to another. only to fall 


over a droid who immediately drains half his 
energy’ AS you can imagine, it all makes fo7 


tense gaming 
DOE hangs together well, but could use an 
¥y enemies it might 
real DOE to help. The 
red tape, 


this man 


19 to the 


waffle and acid rain, but with a blaster the 
Defenders have to be red hot to 


slight | 


Stand even a 
TW 


chance 





GRAPHICS 
Fast flick-screens 
@ Run-of-the-mill enemies 


POPP ee. . fe 


a" 












The sprites aren't 


hcg } 
SnOCeINGIyY GOOG 


it bade « 
t 4 & the most orginal, but there’s an 
awiul lot of them. Then throw in SONICS 





a, 
= 
: =| 
a = 1 
| 
‘om | 


end-of-level quardians 
emember Ming's chief computer 

’ Finish Level One-and you 
will!) and you've got a tremendous- 


ly packed game, graphically speax- 


no 


Brilliant theme Music. 


dd 


Z sh 
+e 


sf 


atl ne =, 

cab om 
ie 
Se 


GRAB FACTOR....... 44% 


@ Very tough from the start 


c 
r 
c 


a}! 
1 F 


i. 
= 


[= 


Pa a ee ee Sd | 


STAYING POWER .33% 


Unfortunately DOE is a- shoot-out me _ 1 
are Abit. @ Even tougher later on! 


— only for the hardened few. [ts level 
“eee §of difficulty is pitched way too 
high, With too many enemies 
attacking far too soon, and then 
having the nerve of being too 


dammed hard to | The flick-screen 


—= ee —_—_—_—— SSS 8080S SS SS oes 


| _ 
eee 


AA RATING 






a 


; es ee a ath =. sr lace oe eee yi] 
Great LcCence put Overy difficult 














= Saas SS = ——— 
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ACTION TEST 


‘CECCO 





of 0] HH on gle) | 


Hewson © £12.99 cass, £17.99 disk 
joystickh/keys 





its rare that critical and public acclaim go 
hand in hand — unless your names Raff Cecoo 
| and you! Invanably bnilliant 
Hewson has noticed this too, so now it's 
bought four of his greatest games together in 


one compuation. A megablast of epic propor- 


Dealiles are 


= 
# 


: = I 


ee ee 


ee Se x oe ee 
aR CRPHATE © rnoitrHT: 


rer Ss ae 


Cycles = real bikes, not the pedal 
kind - are the subject of 
Accolade’s latest 
Racing bikes, t 
cise. Either s 
B00cc 
have a blast on both 
The aim i to win 
Grands Prix, aS Many as possible, 
hopefully building up points for the World 
Championship. The circuits are world-famous 
yenues where man and machine have duelled 
- sometimes to the death — for racing glory 
Bikes are romantic, with 
a mystique derived from 
speed, and to be effec- 
tive, The Cycles needed 
to capture that sense ol 
devil-may-care lunacy 
The charge into a hairpin 
at a terminal speed, the 
arm-stretching accelera- 
lion of the straights, are 
Central to iS Success 
The Cycles unfortunate 
Graphically, the 
le Instruments and 
yective of the track. The 
qrumbies rather than 


don't seem to travel at 


Monsters, You Can 


® Bone up on your bike's specs. 





iy Cannot denver Tale is 


Strong, with easily readab 
a good JD pers 
engine howeve! 
throbs, and the hikes 


any great speed. The 


speedometer says 



















tions, called the Cecco 
Collection 

ee 
Mean 


rom 1 jx . 
i Tih i Fri F 
has ts Na ad saosin Cabs 


/. ee I ifé 1a “) 
alien nested pla we WIth 
F { ’ al on 
Orenadges and Oiasting 


galore, Exolon if a romp 
across platform 
form of traps and masties. It 
IOOKS a teensy bit cld now 
Dut the game's a great 
example of a classic genre 
Cybernoid: Arcade 
adventure meets the shoot-em-up in space. A 


tiny red fighter ship has to see off hordes of 
Spr? Se - : = +, ata ao bah Pall a, Jit = 
Pitas LS a itl a fight LO Lune Lin Ish anilite) anc 
Ingger speed are essential. Its tough, acaic 


tive stull 
Cybernoid II: 
even more fiendish trick flying is required to 
beat the pirates a ond time. A flick screen 
shoot-out is a bit we a ranty, and with 
still competition as this, you can see why 
Stormlord: a adventure in the land 
ol the faines } and increcd- 


bly tough gopiecs ay ‘taaile TOOK this one out ol 


More of the same, ~only 


a ee 
Suc] a 


a 


| graphics 


the realms of fairy tales and into legend 

50 four master games in one “box What 
more can a reviewer say? Each game exhibits 
State-ol-the-art graphics for its day. Though 
Exo Jf] may Cae Lame now if ¥ Ou comp are * 


youre doing 110 mph, ree (OOKING at the tar 
mac you d think tt was 20 mph max. Without 
the game cannot thrill 


M1 everything else is 


this sense of speed, 
Matter now on 





®@ No, those handlebars don't tilt round corners. 





if Tes 


[Drive i ine 


Cycles is still dogged by the same central 


Light years ahead 


problem — the lack of any real pace. It's more 
of a slow-motion replay than a racing sim 
This is not to say the game is easy, but control 


difficulty cannot replace speed as the core 


SECOND OPINION 
“TOmph looks pretty much the same 
as 100mph - it's just harder to stay on 
the tarmac.” AL 
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| Cybernoid 


| Stormilord 


|GRAPHICS. 








to the best of the modern stuff. it's Still able to 
hold its head up high. Cecco has become 
something of an AA hero over the last few 
years. if you give the Collection a shot he may 
become yours too TW 





The Verdict 


AAZ4 
AASZ 
AAS 
AAI 


Exolon 


L 


i oo 
a 
| 

Z 


oa 


Cybernoid I 


fhe! Ob 
Pa CS 
2 yf 





theme of a racin 
on anything but 

pest Dikers will find thems 
the COLI Se 

There's only one explanation for the cycles 
action tO grass — they must have been 
cows in a previous life. The handling and 
speed seem similar! TW 


g game. [ry to take a comer 
the correct line and even the 
elves slewing off 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 


The Verdict 


esti 66% 
Nice 3D 





1 @ Too slow! 


BO NIG S ovsescvcccssccccsencss 33% 


| @ Bumble bee engines strike again! 


GRAB FACTOR 33% 


its not exactly exciting 


STAYING POWER 45% 


There's racks to wade through 


AA RATING 


loads of t 


extremely 


B Motorcycle 


timid! 


racing for the 

















SLAPFIGHT 





levallaiken 





They don't make ‘em like this any more! A 
| down the line shoot-em-up, Slapfight's fast, 
| colourful and mighty difficult to beat. It has a 
| heat power-up system, and absolutely masses 
| of aliens to kill. 

The scenario couldn't be simpler. Cleanse 
| the good planet Orac of all the low-life scum- 
bag alien filth that’s currently in residence. To 
do this you get a squadron of Slaplighters, 
and your own native cunning 

Flying in over the planet surface you've no 
control of height, just left or night as the 
screen scrolls down relentlessly. The blaster 
at the front’s pretty poxy, but that can be 
altered later. Now, all you have to do is stick 
and move. 

sending certain (well, most) of the aliens 
crashing down in flames causes them to leave 
power-up stars behind Swoop over these, 
and the firepower potential of the Slapfighter 
1s dramatically increased. 

Unlike most shoot-outs, the powers the 
stars bring don't come into effect automatical- 
ly — YOu can elther use them immediately, or 
bank them. One star gets you extra speed, 
two stars more firepower, seven stars a shield 
etc. To bring them into action, just stab the 
Space Bar at the appropriate time. This has 


HEAD OVER 





Hit Squad @ £2.99 cass 


SUITeAalists 


| How many 
| does it take to change a 
sm ght bulb? A fish. It’s this 
™ kind of humour that per- 
‘™® vades that recently 
re-released 4 
f old 





the game 


Over Heels, Yes, 
Dali would have been proud to 


write is back, and for only 
£2.99. 

From the school of [sometric 5 
3D = quite a trend in its time - 
comes a story involving two small 
creatures charging through room 
after room of some programmer's nightmare. 
Head and Heels, the two characters, can do 
everything you'd expect from arcade adven- 
turers. It's where they mn and jump, what 
they carry etc. that's the important bit 

The worlds the two brave ‘things’ charge 
around are the real stars of the show. There's 


m™ Penitentiary planet 


iow OO ott 
—) 


riloni 


a el 2 
SHOT 
SEOL 
LAG 
CONG 
LASER 
HH. AESS. 
SAZELOG 





®@ Plenty of enemies, plenty of weapons 


the benefit of tailoring the game to suit each 
individual player. Rather than getting certain 
powers when the programmer feels you need 
them, now you can call in the artillery when 
you wish, helping to offset the weakness in 
your own style of play 

The small screen is slightly intimidatin 
as are the near-invisible shots of the aliens. 
The backgrounds, though, are clear and the 
speed of the ship reassuringly high 

Slapiight may just be another upwardly 
mobile shoot-em-up, but it's a dammed good 
one. TW 





‘id aiiay tatiana ho a blk ee 
to see, but the weapons selection sys- 
tem adds depth and gamepiay fo an 
already above-average shoot-en-up. 


Those bullets don't get any easier to 























a prison world where 
» you'll need to climb like a mad thing to 
) survive. Safan Land IRS: re 


fd World - whare the Mad Emperor 
y (against whom you're struggling) 

keeps his library of Zane Grey nov- 

els and Blacktooth, the final planet, 
teleport terminus for the empire 





|AA RATING 











The Verdict 


GRAPHICS ww... 
1) Packed backdrops. 


SONICS 
@ Average sounds 


GRAB FACTOR 
A strong shoot-em-up hook 


STAYING POWER 62% 


Fine in small doses 





Fun for all the family — if they're alien- 
bashing psychos! 


Head Over Hoels i IS a Sonat example of a 
genre that has passed on into the mists of 
time — unjustly, perhaps. 

Programmed well, it plays excellently and 
if you feel the need to escape football or alien- 
bashing this summer it may be just what | 
you've been looking for TW | 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 


The Verdict 


GRAPHICS 


Cute Speccy-style sprites 


SONICS. ...... 


Cute tune! 


|GRAB FACTOR .....69% 


Intriguing and big game! 


STAYING POWER 52% 


| ™@ Can the cuteness hold it together? 


Ware: 


A weloome re-nun 
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ACTION TEST 


DALEY 
THOMPSON’S 


SUPERTEST 





> Do you enjoy a good waggle? 
me Does it make your day to give 

“me that stick a really good shake? 
m Do you fee! the need to press 
your Duttons 
A again? Then 
Lucozade, Daley 
decathlete 
here 


| that once ruled the arcades, 
DTS is a multi- event spors 





SECOND OPINION 
“Yet another multi-event waggiler. A 





ESCAPE FROM 
SINGE’S CAS- 
TLE 







Encore © £2.99 cass 

joystick/keys 

Dragon's Law (as the 
| Multimedia feature) : i first 

interactive cartoon. Tt wal fibiy the 

world’s first unplayable arg its name 

was legend, simply because : aphics 


Now here's the “re eg 
Castle ' 


SECOND OPINION 
Solve it, and you'll never play it 
again.” AL 


Still as hard to beat. 


With sword drawn and mail on, Dirk the 
Darning's off to do battle with the Lizard King 
once more. First of all, though, don't expect 
the pics to look like the coim-op. These cap- 
ture the spint, not the look 

Initial reactions to the game go something 
like: Dragon's Lair was a game that looked 
good but had no gameplay, therefore the CPC 
version would have neither gameplay o1 
graphics. That if not necessarily the case 


56. AMS THAD ACTION 


ume and ume @ _.. 

Captain gain is 
Thompson # 
extrordinaire, ism 


Based on the coin-op¢ | 





This time Uncle D brings you eight different 
events to test your Skill, style and stamina 
Day one takem vou pis 2 Not even 
a Wiggle let along tml i 
here, just blastethe | 
races, cycles maces) a 







1 hat the stick 
m@. The harder you 
Remiiig D's legs go, the 

it thiee, another waggle 
‘nto th the ‘air uy to do as 

















take off and landing are fire ‘herryone commands 
It's almost worth crashing, though, just to see 


Dale’ roll up into a huge snowball! The last 
event is a waggle to the finish in the Tug O' 
War. This gets progressively harder, as bigger 
men step up to take the rope 

The fatal Naw of this style of game is that it 
takes almost as much energy to play on com- 


puter as it does in real life! A few rounds ol 





®@ Find the sale tiles or learn to fy' 





wholly 
litte applied 


Escape is a tough one but not 
unplayable, it just requires a 
logic (and cheating) 

Take the first level. Dirk has to cross a 
(oor, parts of which disappear and re-appear 
at random. Some of the tiles, though, flash 
and stay around in a predictable sequence 
Trying to remember the order is tough. Use 
something to Mark the screen, however, and 
life becomes a whole lot easier 

Each level is a puzzle or test of reaction 
speed. Two sends poor old DD speeding 


® Sailing down the river in your dugoul canoe 





DTS and you'll have forearms the size of 
ocnwarzeneggers. Which is handy, because 
then you'll be able to lift the box of joysticks 
the game's worn out, and carry them to the 
bin! TW 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 





The Verdict 
GRAPHICS 
Reasonable animation 


SONICS ... 


Not bad for their day (ley) 


55% 


GRAB FACTOR 87% | 


Fun first time round 


STAYING POWER .O07% 


@ Only for senous masochists! 





rVeveari: 


Physically tiring old sports sim 








down a river, and he must course the rapids 
using signs that only just flash on screen in 
time. Then there's Ye Olde Whirlpool where 
the canoe is chased around by vortices. 
Tough but short, each level needs persever- 
ance to See you through. 

The problem with that is that one good 
alternoon of games playing and its finish- 
able, as there are omy eight short levels. Not 
what you'd call long-term prospects TW 















The Verdict 


GRAPHICS 
@ Not really of arcade quality 


SONICS ... 56% 


Tolerable tune 








GRAB FACTOR... 76% 
You just HAVE to beat this infernal 
game 







STAYING POWER .23% 
AA RATING 65% 


@ Only eight short levels. 





What 

(ole) salerome)elt 
of the same offices as 
Amstrad Action, only four 
times as often? 


Britain's 

(eTollale 
news-stand computer 
weekly magazine. 


ele) Oe ae ee 

@® Weekly packed news pages covering all 
the latest developments in computing. 

® Weekly product reviews, features, 
technical tips, letters, analysis. 

@® Weekly CPC section written by AA's editor 
Rod Lawton 

Oe (1-14 eine) eye) lao m ercicerclisiom isle elelisre ire 
special voucher scheme guaranteed to save 
you bbe. 


Out every Thursday 
in all | good newsagents. 


First news, best buys — every week 











Amstrad (FL 464 green with joystick & software 
| Romantic Robot Multiface + - CPC 
| MP-? Modulator Power Supmly - CAC 464/664/4198 


| AMS30L storase box holes 15 cased/S0 uncased 3° 14.95 7.12 
| Gatafile 40 storage box holds 50 3°/80 3.5" 6.95 4.86 
| Oatahle 60 storage box holds 50 3°80 3.5" 


VE Ligb @alla= 
Makes the Software 
World Your Oyster 


Join the Matrix and enjoy access to our huge library of the 
most popular titles. For Amiga, Atari ST, Commodore 
and Spectrum machines. 
ror full detavws send large SAE Stating your machine fo: 
Matrix Leisure Club, Dept AA, 
107 The Hyde, Church Park, Ware, 
Herts SG12 OEU 


Free Membership for quick replies. 


[AMSTRAD 


rad becom es incident tal wher 
i only vou knew it. a ood mine The S76 and make is 
al efort NOW by starting your own 


MAKE YOUR 


wih your Arn ) you: al cen y how 


relavani 


HOME BASED BUSINESS 
nis May be ie most umporfan move you wil ever marke 
AEMEMBER: You'll never gat nch by d aging Someone @ end Isigabdl Anyone in the 
yuntry, including YOU, can become very nich in a relat t penod of time just 
more rewarding than play ss cach The benefits 
re For PE oe alg 0d 5.A.E. to 


“ome “BASED 
BUSINESS 


31, PILTON PLACE (AA10) 
KING AND QUEEN STREET, 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 





Harovart & Periwerals (OFFERS WHILE STOCKS LasT) 


CT-1 Clock/Radio (matches MP.3 tuner) - CPC 464/664/6198 
i 1 16st 3° Drive inc interface & cable - saan 

PL lead, orinter centronics parallel - CPC oA 

Star LC 10 parailel FAT WL Printer (Reqs > ‘lead 

Genius Maute A Ac Art Studio dist «+ malt & house - CPL 
RAM DR Tronics 640 RAM Expansion - CPC 464/664 

Amstrad 40025 ©.5. chip to upgrade 464/664 to 6128 
Liser Manual CPC6198 (a5 supplied with machine 


icin teal 


DO YOU WANT TO SAVE MONEY, THEN SEND FOR OUR TRADE PRICE LIST 
STATE FOR WHICH PRODUCTS AND ENCLOSE 3 20p STAMPS 
BLANK DISCS & SOFTWARE 
MAAWELL 3" DISCS BOX 10 DS FOR ALL 3° DRIVES + FREE PRICE LIST 
ONLY 16.99 + 1.15 P&P RRP 29.90 


AMSTRAD BUSINESS SOFTWARE ALL MUST Go | 
| Set 1010 Mucroscnot, Word Processor & calculate oo D| 
| Softi01 1 Micropen, Database Manager Desc 

SOMO? Microspresd, Soreacsheet Dc 

Son i053 Microhhe Word, Word Processor & Database Drax 


Database Mini-Office 2 Diec - CAC 19.95 11.47 
OCP Advanced Art Studio Grsc - CPt oT 95 16.07 
Amsor 3° Discs DMALL 3° Drives + Free Price List Box 10 29.90 £0.18 
Weoaesh 3.5° OS/DD 1351) bulk cioce CW Labets PKT10 ?5.00 4.95 
Lenton 3.5° DS/DD 1435TRi bulk discs CAW labek PETIO 75.00 4.00 
Vernatm 5.275° DS/D0 40/80T bulk Gece CW labek PRT?S 7.27 7.36 
Amstrad Aunscase Linrary Case Holds 10 3° 7.95 3.58 


ooUComMoOMmmmmm 


93.77 6.25 


Eng Mainland post & ins: A) £5.75 (8) £4.60 (C) £3.45 (0) £9.30 (E) £1.15 (F) Sap 


ANC) 3 day £10.35, Next Bey £13.80, COD. £9.30, Max UE post cha £4.90 per | e0K 4 E500 
All prices include VAT. All tales subject to our Trade Teras of Tracing. 


W.A.V.E. (Trade Dept AA790) 
WALNEY AUDIO VISUAL & ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION 
1 BUCCLEUCH STREET, BARROW-IN-FURNESS, CUMBRIA LA14 1SR 
Tet: OP 29 B87OOO0O0 (6 unes) Hours: Mon-Fri 10.00 - 5.00 


ACTION TEST 


| FRUIT 
MACHINE 2 


joystick/keys 


Is there anything more mindless than fruit 
machines? All those flashing lights, taunting 
text messages and irritating jingles seem to 
draw people like magnets in pubs and clubs 
On offer is the slight chance to win a small 
amount of dosh. An amount that will hardly off- 
set the three weeks wages you've pumped into 
the thing to get this far! 

30 What hope could there be for a computer 
version that doesn t even alow you the chance 
to keep your theoretical winnings? A game 
whose forerunner scored a mighty 15% in 
AAISS? Surprisingly the outlook is good for 
Fruit Machine 2 (Son 
of Fruit Machine's 
Revenge) 

AS much as 
you may loathe the 
CONCept, just play 
this simple  Iittle 
m Number once and you 
wont leave you 
* machine for hours 
| The game's very sim- 
‘ ple. You have a cou- 
ple of 10p coins burn 
ing @ hole in your 
| pocket with which to 














THE HUNT FOR 





‘RED OCTOBER 
Grandsiam @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 


———") al A game s0 good they 
made a film of it! Well 
ihings didnt qu 
happen in that ordel 
there was 
then the game, \ Ler 
the Sean Conmeéfy 
extravaganza. | 
October is a come 









owners — the Bustois - and huntegy 
prospective owners-the US. _ | 
Why is this sub so ee 
October is a sub thara | | 
stealthy, even it’s own sa 
where it is, that's why ). Usting 
cation ae ‘opuls nie : 
oy Pong an fi 


ees, Cul: 
me the super 


| myable, all the com- 
a mands are ict fm. As soon as it’s been 
afi. click dit Pour crew are that loyal. Or 
+9 Mmtil they find out you're defect- 
mring out at the head base of the 
“Soviet fleet you must first navigate your way 
through a maze of undersea canyons (known 
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ysénously sinking, time-and tis 


the | book, : 


where the subs ‘pure 
sued by its previous . 





/ Li q = . a or =e 
© ils the reel thing! 


gamble. You are presented with a three-reel 


fruit machine which boasts every feature 
under the sun and you just have to spin and 
nudge. 

sub-games litter the place, all with their 
own blend of skill and luck, most concentrating 
on the press of single button. The more money 
you win, the longer your game, the greater 
your fame in the world of the one-arm bandits. 

Fruit Machine 2 looks good and plays well, 
if a little slowly. The reels have a neat ‘sprung 
look to them and the choice of the base colours 
IS Suitably garish 

FM2Z wins you over with the same siren 
song that its real-life counterparts employ. It 
creates an Wlhusion that there's skill involved in 


SECOND OPINION 
“Mindless but addictive fun. There's 


simply no accounting for it (no pun 
intended).” AL 
GREEN SCREEN 








as Gorshkov's Railroad), while being pursued 
by other Red subs. All of whom want to send 
you to the bottom. Once out, then it's all 
hands below decks and off to the rendezvous 
with the US Navy 

Red October is an accurate representa 
of Tom Clancy's imagined wonder sup uy 
fact, it could be said that the game 
accurate. The first few ‘cael | 


























} rain in agen all direg B for 


fou ve. got 


a 
= , 





Ac story of 
me prepared to 
me and effort into 
fib Warlare, then Hed 
amers who like to meet 
r Success reasonably quickly 

miyet it. Red October is too realistic - 
mverage Joe Punter would crash a nucle 
| fub at least once when let loose over the 
Heykjanes Ridge! TW 


SECOND OPINION 
“Involved and absorbing. Make sure 
you've golf no appointments for the 
rest of the day if you want to get any- 


where, fhough!” AL 
GREEN SCREEN 
read! 





this game of chance, and that's fatal. Time and 
time again you'll find yourself called back to 
the game, certain that now you know the 
secret, now you'll win. And of course, as in the 
réal world, only the com box ever comes out 
ahead! But if you've a failing for these fiendish 
devices then, £2.99 a small price to pay to feed 
the habit! TW 








The Verdict 


GRAPHICS. .................... 66% 


Limited, but serve their purpose, 


SONICS 54% 


@ Now that's not what / call music’ 


GRAB FACTOR..... 94% 


A truly fearsome hook 


STAYING POWER 44% 


@ Only one machine to play’ 


AA RATING 71% 


Great budget investment! 











The Verdict 


GRAPHICS . 66% 


Practical icon system 


BO SG vcsisiissisccsveavissenes 33% 
| @ Nothing special 


GRAB FACTOR .....05% 


@ RO is extremely complex 


STAYING POWER 68% 


Stick With it and there's a lot to learn 


AA RATING 


A simulator that's too real! 










i A jor FE eee 
er WA DA 
off nanire vane eae! 
, submarine 
ai Pee le Fice Atianti 
On SUF oun 




















| OF MAS 
1 ees . 
cf (i PeouPper Power deol ined is 


iF SOs anent on it 
seen (continu on pac 
eports wat oe. 

Press “P* pau 

Mine contact earina #64 Degrees 


mir. 

fir do 1 th det 
‘Ransine hen Pie be eta a 

| — = = 

| ® The main control window of the Red October 
















































WORLD CUP SOCCER ITALIA 90 
THE ONLY OFFICIAL WORLD CUP 


SPECTRUM 48/128 
SPECTRUM +3 
AMSTRAD CASS 
AMSTRAD DISC 


AMIGA .1 MEG 
AMIGA MEG 


CBM 64 CASS 


7a LL’ OS 





Fh” 2S 
SUPPLIER 





Free World Cup wall chart 


World Cup Story 1930- 
1990 


Amazing facts & figures 
from all championships 


Competition to win:- 

weeks at the BobbyCharlton 
school of Football (to be 
coached by 1st Division 
Footballers). Plus a Football 
Strip of your own choice. 
Videos of the 1990 

World Cup Championship. 
Footballs. 

T-Shirts. 


Licensed by OLIVETTI 
official supplier ITALIA‘SO’. 


Available from W.H. Smiths, 
Menzies, Boots, Woolworths 
your local VIRGIN store and 
| all leading software retailers. 

















1990 Virgin Mastertronic, 
?~4 Vernon Yard, 
119 Portobello Road, 
London W1l 2DX. 


2 





ACTION TEST 








“And they think it's all over. 
It is now!” heralded England's 
1966 World Cup triumph. Can 
history repeat itself? Find out 
this summer in /taly 1990, In 
yet another footie game, the 
Goldies bring you the whole 
tournament, wrapped, packed 
and ready to play. It’s 13,000 
square yards of prime Italian 
turf, shoehorned into a box. All 
very well but, does it play like 
a Brazilian or a Korean? 

The football sim midfield has become a 
little clogged recently, and it takes a 
qood team to set up a goal scor- 4 i. 
ing chance. And that’s exactly ‘ve 
what US Gold has done. As 
Des Lineham would say in 
a game of 90 minutes. 
Gold's scored the winning 
runs, with the final punch 
of the fight. 

Italy 1990 1s set, not 
surprisingly in Italy, in the 
year of our Lord 1990. The y 
venue's the World Cup, and you * ; 
can be anyone you want as long as 
they qualified. So if you support France 
or Wales, TOUGH! The game's a straight repli- 
ca of the tournament as it will be played 
There's the choice of one or two-player 
[riendlies, as well as the chance to lilt thal 
famous trophy above your bonce 
if you win | 

Playing couldn't be easier, in | 
theory. An arrow marks the man 
you control, and keys or joystick | 
send him scurrying around. The 
reason for the reservation, 
though, is totally good, because | 
this baby's fast, really eye-numb- 
ingly fast! So for the first few 
passes, you'll find the guy you 
thought was going for the ball 
tackling a Cortina in the car park. 

With sharp, small sprites, the animation’s 
smooth and accurate. Tacklers slide, goalies 
dive, and the set pieces all have great little 
sequences of their own. Added to this are 











some great sundry pics that give the game a 
solidit, previously unheard of in soccer spe- 
cialis. TV announcers tell you about the match 
es, an electric scoreboard informs both players 
and crowd of goals, free kicks etc, while durinc 
the team squad selection both shirt colours and 
player descriptions are displayed 
The World Cup is where 
the game's essentially at. The 
two-player games are excellent 
fun, but only have personal riv- 
lalry for motivation (ha! / 
won 13-10! — ed) but this can 
not compare with the thrill of 
chasing football's greatest 
poze. Play well here and the 
life gets tense as you walt to 
see whom the next round brings 
With a Variable match length it can 
be either a sudden death, first to score 
sort of game (2 mins each way), or a mam 
moth test of skill and stamina (45 mins). The 
one disadvantage of the long game being, if 
you draw Cameroon, you cease to care about 
goals after the first 1,000! 

Expertly programmed and eminently 
playable, Italy 1990 has one weakness, 
it's too easily beaten. The first tume | 
played the tournament section — albett 
in 2 min mode — England waltzed off 
with the cup! So, there was a penalty 
shoot out agaist Italy in the quarter 
final (a really great section), but it stl 
meant that the prime attraction for the 
game was over, kaput, finito. 

Italy 1990 is a superb soccer game, 
that can expect a long life in the drives 
of many joystick strnkers, simply 
because it's one of the best soccer sims ever on 
the CPC. If the tournament had been tougher it 
would have claimed the mantle of the best full 
stop. It doesn't quite make that grade, but as 


Great goals of our time. #54 


Vs Atheltico Madrid (1836) 
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Palmerston (Keeper for Acrington) 
kicked the ball to half way line. 
Marx trapped the bail neatly on 
the chest and played it on to 
Regan. Regan hoofed a cross- 
ing ball to Mozart who hastily 
side stepped Salieri to lay the 
ball on for Gladstone. The 


famous England winger (106 at the ~~ ff 
time!) dribbled into the penalty area 


and flicked the ball up for Macbeth. He deftly 
aimed the ball past Cromwell, who'd strayed 
from his line, to score. The crowd went crazy! 













8 Whoawartiou nity Ihe 4hirl bolour: aro coeall 





B ttre TY annsurcor bets fietinieal ite cop 





the hype MACHMING NICS TOp Gear, I. Ss reassuring 
to see thal game lives up to the pre-match 
palave! 

As time ticks on in the World Cup sims 
competition, the Goldies have beaten the olf: 


side tlap and seem certain to Soore a 
WINNe! TW 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 





The Verdict 





































a 
Prareets 


ACTION TEST 


menu screen disappears. There are some 
nice ideas, such as the small map of the 
pitch showing players’ current posi- 
tions, for example. Yet, with such an 
 Intitating lack of control, playing the ball 
to a man in space is the last of your 
concerns TW 





, Arsenal. The imple 
Be Asasi ele] a mentation however, 15 


. infuriating 
Grandslam @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk , The. lance plaval 


joystick/keys eprites are: hardly 





5. Pe re 


The hottest licence in Soccertown is here atal — Kick Off 
Liverpool, league champions, football geniuses was OR, and its 
and all-round decent chaps have given theu Sspntes 

name to Grandsiam s latest offer ring, t's a soc appalling 


1 i a. ih Ve "Fs Wie = iL a ae whore Pe 4 Tiline Pa | i 
eer sim that let's vou take over where Kenny D What really 


leaves Ol. Vill It take the cup or iorever walk holds Liverpoai 
alone? back is the lack of 

The options centre on league or fnendly The players ambile 
matches, ACiainst « either a mate or the machine. Tn, aDOUL Tne Pitch. 1 He 





The view's from the side and the aim's to win hall — which often appears 
a5 much as possible, tor further Ke DG square — DB 
That's the idea anyway. The probes is the game was being play 


game doesn't live up to the name it so proudly lunar gravity while t GRAPHICS 52% 
bears. The players are all there, as are the ling proves n 
teams. So John Bames can score against impossinie. The players 


SONICS 55% 
GRAB FACTOR 23% 


STAYING POWER 45% 
s 





AA RATING 46% 


ferme eR eet ae (iP a? Ameen tf sland 5 Coancto 
Lying Lt Leh | l Put Ae ih 5 Laced | Go ne tile = 


MANCHESTER 


UNITED 


Krisalis @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 
si OH 


PecSTER ee, 





: = hk, 
ae Gene FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 








wy & 
at ab del 


| | af, 
'@ Scrolling jolts on pitch 







SECOND OPINION 


Creditable but dull.’ Fil 





SONICS 60% 


ii =" ys ey a Bi Phin 1 Pura 
iTeat tune. Bul lithe eis 









GREEN SCREEN 
Ok ish 





GRAB FACTOR 55% 
Two games in one 
@ Two loads in one! 






STAYING POWER. 65% | 


“an you last longer than Bobby Robson 









Wwe: 61% 





NWO classic, Dut tolerable 





AMSTRAD ACTION 61 


ACTION TEST 








Gremlin @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 
joystick/keys 


As Henry Vth said, its “One mole to the 
breach dear fnends” because Monty's back in 
Impossamole. Since his demise in the mid-'#0s, 
fans have been clamouring for the return of 
this furry funster. Unlike Oliver, their plaintive 
pleas of “please Sir, can [ have some mole" 
have, at last, secured a whole new series of 
games for software s first superstar. 

Impossamolé tinds Monty 
enticed from retirement by a 
band of aliens. They give the lit- 
tle WY SUD! DOVWETS St) he Can 
defeat the Five Guardians. Ever 
ready for a challenge, his bat 
teries fully charged after five 
years off, MM says Yo! And hi, 
hi, it's off to fight we go! 

Monty was the platlorm 
adventure king. Leaping around 
multi-level arenas, he collected odd objects, 
dodged traps and found rooms 
Impossamole sticks rigidly to this formula, 
adding an extra something to the game 
Namely, decent graphics. 

The Five Guardians 
Megamole has to find are F 
tucked away in five different | 
locations. The first four can be | 
tackied in any order, but only 
when all these have been beat- 


Secret 


én can our boy burrow Into 
number five's hidey hole 
Whichever one you pick, 


though, it's a tough starter that 






gets more dangerous and more 


confused by the moment. Whether you Hick of! 


SECOND OPINION 
Monty Mole if ace. Greal platform 
action [hat hasnt lost any of ils 
charm AV 


GREEN SCREEN 
Impossamole somelimes gous 
Inivisamote ! 


you'll find life's hard as a one foot tall earth 
mover in a cape 

[celand, as one would imagine, is a land ol 
ice, where the platforms are snow-dnited logs 
and cable cars. Pulfins hunt the mole on a mus- 
sion, continually stripping him of energy by 
touch. Riountain 
men fire blun- 
ferbusses 
and abom- 


inable 








® Kifer pultin on the bose! 








@ Avoed thal spitting iree frog. 





=, 


Cae 


7 
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© Monty 6 on he rones if The Plorndike 


snowmen sentinels stand quard, | 
Here, as on all the levels, MM 
must work his way through each 
screen, picking up grub for ener 
gy, coins and weapons. Unlike the 
had old days — when one slip cost | 
Mont’ his life 
new, improved | 
Wondermole 
{(ozone-frienaly | 
, with no artificial | 


| BOOIIVeS) Nas 4 Small amount of 


TANAANAS 


energy to help fum survive ham- 
fisted play 

The Amazon's no better on 
the ice front 
| Humming pirds 
patrol instead of puffins, and 
cheeky monkeys hide coins. The 
recent population explosion 
amongst tiffids and snakes does 
little to aid restiul | 
sleep, either. | 
land 15 


filled to overflowing 
with ninja and 


] 
oLner Marmllal arts = —— 
nutters, while the Klondike’s just 
plain dangerous 

AS superheroes go, Mont 
ain't nuthin’ special. He can't 
leap tall buildings a single 
eee HOUNG, isnt faster than a specd 
Ing bullet and definitely is unable to bend steel 
with fis bare paws. All he gels are a lew e@Xtla 
bits of energy to see him through. There's one 
Special SMaf&t bomb Superweapon Lo Use once 
a level, although he can carry loads more. All 
in, even with his special powers, the mole who 


came in from the dole is much as he was 


Playing Impossamole is a voyage into to 
pure frustration. The leaping has to be exact 


a millimetre out and you fly to the ground 
below. Not much fun when you land on an alli 
gator's head. The bad quys are incredibly resis- 
tant to damage and mightily persistent. Most 
annoying, though is the fact that you don't see 
how the mole dies. An integral part of puzzie- 
solving has to be learning from mistakes and 1f 
you don't see the terminal ones the game can 
Stall 
Tough games last longer, 
every game you play 
( unravelling a littl more 
| of the puzzle. Until, 
eventually WOU AIMOvY 
every single enig- 
matic Vanation and 
Can breeze through 
level after level 
Impossamole fails 
here because there's 


no reward factor, With 














© MM goes for 8 cuppa out East 


® Out of energy! is thal coin worth the risk’? 





) only one life and a small] energy 
supply, you have to get through 
whole levels in one go! Mess it 
up at the end and you restart 
back at the very beginning — @ 


one-way ticket to annoyance 


f 


TAAAVAAAS 


city. The guns collected on 

Monty's travels only work on 

hall the enemies, while the 
— frrurcd 


[om] Slashes are a long. long 

while the game plays well, the odds are 
monumentally stacked against the player. Rick 
Dangerous — Core’s previous outing — featured 
both multiple lives (balanced here by the ener- 
GY Bar) and was uttered with 
restart points, yel Microprose 
Still had to f@-issue an @asier 
version! (npossamole is equal 
ly Vast, and as hard, but lacks, 
even the limited player-inend- 
liness that pervaded Ack 


tr ? a. a ". i ri et Ld a wall ; 
1 Cs iF 1 ret F rie i hat 
YELLE! ali Leis ri bee fing 


n the past. But therein hes 
the rub. Graphics aside (the 
Cores are vastly superior) 
Monty dames tiaven't changed. Thev ve be 

mL (ame a hic’ én * Change ney ¥E een 
given a shot in the arm but the format itsell 
has been mined to exhaustion in previous sea- 


sons. With nothing really revolutionary added 






HOS See thereiore aPPpedis ds a Hite More 


than Monty Mole: the S05 He-mix' TW 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 


Lon t DAA a ‘aitih es LT erie | 





The Verdict 


GRAPHICS 





SONICS 66% 


GRAB FACTOR 
STAYING POWER .75% 


AA RATING 





The beastly Balrog is back! 


Welcome once again, fellow trav- | cues coming in, fellow 

ellers to yet another chat with a - ee oe 
ee - i day it may be YOU who's 

your favourite fiend - the stuck and in need of help! 









climb out, type in Fordo’s | | 
birthday and throw oy ia a 5 fil wi | ba 
chocs to get rid of those aN : a A’ | asked iP YOuewir tel 


chocolate surprises. | “a i” i mee 20 4S«C Story ~=for some 
ae ve eva . food, yes, H, W, W, 
+ Part 2 Start: R, 7, T to River, » Ld - 


H, H, H, H to Stables, talk to ven- ei } : 
dor, buy horses, get horses, R, R, Wy Lob 72 « There's a per- 
, @ tackle some very sticky situations in R, R, W. W, H to Courtyard (see , rey ae fumed letter on the 
this month's Clue Pot. These tips have Twoflower and the Luggage, you ‘“S 7 i . + ie shredding machine 


been sent in by Antecrusher, Adrian mount your horses and are then on eo sj meee, at Theresa's office. 
Forbes, Simon Netherwood, Joan Pancott, the Road), W to Crest if Hill, P=tg.) = 12 a7 8 You must take it 


| Hazis Dolgizas and Jerome Young. Keep those Camp-fire (see Weasel and Bravd), .* —, | 4) - a before she returns 
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————— oe lc Ul See 


BALROG 


Aan ——E urs? ere ie? | cr 


from the bathroom. During this time you must 
also go into your partner's office (UNLOCK 
DOOR WITH THE BRASS KEY you'll find if you 
OPEN the DRAWER of Theresa's desk) and 
GET CASSETTE. 

« If you want to listen to this cassette .go to 
the Car Park and in your car (GET KEY FROM 
POCKET. UNLOCK BMW DOOR WITH IT) PUT 
the CASSETTE INTO THE STEREO of your car, 


Cutthroats 


* The first thing you should do is wind up the 
watch. Get the trust book when you're told to 
by Johnny. Go along to the bank and withdraw 
3600. 

* Don't let McGinty see you carrying any- 
thing to do with diving or money. 

® Have the shark repellent ready, and make 
sure the torch is lit as soon as you enter the 
water. 

» Qnce in the water and past the shark, just 
keep going down. If your co-ordinates are cor- 
rect you will be at the wreck site. 


Dracula 

When you get to bed in the first part, the food 
you eat before determines what happens to 
you at night: 

® Attacked by a wild dog: Look around, look 
table, get bone, give it to dog, return to your 
room. 

* Choked to Death: Make sure you get to bed 
sooner. Always close your window, and when 
you do leave your room, be sure to take a can- 
dle. 


Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy 

Enjoy poetry, write down the second verse, 
press switch on Vector Plotter and type in the 
appropriate word. Buy the sandwich in the pub 
and give it to the dog. 


Hobbit 
To escape from the elves dungeon throw barrel 
through trap door, then jump. 


Jinxter 

« Getting to the village: Do as above with 
canoe, enter canoe, 5, SW, stand and 5S. 

« The Bakery: Go to the bakers shop, ask the 
baker about the job, D, open the oven, get the 
tin, put it in the oven, close the oven, push the 
button, open the oven, get the tin, close the 
oven, U, show the Dread to the baker, U, show 
the bread to the baker. You may now leave - 
while you're doing this you may also inspect 
the larder which is to the east of the bakery 
kitchen. 


Pawn 

® Melt the snowman with the white. 

« Take and wear the Spiky boots and dig 
lumps with them. 

* Examine the fountain in the garden. 

Look under the garden shelf. 

Give the alchemist the nce and the lead. 
Search sofa. 

Wear hat. 
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Graphic Adventure Creator. \f you have any tips on GAC, or any tips on how to write adventures, then why 
not get pen to paper, quill to parchment or finger to keyboard and write to the Balrog at the usual address. 


There is no practical way of achieving Noel Liopis’ idea in AA51 of adding your own calls to GAC (as you 
can do with PAW) bul you can use some of the control codes to good effect. Control codes can be incorpo- 
rated into a game's room or message descriptions. 

These control codes are listed in chapter 9 of the manual. Letter them starting at 1="A", to 26="Z" then 
z7="[", 28="\", eT 30="*", 31="0" to make reference easier. 





oOo FZrFaee "2 





] XX BORDER XX 

For example, ‘CTAL-L, space, rest of message...’ will clear the window (code 12) and print a message. 

You can also change colours with these, although | would suggest setting up a sequence to reset colours 
to normal in case of error - if this happens you won't be able to read the menu or anything else! You can do 
this a 


INK 0,1 
eas INK 1,24 
NO PAPER 0 
OA PENI 
JAA BORDER 1 







zero which is typed on its own. The codes should be 
continuous, | have separated them to show whal 
each section does. 

at the beginning of a room description, you can 
press ‘B’ for beginning room, delete old start ACTON, ain you 
room, and type the number ofthe dummyroom, = | 
‘ENTER’, ‘ENTER’ to startgame,andthecolours = 
will return back to normal. pol 
wel ee). vg Maden rd mo ec | | 


. eee 
ce oe 





Sea Pee 








JUST FOR LAUGHS 


This bumper collection of amusing 
responses is brought to you by Mark 
Berbezier, Simon Netherwood, 

Antcrusher, Grue, Stuart Whyte, Claire & 
Smith and Nigel Arnott. If you know of ie 
any amusing responses in an adven- | 
ture, then why not send it to me and 

share your laugh with a Balrog... 


The Big Sleare 
ee a 
Examining the ice box at home. 


Lurking Horror 
Attack the Hacker, 
Kill yourself with knife. 
Jump off skyscraper roof. 


Mindfighter 
Try removing your boxer shorts in 
part 4 








| Rigel's Revenge 
* Inthe basement below the street, enter 
the bathroom, Remove clothes. Then 
approach guards in nude. 


orcerer { 
a Try casting the proximity 
“spell (from the 
ches!) on anybody bul 
Belboz, or look up the 
facts about Infocom and 
Meretzky in the encyclopaedia, 
Try mixing potions. 


Spelibreaker 

| «Go down into the Dungeon and then 

| Liskon yoursell, then open the cabinet 
and climb into it. 


Stationfall 
Shoot yoursell with gun 








BARD’S TALE CLUB 


Julian Lynne has a team with warriors each 
at ie 35 and they | have the nelp of an arch 
an He thinks 

7 club | is a reat idea, and has 

ni yQlSH versions of the game, 

WAYS | f the*dicsk team is a lot more 
in eC a en sion = wants to 









(2 OB Tel: (0245) 

a ‘ i 

+ Rrsongs a Game after 250 hourk 
Eo nk it's beilllant — ft was the, 


ught on the Amstradi, If any 
one wants a COpy,of my | 


racers’ Tas 

(40th-65th level) ‘plus. mapsrof evety Jeval! 
then send mea disk. and £1.50 to” cower pno 
Locopying. a 
P Clement 50 Drury Lane, Houghten Regis, 
Dunstable, Bedfordshire LUS 5ED 
Steve Fox has some tips on cheating: 

“Create your character with a Bard. Don't 
buy anything, just exit the Guild and pool 
your gold then give it all to character 1, enter 
guild and save, then load the merger as 
instructions. Now “Joad your party into it 








seven times, renaming characters in parties 
e? #/ to = = ih nen de elete those wren dont ry 


have cash which leaves party 1 and numbers 

®7, #13 and so on a party with 
these numbers and pool the gold again, keep 
doing this until you have loadsagold. Then 
just save your party and you have six very 
nch people! Also try pooling the fire horn 
Many times as it is a VERY useful item." 
10 South view, Ty-Rhiw, Taffs Well, 
Glam. South Wales 


Create 


Mid 


Stuart Whyte has written in with a clever up 


for disk owners — if you use a disk editor on 
the Bards Tale disk you will find all of the 
dungeons as flies. Try swapping some [ile 
names around (such as the last level of 
Mangar's Tower with the cellars) and you 
can complete the game very quickly! Make a 
hack up of your Bards Tale disk first or you 
may find the game unplayable! 

Stuart Whyte, 53 Ridgeway Road, 
Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 7HL. 


Here's a short program written by Andrew 
Wright which allows Bards Tale to be com- 
patible with the ROM ve rsiOn Dimrplext 


i MEMORY GEFFF -LOAD"boot 
20 FOR x-GBE80 TO <BEGH RE 
("a"+a5) NEXT j 
30 FOR x=£7BFD 10 se don 050m val 
("b"+a5) /NE 
40 CALL 67804 





“| 
" 





50 DATA 11,40, 00,21, ef, BO,0 na ka clinelé fd 
60 DATA od, 7a,be, 21, 80, be, 110, 0b 7%. 
- # 
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IN 


BALROG 


Lords & Ladies 
of Adventure 
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Here they are again, welcoming once again Simon 
Netherwood, Graham Wheeler, Bob Adams and the Grue to 
the most prestigious column in Adventuredom. Graham in 
particular deserves a mention - he also offers to play test 
readers’ games so, if you have written an adventure, why no! 
get in loven with him and he il tell you what he thinks of i 
Don't forget when you contact the Lords and Ladies to 
enclose a slamped sell-addressed envelope if you re writing 
or, f you're phoning, to keep your calls to sociable hours 


Big Steaze * Boggtt - Forest al the World's End + Hitchhikers 
(uade « Hobe « Jewels of Babylon » Lurking Horror « Mindhighter 


« Never Ending Story « Rigal's Revenge + Scapeghos! « Vary Big 
Cave Adventure 

Simon Netherwood, 36 Toothill Bank, Aastric, Brighouse, 
West Yorkshire, HOG JEZ. Tel: (0464) 719926 


Adventure Quest « Altershock Anigealitput d Grie! Encounter « 
Amoid Goes to Somauaye Elg@ « ) * Black Fountain « 


Bugsy * Case of the Niled Up Shit fie Blackstar « Castle 
of the Skull Lord « Crim) Theil Gu 


rhe City = Cutthroats 
* Dracula « Quagaon A 














tune«Qungepns Amathysts 
Alchemists ese! Enotians @scane irom Koshima 
Espionage Island « 


: > Fish Foodeall Frenzy * 
Forest at the Worlds E ieFrar Pasiein « GAon pri 
Gremins « Guild of Th sevee 4 ‘Haunted House * Hermlage 
Paros of Farm » Hetch Higa ance aow Graohic « Hollow 
Text * hon ywood “ee * se : e+ |maginaion « 
inca Curse « inficet> Daaal a me Ripper + Jewels of 
Babylon = Jnaier = Kengdom of HamG@aoyas Naru » Lancelot 
Leather Goddesses of Phobos » Litter Lords of Time « 

* Manson + Message panera ncromeda 
hindshadow « Monsters of Murdac = hOfgons Quest « Mountains 
of Ket + Mystery of Indus Valley + Myth + Mecrs Dome + Never 
Endeng Story « Nowa + Nythyhel - Pawn + Planet of Death - 
Planetfall - Questonoie « Redel Plane « Aigels Ravenge « Hobe 
of Sherwood « Rohomde + Seahase Delta « Shard of lnovar « 
Sharpe's Deeds « Shio of Doom » Smashed « Sorceror « Souls of 
Darkon « Soetbreaker « Soytres « Star Wreck « Subsunk « 
Theseus * Too Secret « Thal of Arnold Blackwood « Venor 
Hig Cave Adventure « Warlord » Winter Wonderland » Wise and 
Fool of Armotd Blackwood + Wishbringes « Wollman and Zork |, |I 
oe LE! 

Graham Wheeler, 2 Burford Close, Southdown, Bath, Avon 
Bad 1JF. Tel between 10am and midnight (G25) 426919. 



















Lusking Horror 


val a Wary 
t 


Atalan « Brawn Free * DAA n Everything « Emeraid iste « Forest at 
ihe Worlds End » Gremlins + Fantasia Diamond « Rlad Moon « 
Heroes of Karn « inca Curse » Jewels of Babylon » Message from 
Andromeda * Mordons Quest « Mindshadow + Never Ending Stary 
+ Planet of Death « Trial of Amold Blackwood 

Bob Adams, 61 Uplands, Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL 
TES 


All Imocam games 

The Grue, 64 Country Road, Ormskirk, West Lancashire L3S 
10H. Tel between 7.30om and Spm Mondays to Fridays 0695 
573141, 
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ACCOUNTS 


The 6128 is an ideal machine for a 
self-employed individual or small 
firm to use as a general office 
machine. It isn't too expensive to 
buy and there's a good range of 
standard office software for it. 
And the most important part of 
any business is making the books 
balance. KEITH POMFRET looks 
at two programs whiclr aim to do 
just that... 


GENERAL 


LEDGER 6128 


ISD Microsystems @ £29.95 disk @ Tel: 





0462 422697 


6128, and its accounting program has 
been around for some time. But being a 
firm that moves with the times, SD has listened 
to Its customers needs and streamlined the 
program into the current General Ledger 6128 


S: Microsystems is no Stranger to the 


What's up doc? 

The documentation is the most important part 
of any application. A hastily-typed sheet with 
joystick instructions may be enough for a 
game, but a good manual is as essential to an 
application as good software. The SD manual is 
output from a dot-matrix printer and contained 
in a loose binder that can, thankfully, be wiped 
clean of excess midnight oil. 

The twelve pages are clearly laid out but 
unfortunately are on a rather ‘sudden’ shade of 
mid-blue paper. This doesn't detract from the 
contents but can hinder the readability. The 
first page is a resume of the update informa- 
tion from the last version and upgraders will 
applaud the idea of having this information 
readily to hand 

After the update information comes the 
introduction proper. Vanous options are out- 
lined and the installation is explained on a step 
at a time basis, Once installed and into the sys- 
tem proper, you can play with an included file 
called ‘sample’ until you feel confident enough 
to work with your own data. The manual then 
takes you through the main steps of ledger 
work and shows you how to initiate the rou- 
tines that perform the various tasks 


VAT Man 

The dreaded Value Added Tax is integrated 
Into the package and the manual outlines three 
VAT formats that should cover all the needs of 
a business, A section on reports outlines what 
is available, giving nine sorts of report that can 
be generated and finally a print option. The 
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system defaults to a stan- 
dard generic Epson pnnter. No hint of other 
printer drivers is given but a reasonable pro- 
grammer should be able to make the necessary 
tweaks 


In the driving seat 

After a good read, it's ime to Generally Ledge 
Following the instructions takes you into a 
well-planned and well-thought out modular 
program that does everything it sets out to. All 


‘SMALL 
BUSINESS 


ACCOUNTS 


ABC ®@ £23.00 disk @ TEL: 0934 
516714 


Small Business Accounts is the brainchild of 
carpenter Andy Constant, who started off 
shopping around for software to look after 
the number-crunching bits of the business 
but couldn't find one with the features that 
he wanted. 

50, being used to making things, Andy 
applied his creative juices to 
programming and Small 
Business Accounts is the 
result. 


Easy reading 
Again, the documentation 
is the product of a dot 
Matnx printer, with a 
cover a shade of yellow 
guaranteed to send you 
running for the sun- 
glasses. Inside, thank- 
fully, the documenta- 
tion is the convention- 

al and easier to read 
black-on-white. 













the features and functions were there but you 
will find yourself constantly referring back to 
the documentation for things which after using 
it for several hours should have become second 
or at least third-nature. One nice feature is free 
support for a couple of months after purchase 
and then continued support for a mere twelve 
quid a year 

The long and short of it? General Ledger 
does the job in 4 sometimes pedantic way. A 
person who hangs on to the documentation 
religiously will find it a well-featured, compre- 
hensive program. But to someone who drives 
on inspiration and intuition, General Ledger is 


| HORSES FOR COURSES 


These two accounts packages set out to do the 
same job from a different direction. The tradi- 
tional and rather stolid Genera! Ledger 6128 will 
appeal to those who don't mind constant refer- 
ence to an instruction manual. Without it, how- 
ever, General Ledger is at best difficult. With fre- 
quent use of the manual, however, it achieves 
exactly whal it's designed for. 

Small Business Accounts has a different, 
brighter approach to applications software. A 
traditionalist wouldn't feel comfortable with it 


| but the sort of businessman or self-employed 


_ person who wants an easy fo drive, functional 
tool will choose this one. | 
Neither have many bells or whistles but both 
achieve their ends. If anything, Smal! Business 
Accounts program wins by a short head for its 
user-frendliness. 


What, no words? 

Mistake number one. Somehow the docu- 
mentation and the software got separated, 
ahem, so it was time to try Small Business 
Accounts the intuitive way (you mean you 
lost it - ed). Just how far could you get with- 
out the manual? (A subsequent browse 
through showed the manual to be compre- 
hensive and easy to follow.) 


Use your intuition 
Small Business Accounts is intuitive. The 
good news is that you can follow the flow of 
the program without constantly refering to 
the documentation and can cobble together a 
reasonable facsimile of your yearly accounts 
without constant reference to the book. 

All the nasties hike VAT and paying out 
= were there but they were less 

painful thanks to a fnendly 
interface that had clearly 
involved thought on the part of 
the programmer. 


Monitoring your progress 
A nice touch was the monitor 
function that Keeps to hand a tab- 
ulated list of your previous steps 
through the program. This allows 
you to see at a glance what you've 

done recently and if necessary, step 
backwards if you need to redo any- 
thing. 


K & M COMPUTERS 


THE LEADING AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 


|ADVENTURE CASS DISC | ARCADE CASS DISC 








ACCESSORIES 











Time and Magik £11.25 £11.25 | Rainbow Isiand e775 £11.25 Lowest Prices Rombo Riombeor........... sak 4.95 
Gnome il: Ingrds back £11.25 £14.75 | gun The Gauntlet... 7.75 £11.25 Available on | | 464 Keyboard Ext Leads oe. £6.99 
Tolkien Tribogy .............. £10.50 £14.75 | Robocop... £7.75 £11.25 eee || 6128 Keyboard Ext Leads £7.99 
Scape Ghost £11.25 £14.75 | orOoom.....................£7.75 £11.25 Printer Ribbons || Cover Set 464 of 6128 o.......£7.50 | 
| | _ Ninia Warrior BFR £11 25 Cover Set DMP 2000/2160 £4.50 
COMPILATIONS — Ghouls 'n’ Ghosts .........87.75 £11.25 3° Drive Cleaner 3 £4.99 
Soccer Spectacular ...... £10.50 £13.10 Cyberball C775 £11.25 Cassette Player & Leads .._......£19.99 
special ACTION ............... £10.50 £13.99 | continental Circus. e775 £11.95 6126 Cassette Leads....................23.50 
w Story So Far (Vol. 210.25 £11.25 scthrmda se peanut oldman oe ME trunks * Tier Binvec “3h 
as aed 5) Free $VOl 1.23 | Hot Re cece e775 £11.25 Lockable 3° Disc Boxes £9.99 
100% : non itn 25 | Beverley Hills Cop off £11.25 AMS OL Disc Box po ss 
Taito ' OIN-Op (inc. Rastan| £9.90 ENE revveweeennted phen Berean ci 
cst c Challenger | ‘inc Fai €9:90 €13.190 | The Unt guchabi BS cual 75 £11.25 Joystick Splitter... Ev 9S 
The Hie oo ee Pipamanma .__..............-. wf .7S £11.25 
Wins ee aati £10.50 £15.95 | Purple Saturn Day 7.75 £11.45 JOYSTICKS 
ie are the Champions .. 7 rt e143 in Batman (The Movie) are cy 7 P4125 Jeti ghiter eet bebes pObEkEeEeErecee peels enecne eT 4 95 
Game Set & Match Il. Po00 £13.95 Dragon Ninja _............. eT FS £11.25 Konix Naw 2 ea £13. 95 
Megamix................ veer 11.25 Moon Walker ....... E779 £11.25 goer naa alse 
Cain Op Hits ..................£11.25 £15.95 Rick Dangerous..............£7.75 £11.25 Cheetah 125+ ......----1necceecneeeeee= £7.95 
World Cup Compilation £10.99 €14.25 | Test Drive 2 ...00.00.... £7.75 £13.99 SUPSTOOEIG wn. ne eennnnnnnnneees £19.99 
S04 £11.95 £15.95 Knightiorce eaeeres e7.75 £11.25 Konix Autofire 2.2... 11S 
467 DIMe@nSiON wo ESS E425 Gaba oo occiecckic eek io LIZ Koni Speedking...... £9.99 
Mindstretchers...0.......£15.95 £15.95 | Pa? — £7.75 £11.25 Cruiser (Microswitch) £9.50 
Black Tiger F775 £11.25 Delta acne reSoetpae Eee yeep 9.50 
STRATEGY / SIMULATION | Chase HQ |... £775 £1125 | WicO Ergostie no ececencoeenen £17.75 
Bormber oo .. £11.75 £15.95 | Turbo Outrun..................£7.75 £11.25 KDS Modems are no Armstrad IV2 ...cocccccseseccssesrenees-- £13.95 
Kenny Dalgleish eT Hard Drivin E775 £11.25 . vatahl Af Pro SOO... F13.95 
Football Director Il_........ nse Li4./3 | Heavy Meta ) wet. £11.25 Onge arenens Micro Blaster.........-....-....0.-+.£12.50 
Gunship... £11.25 £14.75 | Operation Thunderbott...€7.75 £11.25 1 |_|. SREP Hen eet a eeiriea pee AMOASME Yay <A” 
Ancient Battles _......... £11.25 £11.25 | ¥-Out. eceees. 7.75 £11.25 Mini Office II Turbo 3 £9.99 
Micropose Soccer.........£11.25 £14.75 | Crackdown .. £7.75 £1125 __ pean 7 Game Controfier .......................-...£8.99 
Chuck Yeagers Ad Trainer £7.75 £11.25 | Turricane ©7.75 £11.25 Still our Noi Seller | 
Kick Off ....... £7.75 £11.25 | Dan Dare 3..:......... £7.75 £11.25 : 641.25 Disc £14.7 BUS/UTILITIES DISC 
g Bards Tale (Phone)...£2-75 8625 | Ninja Spit... £7.75 £11.25 waged alla ak ins Adv. Art Studio... cscs. £19.99 
| Passing Shot.......-..-.0. £77 £11.25 | Castle Master wonklte EM 25 : | Tasword 6128 .. £20.95 | 
| pelea verteasrenases pe. £49.99 | EMM OM nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn £8.99 £11.25 Money Manager satesnanesne 24,95 | 
] PAICK, PMPRUEILES «2. -.1000.0. aiid fhe Ninja Warriors...............087.75 £17.25 || Mastercalc 128 weneeetieeersressitel ae | 
Heroes of The Lance......£7.75 £15.90 | Kjay __ e775 £11.25 | | Amsoft/Maxell 3" Discs | Qualitas. 12 en wes C18 OF | 
Airborne Ranger ........... £11.25 £14.75 | stormiord2.............N..€8.99 £11.25 | | £2.50 || Masterfile 3..................... seoveessslf32.95 
Em yn Hughes Soccer.....£7.75 o11 25 Vendetta .. Af.f9 £11.25 | Fees 942. Bp | | Professional Adv. Writer _...........£24.95 
Garza Soccer............f7./9 E1125 | Toit = ot pe || Art Studio & Mouse c40.05 
Track-Suit Manager ...... £7.75 BUDGET CASS ONLY | “a ne Tasspell | £13.95 
Laser Squad... LF75 £11.75 | vranoid. Bs 5 1/2 Discs TEN.. siaxeees £3.90 Spites Alive Basic “£19.99 
Player Manager.......... cf ‘9 £11.29 | Winter Games... £2.75 19 1/2 Discs TEN. Sorites Alive Comp............... £2799 
Championship Golf,........£7.75 Dragons Lair....................£2.75 
Carrier Command ._.............. £14.25 Ratieshins......................£1.80 
tally 1990. 999 £14.99 | Nigel Mansalis.____ £2.75 za cere ere arr 
Liverpood! ie F : wi Fis 1125 Space Herries e275 Se ee eee 
ne ae 644 OF side sophie tes te DDI Dise Drive ...........--.:..:.00: £159.95 
Bioodwycn............ prrewry yews F775 E125 | Frank Bruno Boxing ........ F1.80 ar pes 
WW i rae “a is ste is rebeice MP2 Modulator ..../Phone) ......... 79.95 
orld Cup Soccer. wk? £11.25 | Thundercats ........ eo 75 ; ae es 
Addidas Football.....N..£7.75 £11.25 | On The Bench...............£2.7' AAR rnaedan Expersion £478 
Manchester United.........£7.75 £17.25 Turbo ESprit.........ccccccs0c- © 1.80 SK meniory TI seercsenees ree 
F. Ball orgie Word Cup..£7.75 £1125 | BMX Simulator Il.......... £2.75 Screen Fifer - es 
The Cycles ... wef £1399 | Ghostbusters...............-£1.80 Eprom Storage Box... £1.99 
Hopping Mad...... £2.75 Cont. Paper 2000 609 .... £18.50 
EDUCATIONAL Paperher...-.-.---. £2.75 Cont. Paper 2000 809 «rn £24.50 
B Answer Back Jnr ..... uk ?.95 £11.95 | Rugby Boss posers 3 i Mouse Mats tennant £4.93 ff 
Facil = SOGs.. a a ee 6.5 Overlander ae? oD rast : Surge Plug asta aaa. 18 Beha MA Beaty Fiz 50D § 
Fun School (U5s, 5-5, 8-12) .65.50 £7.95 Street Fighter ..................£2.75 | | | C15 Cassettes ..........-.-.---.:04. PO.45 | 
Maxi Maths (Geometry) £8.50 £13.95 Bombijack .......... e480 ; Fantold Labels (1000)............... ieee 
The Three Baars (6128) ..._.. F15.95 Buggy Boy.......................£2.75 : easy , Mouse House .........-..--...----.--.-.- £3.59 
Magic Maths (4-8)........... £3.50 £12.95 | BMX. Freestyle co 75 | All Prices Include Vat & P&P || As232 with Commstar............... £55.95 
Maths Mania (8-12)........£8.50 £12.95 | tkari Warrior...................€2.75 in UK. || Printer Cable.......... 0. £9.99 
Chemistry GCSE ...._..... £11.90 £14.95 | Kickstart Il pobrcenoeceteen, a. | | ock | sen |] Amiga Bat Pack _......................f380.00 
Physics GCSE.........0., £11.90 £14.95 | Jocky Wilson Darts f2.79 in om wages | t by || Amiga Flights of Fancy £360.00 
Biology 1 (12-16)............ £8.50 £12.95 | Grand Prix Sim2............ £2.75 return 0 . || Amioa Second Drive...................£85.00 
Wordhang EF SO EMSS Green Beret....................P275 Amiga 1 meg upgrade .......... ...-.-E99 95 
Happy Whriting................£7.50 £11.95 | Treasure Island Dizz "y. oe ae a ) —— 
Physics 1 (12-16) .......-..-£8.50 £13.95 Fast Food ...............0..:... weer Cec IK 
Mapwork Geography Quiz.......£8.50 £13.95 | Adv. Pinball Sim. ............£2.75 ORDERS UNDER NINJA TURTLES 
Spanish Tutor £12.95 £15.95 | Gauntlet We... 8275 £5.00 — HAND HELD 
French Mistress............£12.95 £15.95 | Batman........................H2./5 PLEASE ADD 
German Master ...........£12.95 £175.95 | Mig Busters. ........ c2.75 ©1700 PaP GAME 
lankey Crash Course 3 SH/PCW) £19.90 ROCKS .........-.----ceeer-eee- eS | oe 












lankey Two Finger ....../6728/PCW) £19.90 pam bee be! i £18.99 
Fun School 2 (Li6's, 6-8, 84 ph ohTS  BG.99 | Matchday... ccna £9 | | | | 
Granny's Gard@n .occssccscceserse€76.95 | Thomas the Tank...........£2,75 DMP 2000/2160/3000 


RIBBON 










Ribbons 












1 HIGH CAPACITY 2ND DRIVE £3.25 each REFRESH 
/ , £5.99 for T , 
“2 FORMATS UP TO 760K £19.50 for Five £7.95 









All items are subject to availability 





Access/Visa orders by phone or Mail 
N = New release 
Please Phone for availability 
and other new releases 


_ 






K & M Computers (AA) 
140, Sandy Lane Centre 
Skelmersdale, 
Lancs, WN8 8LH 
Fax No: 0695 50673 
24 Hrs Phone 0695 29046 


When ordering please state make of computer. 
Please make cheques & P.O. payable to K & M Computers. 
Overseas inc. Eire add £1.00 per item of software. 
We supply government & educational establisnments. 





Shop Open 9-6 Mon-Sal Prop. K Fairhurst 






























Rainbow Islands © 
from Ocean 


Thrs follow up to Bubble Bobbie 
IOOoKS Set io be as mucholahit | 
as Ocean's last cutesy game, 
New Zealand Story. It combines 
colourtul visuals with inehtenmng 
ly addictive gameplay, with the 
result that you end up with one 
hell of a game 

Grapiecs have been downloaded 
from the onginal arcade version 
and the moves are just the 

same. Lead Bub and Bob to the 
top levels by fining rambows into 
the aw and then chmisng them : 
When you reach the top of a plat: Rainbow Islands Ww ay ‘oe ug f ‘nie 
form, you can collect thousands 
of bonus pots. There are Amstrad CPL 


An INCREDIBLE 


montns top 


seven islands to complete, each Amstrad CPU 

one more challenging than 1 Lommodore 54 gee ee 

the last Lommodore 126 isk £14.99 BFBISCD Fa ca ries: 
“Graftgold'’s ST Version of Rain- | ee Spectrum 44k Lass 4 GY BF B61 

bow Islands rs one of the besl - tee ee Spectrum +3 Disk &£ BFB37S0 

Como Conversions to have I oe Dusk BreSSS | 


appeared in along tne’ Maft 3 Re Bre soAM 
Evans. ST Formal 





BIG FOUR MAIL ORDER 
«Fast delivery 

* Friendly service 

* Fabulous savings 
We're backed by the resources of | 
one of Britain's most successful 
publishers so you can order with 

confidence. 


Fiendish Freddy's 





Bln a : 
Tee tls) (se fencisn F 
You may indit hard to believe that | Pa aa 
OU May find i hard to Deneve that | kar, 
were GIVING away software but it's | from Mindscape 
true. You simply Duy ally of the titles Mindscape 's circus extravaganza 
on this page at the normal retail brings you thrills, spills and a 
orice sted and then yOu Call pick whole barrel od laughs, Dive from 
UMUC RUM elboards, walk tightropes, be 


4 og fired from cannons, swine on 
' Pr | re ratte 5 i 
different fo mati absolutely free of trapezes, throw Kniles and juggle 


charge! ina desperate bid to save the cir 
The only condition is that the value » big 
of the free game must not be An orginal mult-event game with 
| 2 A . z i aiwicked sence af nour! 
MCCRIUFAUAIE Rm 0 Monee Sense oF humour 
paying for. on 
Apart from that there are no Fiendish Freddy 
Strings attached. It's literally TWO Beer ie 
for the price of one! Or FOUR for BB a ncrag crc 
the price-or two...the sky's the limit BR commodore 64 
Have yOu ever Seen a better | Commodore 128 
offer? | Spectrum 48K 
| : spectrum 126 
FIRST CLASS POST, PACKING Atari ST 
& VAT, INCLUDED Arniga 
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eS he be be 
a a : 


from US Gold 


game, Black Tiger. 

















trom Ocean 


0 cr ivy in cartooniand ywath 
Cabal. Alone trooper, he's 
Cropped behind @nemy lines 
and must tight his way back 
nome. Level atter jéevel must 
be cleared of Guddings and 
bad guys with machine puns, 
grenades and baroonas. 
i0OKS like Operahon Woltl for 
the under fives bul plays the 


a vet 


; > @ Cabal 
ye PRICE CODE 
Sue Amstrad CPC. C £9.99 BFBSSAC 


Amstrad CPC Chsk £14.99 BFS56AD 
Commodore 64 aS £9 99 BFBS/CC 


Commodore si £14.99 BFS58CD 
spectrum 46K ass £9.99 BFBS9SC 
Soectrum +3 LaSe £14.99 BFB60SD 
Atari ST £19.99 BF8615T 
Amiga 5 £24 99 BFE ZAM 





US Gold have had major hits with Strid- 
er and Ghouls 'n’ Ghosts. Now comes 
ther latest honzontaly-scrol Ine achon 


In a Sittular fasheon to Ghouls, the objec: 


ive is to Charge through horizontally 
scrolling levels, climbing ladders and 


> SS Se ee Se | 
Dm Fe ee ee 
ia —— =. Pare: . — = cmatage 





followsng red arrows to the end of the ret oe |. niin 

level. Along the way, hight ugly gar- c — Meee os ie ie Cass BFSBAOAC 
Boy vyles, snakes and even deadby orchids \ ae -* S| Amstrad CPC Disk BFB41AD 
using your powerful weaponry. When ee : BFe42Cc 
Iné PONE PES THUEN, disappear inside i ee ee = Commodore 128 Orsk BFB43CD 
the shop, pack see some extra weapons. , , on. i Spectrum 48 Cass a BFB445C 


and go out fo other mery. blast ie a Atari ST Disk 219.3 BFe45S1 


if you're a fan of horizontally-scrolling | Arruga Disk =. £24.99 BFE4S6AM 
Scion Pames. you ll love this o One = | aoe oe | 
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Post to: Big Four Mail Order, The Old Barn, Somerton, Somerset TAl1 7PY 
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«, | want to take advantage of this remarkable way of buying software. 


| 
: The game(s) ' wound axe to BUY are: 
[Title 3 3 | Machine | Order Code [Price 


ie 


| 


a 


The game(s) | would like FREE are: (You may claim one free title for each game bought 
The total price of the free games) must not be greater than the total price of the paid-for game(s).) 





Tithe | Machine Order Code | Price 


=> = = j 
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NAME PAYMENT BY: Cheque Access _ Visa 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER 





ADDRESS 


——— ES 


EXPIRY DATE 
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Please make cheques payable to 
BOST OOD “Big Four Mail Order” AA/TRIO 
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It's one thing submiting your pro- 
grams to Type-Ins. It’s another 
thing entirely getting them pub- 
lished! After all, we receive over 
50 budding entries a month - and 
only have space to print around 
half a dozen or so. If you want to 
reach the dizzy heights of fame 
and (small) fortune then you've 
got to stand out from the crowd. 


my he first thing to consider is what sort of 
Typée-Ins we're looking for. If it's some- 
thing that's been done a million times 
before, the chances are that it won't get a sec- 
ond look. Try to tackle something that hasn't 
been done, or present it in a new and unusual 
way. Don't go too far, though. An obscure pro- 
gram that’s no use to anybody except the per- 
son that wrote it doesn't stand much chance 
either. 


On balance 

We strive to achieve a good balance of pro- 
grams in these pages. A mix of utilities, serious 
programs and games, with a tendency towards 
the more useful software. After all, while 
BASIC games listings can hardly be expected 
to match up to commercial quality, a disk utility 
could become an invaluable part of everyone's 
collection. 

Utilities and serious software should first of 
all be genuinely useful. It must be clear as to 
what they do, as well! Above all, they must be 
user-fnendly. If a program purports to make 
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your life easier, then the last thing you want is 
something that’s too difficult to use. 

We get more games than anything else. So 
if you've whitten a game then you re up against 
the stiffest competition of all! If it's a two play- 
er game, then for goodness sake give a one- 
player option as well. A game like draughts or 
Othello should allow you to play both against 
the computer and another player. Using the 
computer as a dumb gameboard, by the way, is 
a fairly pointless exercise. 

We occasionally pnnt a silly listing, too. 
Graphical demos don't stand much chance 
unless they are exceptional. On the other hand, 
if they're short, they may get used as fillers. 
Nobody minds typing in ten lines for a program 
that's entertaining for ten minutes. No-one 
Wants to spend all might typing in a program 
that does nothing, though. 


Size isn't everything 

We have limited space in these pages. In order 
to clam in as many listings as possible, the 
shorter the program the better. We generally 
limit a listings length to a maximum of 6K 
(which fills about a page if we use small type). 
Anything longer than that and it will have to 
be something really special to justify the extra 
space. 

Obviously we don't want you to cut fea- 
tures from your listings, but we don't want 
them full of unnecessary garbage, either. Make 
them concise. REM statements are fine for 
helping others to understand your listing — just 
don't overdo it. 

Presentation is a subject that has been 
aired before in these pages. It 1s by far the sin- 
gle most important aspect. If your program 
isn't particulary onginal then if you can make it 
grab us nonetheless, it's in with a chance. 


‘A GOOD SEND OFF 


Bear in mind that the less time we spend evaluat- 
ing Type-ins the more time we can spend writing 
your favourite magazine. Try and make our lives 
easier - we'll love you for it. 

We accept Type-ins on tape or 3-inch disk 
only. 3.5-inch and 5.25-inch disks are no good to 
us. Don't send us listings scrawled in crayon on a 
bit of toilet paper or the back of a cigarette packet 
(untess it's still got some in!). We simply don't 
have the time to type in and de-bug listings our- 
selves. 

Although we accept both disk and tape contri- 

butions, if you have a disk drive then please send 
it on disk. It speeds things up enormously. There's 
nothing worse than receiving a disk-only utility 
program on tape. 


70 AMSTRAD ACTION 


Hf you want your tape or disk back then include 
a Self Addressed Envelope. We just don't have the 
time to write oul the addresses here. We're far 
more bothered about having to write out 
envelopes than supplying the stamps, though, so 
don't worry about the return postage. When we've 
finished with the contributions, anything that 
doesn't come with an SAE is binned! 

Finally, you must include documentation with 
the program. By this we don't mean an accompa- 
nying listing. We want instructions. Print them out 
if possible, but if you don't have a printer then 
please use your very best handwriting. Make your 
instructions clear. Include everything that you 
think is relevant, but don't waffle - you can safely 
leave that to us! 





n writing those Type-ins... 


If you can, make sure that the program 
works on all models of the CPC. Obviously. 
with a program that uses the 6128's extra 
memory problems are unavoidable, but with a 
simple games listing there's just no need. 
You're cutting the amount of people who will 
find your listing useful by half if it only works 
on one machine. 


The final test 
Finally, do make sure that your program works! 
Test your program thoroughly. Not only by 
yourself — you won't find all the bugs that way. 
Get a fnend to sit down and use your program. 
It's the surest way to hunt down those bugs 
that lurk in your listing. Invite your pal to make 
constructive critisism - and more importantly, 
take note of it! If you don’t find the bugs in 
your program, then you can bet your bottom 
dollar that someone will! 

Anyway, that’s enough lecturing — let's get 
on with the show! 


This simple game from Simon Tully of Brighton 
pits you against a minefield — and you have to 
get across in one piece! Unfortunately, the 
mine detector in your posession is a bit old- 
fashioned. It can tell you how many mines are 
nearby — but not exactly where. If only you'd 
bought the RX-101 model instead.. 

Move around using the OQ, A, O and P keys. 
The number of mines can be changed by alter- 
ing the number, initially 200, in line 60. 


{Tikm) 10-DEFINT-a-t 

{GnBj} 20-INK-0,0:BORDER-0: IN-1, 26: INK-3, 16 

{ToBk) 30-EWV-1,15,-1,2:ENT:-1,5,2,1,10,-2,1 

fAxAo} 40-x=20:y=25 

(Ojv) 50:MODE~1-PEN: 1: LOCATE: 6, 1:PRINT"Laying: 
mines ---Please-wait.~:InK-2.0 

{Jokxn) 60:-PEM-2:FOR-i=] -TO-200: LOCATE -Pa*40+1, 
PMD*2142: PRINT CHRS (143); :MEXT 

(Kode) 70-LOCATE-6, 1: PRINT- STRINGS (30, 32); : LOCATE: 
18, 1:PEN-3 :PRINT ROME"; :t'=THE 

(ocd) 80-nmeO : pare 16-8 :pye (25-7) #1648 

(Maka) 90- DF TEST (pox, py) a2 - THEN - 260 

(GrBk) 100-PEN-1:LOCATE-x, y:PRINT-CHRS (245) ; 

(EoB3) 110-IF TEST (px-16, py)=2 THEN neon 

(DqB}} 120-TF TEST (pre lé, py) =2- THEN: erm] 

(PkB3} 130-IF-TEST (px, py+l6)=2 THEN neers] 

(QmBk} 140-IF- TEST (pz, py-16)=2 -THEN-neenmt1 

{Evie} 150+ LOCATE~1,1:PRINT-rm"aine (s)” 

{Frfv) 160-a$=LOMERS (IMMEYS) :- LOCATE -30, 1:PRINT 
"Time: ; INT ( (TIME-t') (300); 

(Lckt} 170-TF-aS=""-THEN-160 

{Libi) 160 -PEN-3:LOCATE-x, y: PRINT -CoRS (143) ; 

(C jim) 190-x=x+(a$="0" -AND-201) - (aj="p" -AND- 240) 








(BqBi} 200-y=y+ (ag="q")- (ad="a" -AND-yc25) 

{Bint} 210-IF-y=] -THEN-230 

(Ale) 220-GOTO-80 

{HiBo} 230-LOCATE-1?7, 1:PRINT "Cor 
“Im: 2,10 

(Meat) 240-SO0MD-1,200, 200,15, ,1 

{BrAl} 250-GOTO-280 

(Deci} 260-LOCATE: 15, 1: PRINT Your-dead!"; -INK-2,10 
‘SOD: 1,0,0,15,1, 

(SxBq) 270-PEN-1:PAPER-2:LOCATE-x, y:PRINT- Cars 
(249); :-FAPER-0 

(HnAg} 260: WHILE - INREY$<"-" :WExD 

(dual) 290-GOTO-40 





MUSICFX 


Simon Tully's second contribution is, in his 
own words, a two-octave amplitude and fre- 
quency modulated polyphonic synthesiser with 
rhythm generator. 

Follow the prompts for octave, attack, 
decay, sustain and release parameters. You're 
also give the option to set modulation, wave 
type and rhythm. Experiment to find the funki- 
est notes 

The rhythm option allows you to add a 
backing beat, but the synth becomes mono- 
phonic if you use it. Tap out your rhythm and 
press Space to mark the repeat point. The 
rhythm will continually play, and additional 
peices can be added. Once you're satisfied, 
press X to get to the keyboard display and play 
away! 


{MuBk} 10-TAGOFF: PRINT CHES (23) +CHRS (0) ; -GOTO-40 

{Dwie) 20- IF. INREY (79) =)- THEN CALL: &BB45:RON 

(BtAn} 30-RETURN 

{TLB1) 4) -G0S08-200:CALL- €BB4S-EVERY-100-GOsu8 20 

{OrBa} 30 EVERY 6, 3°GOS08-170:B0=0: WHILE -1 

{dsDt} 60-CALL- 40000: X=25-PRER (40020) : IF -2<25- 
THEN: IF ROC (1) -AND- XOX (2) -AMD-XOC(3) - 
THEN -GOSUB-110:IF-T-THEN- 60 

(Sqha) 70-POR-W1 -T0-3-BT: IF-C(W) *INREY (K(C(W)))=0- 
THEN: 100- ELSE -PE=PEER (4551240 65+PL) : 
IF -PE*RE- THEN- EMV 13, PX, -1, RE: SOUND: 128+ 
A(#) P(C(W)), 0, Pe, 13, TW-ELse Some: 
L26+A(W) 0.1.0 

(Put) 80-PORE-400204C (W) .K(C(W)) :MOVE-CX(C(®)), 
CY(C (MW) ) :PRINT-CHR5 (143) ; 

(Crar) 90-L(W)=C(W) :C (=o 

(Njam) 100-MEXT: WED 

{Doe} 110-IF-X=L (1) -AND-C(1)=0-THEN-T=1:G0T0-130- 
ELSE- IF -X=L (2) -AMD-C(2)=0-THEN-T=2 -GOTO- 
130-ELSE-IF-X=L (3) -AND-C(3)=0- THEN 
T=3:G090:130 

(RvAs) 120: T]e¥: F=4:MeL:L=? 

(FwAt) 130-IF-BT-THEN-T=1 

{Lukx) 140: IF-C(T) -THEN-T=0 : RETURN 

(CeBa) 150-SOOMD-128+A(T) F(X) ,10000,0, 15, Tw 

{Fr} 160-C(T)=%: PORE 4002042, 0-MOVE-CX (x), CY) - 
PRINT -CHRS (143) ; :RETORN 

{LaDy} 170-IF-WO(BC)<H)- THEN BORDER “NO (BC) *2: SOUND 
“44126 TH (RO (BC)) 0,0, EV (MO (BC)), 
ET (MO (BC) ) , WS (NO (BC) ) -ELSE -BORDER-) 

(OLAx} 180-BC=8C+]: IF -BCoNO-THEN-BC=0 

{AtAn} 190-RETURN 

(Erte) 200 -DSPINT-A-Z:DIM-P (24) R24) ,.Ce(Z4), 
CY (24) CHS (24) :A(1)=1:A(2)=2:A(3)=4 

(MvGe| 210-SEMBOL-255, 24,24. 24,24, 24,24, 24,24 

(GeOp) 220 - RESTORE - 460: MEMORY - 39999: POR -T=(-TO- 


22: READ AS: PORE 1+40000, VAL ("6 +45) : NEXT 

(Meet } 230-RESTORE :POR-X=1-TO-24:READ-K(X) :PORE- 
40020+X, K(X) : NEXT 

(Cytn} 240-PRINT- CHAS (23) CHRS (0) ; :MODE-2: WHILE: 
IBEY$S<O*°" :WEMD: INPUT Octave: (-3° 
T:+3)";0 

(Omi) 250-POR-Wel- TO: 24: P(e) =62500/ 
(4a0* (2° (0+ ( (H-10) (12) ))) Meet 

{ElAx}) 260: IMPOT“Attack:- rate: (0-255) ";AT 

(Moku) 270-IMPUT"Decay-rate- (0-255) ";DE 

{LtBn} 260: INPUT" Sustain-volume- (0-15)"; Te: 
SUS=15-TE 

(AjAx} 290: INPUT" Release: rate: (0-255) ":RE 

{NuFij} 300-P=]:Me2:L=3: IF -AT=)-THEN-Bov-15, 
$05, -1, DE: IF: DE=0 THEN - ENV: 15, 0, TE, 1- 
ELSE: ENV: 15,0, 15,1, 505, -1, DE ELSE: IF: 
DE=( «THEN -ENV:15,15,1,AT, 0, TE, 1-ELSE- 
EV: 15,15, 1,AT, 505, -1, 08 

(ARCE} 310: INPUT: “Modulation: (¥/8)";Y85: IF -OPPERS 
(YS) 2°" THEN: TH=0-GOTO: 360-ELSE-TH15 

(Jel) 320-INPUT-"Speed-of «modulation (1-255) "; 5? 

(Fibl) 330-IMPOT-"[$)quare-or- [T)riangle"; TRS 

(MkKB}) 340- INPUT: "Amplitude-of modulation” ; AM 

[JsCq} 350-IF UPPERS (TR5)="S" - THEN-ENT--15, 1, AM, 
SP. 1, -AM, SP ELSE-ENT--15, AM, 1,5, 
MM, -1,5? 

{Tis} 360-IMPOT-" [1] -464---- [2] -6128": INS: IF: 
INS="1" THEN -PL=868 

(BiC}} 370° DMPUT: “Rhythm: (T/M)":RY3: IF UPPERS 
(RY$)="Y" -THEN -BT=2 -GOS0B-510 

(JkBq} 380-MODE-1-WINDOW-#1, 1,80, 12, 22-PAPER-#1,1: 
CLs-# 

(Aq@Bo) 390° LOCATE 10, 1:PRINT"Bold-delete-to-exit .“ 

{IsBu) 400-FOR: I=0-TO-640-STEP: 45. 7:MOVE-I, 32: 
DRAW: I, 224, 0; NEXT 

{Box} 410-TAG:POR-Ie25-TO-620-STEP-45.7:IF-I=117- 
OR- T=30]1 -OR- =439 -THEN-420- ELSE -FOR- 
Fe144°TO: 224: STEP -16:MOVE-1+6,E: 
PRINT: CHRS (255) "-"; : NEXT 

{MEA}} 420-MEXT 

(MiGq) 43): IMK-2,11:RESTORE-490:PLOT-650,0,1: 
TAGOFF : PRINT -CHRS (23) CHRS (1) ; : TAG: 
FOR: T=] 10-24: READ-CX (I) ,C¥(I) , CHS 
(I) MS: CLT) Ct (1) -4: PLOT: 650, 0,1: 
MOVE (CX (I), C¥(T) : PRINT CHS (I); 
‘IF -WS<>"" - THEN PLOT: 650, 0,2: MOVE- 
Cx(I) ,CY(I)-20: PRINT -HS; 

(ImAr} 440-MEXT: PLOT: 650,0,1 

(DnAo} 450-RETURN 

(Fibn) 460-DATA-71, 60,63, 61, 62,55, 52,54, 44,46, 45, 38 

(DkBn) 470-DATA-59, 57,58, 56, 50,51, 46,43, 41,42,40,35 

(OqBp) 475: "Machine -code---Save-program-before- 

(Buch) 480-DATA-06, 18,11, 55, 9C, 1A, @, 1E, BB, 20,03, 
13,10, 77,20, 43,53, 3. C9, 00, 00, 00,00 

(Ondw) 490-DATA-18,90,2,C,42,180,5, ,64,90,X%,0, 
B6,.180,0,,110,90,C,£,156,0,V,F, 180, 
180,6,,202,90,8,G,226, 180,8, 248, 90,0, A, 
272, 180,3,,2¢4, 90,4,5 

{LeEk} 500-DATA: 340, 90,6,C, 364,180, 3, , 386,90,E.D, 
410,180, 4, 432, 90,8, E, 478, 9,7, F, 502, 
160,6, 524,90, ¥,G, 548,180, 7, 570, 90, 
UA, 534, 180,8,,616,90,1,8 

(CxAp} 510-BT=2-GOSuB-720 

(LeCo} $20-NO=1000 :DIM-NO (NO) -FL=):MODE 2: POR: I=]: 
TO: 12: PRINT -'TAB (20) CHRS (64+) "="NAS 
(1) -MEXT 

(BqCo}) 530-PRINT: PRINT" SPACE -to-start- repeat”: 
PRINT" x: to-exit":PRINT"q-to-quit" 

{nBv) S40-PRINT"--to-clear" - PRINT": (+) -to- 








WIN A TON! 


Yes, that right. After months of delicate negotia- 
tions with the Editor we have now got £100 to 
give away per month to Type-ins contributors 
(You can take the thumbscrews off him now). 
This is split between the authors of all the list- 
ings. We divide the dosh in order of the pro- 


grams merit. A fully-fledged accounts package 
is likely to earn more than a ping-pong listing, 
and deservedly so. 

Unfortunately, we can't offer cash prizes to 
overseas readers. Rod got fed-up with queuing 
at the Post Office for foreign money orders. Rest 


|} assured, though, you'll get a little something for 





(GLA¥) 350 -LOCATE-1,1: PRINT" READY” 
(Exp) 560-A5=UPPERS (INFEYS) : IF -A5="" THEN: 560 


{Tube} S70-HeASC (AS) -64: DF - B13 AND -SD<( - THEN- 
WO (0) = 

{Lvat) 580-LOCATE:<1,1:PRINT™:«: 

{RoBi} 590-POR-I=)-TO-NO-AS<UPPERS (INFEYS) 

{LlAg} 600-POR-2X=0-T0-50:MExT 

(Mek) 610-IF-AS="" -THEN-630 

(EtQn) 620: IF-A5O*" - THEN -MeASC (AS) -64:1F M13: 
AM): HO - THEN WO (I) = ELSE 670 

(Rady) 630-IF -MO(I)<0-THEN-BORDER-NO(I) "2: SO0ND- 
44128, TH (QWO(T)) 0,0, EV (@O(I)), 
ET (MO(T)),MS.(WO(I)) : LOCATE: 1.2: 
PRDIWT: I~ --"- ELSE - BORDER: 0 

(BxAr) 640-IF-FL*THEN-O(I)=0 

(FmAs} 650-POR-j=1-TO-100: NEXT 

(KwCn} 660-LOCATE:1,1:PRINT-I":-": NEXT: IF-N=-19- 
THEN - ERASE -NO:GOTO-520-ELSE-GoTo-599 

({Eifm) 670-IF-Ne-32-THEN- TE=WO:NO=1- I=TE-GOTO- 630 

(Frag) 680: IF -4=-5: THEN FL=1:GOT0- 630 

(aay) 690: IF N24: THEN RETURN 

(Kgl) 700-IF-N=17-THEN-ERASE-§0:01M-NO (NO) :RETURN 


{AaBp} 710-IF-N=-19-THEN- 1=30000:GOTO-660-ELSE- 630 


(RveBp} 720-ENT-1,1,-100,1,5,25,3:ENt--2,1,-75,1, 
4,25,3 

(CsBw} 730-ENT--3,1,4,2,1,-8,2,1,4,2:ENT--4,4,4, 
1,4,-4,1> 

(EtEn} 740-EMV-1,1,15,2,5,-3,4:ENV'2,1,15,1,15,-1,2 

(Dqbs} 750-EMV'3,1,15,1,4,-2,2,7,-1, 4:24, 7,2,1, 
l4,-1,4 

(MjBr) 760-ENV-5,1,15,1,15,-1,8:EaV'6,2,7,1,1,0, 
20,14,-1,10 

(FtBo) T?0-EMV:7,1,15,1,15,-1,4:EV-8,1,15,1, 4, -3, 
3,1,°3,1 

(Ondq} 780-DIM-TH(12), EV (iz), ET(12), WS (12), MA$ (12): 
RESTORE 800: FOR: I=1-T0:12:READ:TH(I), 
EV (I) ET (I), RS (I) , WAS (I) :MEXT 

(IpAn} 790-RETURN 


OH BLAST! 


It seems that gremlins attacked last month's 
three vital lines from the Tunegen listing. Users 
found that they could compose the tunes — but 
couldn't save their masterpieces once they had. 
The missing lines go something like this... 


(GnAr} 1190-PORE-48038, tempo 
{NqBil} 1200-SAVE"tune”,b, 68020, Length+148 
{Ttkw) 1210-PRINT:PRINT-"START=58020" 


es ee ee eee 


TYPE-INS 


[ImAkv} 800-DATA~0,1,0,15, aL 
{ApAu } @L0-DATA'18, 5,3, 13,GURIO. 

(LwAat) 820-DATA-80, 3,0, 0, COMBELL 

(Ishq) #30-DATA’0,8,0,1,HI-BAT 

{IaAs} 840-DATA-0.7,0,1, CYMBAL 

(OkAt) §50-DATA-200,3,2,13, SHARE ; 
{(GtAs) 860°DATA'480,1,2,10, ToMd 

{Great} 870-DATA'375,1,2,15, TOM 

{Egan} 860-DATA: 325, 1,2, 6, TOM 

(xq) §90-DATA:240,1,2,3, TOM 

{ClLAw) 900-DATA:800,3,1, 31, BASSDRIM 

{Budt} 910-DATA:0.1,0,9,HAND-CLAP 











TWISTER 


This short graphical demo has chugged its way 
from across the oceans and over the seas by 
tea clipper from New Zealand. Colin Young of 
Hamilton came up with the program. It is a 
delight to watch 


(MLAm) 1°' Twister 

(Nmap) 2°'-1990 Colin: Young: 

(MEAG) 3°'-66:Te-Aroha «St 

{Jian} 4°‘ Bamilten 

{ALAc) 5°' «New Zealand 

{FvAj}) &:' 

{EWwAL} 10:MOOE:1 

{IjAp] 20+d=10:k=100 

(RtB)) 30- INPUT" Scroll :Up- (0) -ar-Down: (D) :";a$ 

{MwBp) 40: IF: LEPTS (UPPERS (a5), 1)="0" - THEN 
d=11:k=300 

{CtAk) 50-CLS 

(Crko) 60-ORIGIN: 320, k 

(Pako) 70-PRINT CHRS (d) : 

(HwGl) 80-DRAN-180°O0S (¢*2) , 180*00S (c/0.75) 

(MkAn} $)-c=c#).05 

(CvAn) 100-MOVE:-x,x 

({TpAo} 110 -xa00S (c) "45 

(Made) 120-G0T0-70 


BOUNCE 
@ 6128 only 


Jonathan Dean, a Sutton Coldfield resident, 
brings you this rather jumpy little game. Guide 
your bouncing ball around the screen collecting 
gems. Better avoid those rather nasty-looking 
red mines, though. The game can be played 
with either the cursor keys or a joystick. Left 
and right move you, ér, left and right, while up 
gives you a Dit more bounce. 

Before you run the listing, a file called ‘HIS- 
CORES’ needs to be saved to disk. This can be 
done by typing: 








nameS="Jonny” :hiscore=31:OPENQUT HISCORES” :WRITES9, 
names, hiscore :CLOSEQUT 


(Wako) 10-REM:***bounce*** 
[JvAp) 20-REM-*BY: -J7. DEAN 

(MuAq) 30-REM:**991 9900008 

(AgAg) 40: REM: *INDTIALISE® 

(BkAL} 50-MODE-1 

(CRE}} 60-INK-0,0:INK-1, 26: INK-2,6:INK-3,26, 18: 


— ot 


BORDER 0: ser=0:nd=10:ENV-1,15,-1,1: 
ENV:2,15,-1,4:ENV-3,15,-1,8:SPEED- 
INK 4, 4:hiscore=0:name5="" 

{HnAg} 61:OPENIN: "hiscores" 

{IoAv} 62-IMPUT#9, nameS, hiscore 

{Jahm} 63: CLOSEIN 

{CvAg} 70:GRAPHICS PEN: 1 

(NkAn} §0-FOR-a=1-TO-200 

{EnAs} 90-LET-v=INT (RAD (1) *640) 

(HlAr} 100-LET-f=INT (RMD (1) 400) 

(PxBt} 110: IF-w>76: AND vcS62-AND £78 AND: fc320° 
THEN GOTO $0 

(BuAm} 120-PLOT-v, f 

{FmAk} 130 -NEXT 

{TkAo}) 134: IF -SCROHTSOORE : THEN - 830 

{Paks} 135-scr=0:nd=10:lives=3 

{AxDu} 136-IF-Lives<)-THEN-PEN#2, 3: LOCATENZ, 11,7: 
PRINT #2, “GAME -OVER'™ : LOCATE#?, 10,9: 
PRINT#2, “YOU -SOORED": SCR: FOR: J=1-To- 
4000 - MEX: J:GOTO- 134 

(DrAr) 140-SYMBOL AFTER: 230 

{DxBp} 150 -SYMBOL-231,0, 60.126, 126, 126, 126, 60,0 

{(AjBp) 160+ SYMBOL: 232, 126,255,195, 219, 219, 195, 
259, 126 

(HoAw} 170 SYMBOL: 234,0,0,12,4,0,0,0,0 

(AnBn} 180-SYMBOL 235, 24, 60,126,255, 255, 126, 60, 24 

{LtBp} 190-LET-x=312: LET y=192: LET -xl=x:LET-yl=y: 
LET: yp=-1: LET sc=0 

{Fmaa} 200+ LET-ymel : LET-xa=: LET: yae0: 

(CvAq} 210-DIM-P (30,15) 

(OwAg} 220-GRAPHICS -PEN-1 

({EtAp} 240: REM: t*eeSETeres 

(KpAL} 235-TAGOFF 

(AKAD) 240-REM-**SCREEN!*# 

(DuBl) 250-WINDOWE2,6,35,6,21:PENEZ, 3:CLS#2 

(NqAv} 260-WINDOWHS, 5, 35, 22,25 

(Gnas) 265-WINDOWH, 6,35, 6,20 

(JoAx) 270: LOCATE: 17,2:PRINT: "BOUNCE" 

(MpAx} 280-LOCATE:17,3:PRINT-"------" 

(EjBv} 290-MOVE-1, 1:DRAW-1,399:DRAW-639, 399:DRAN- 
635, 1:DRANW-1,1 

(Anew) 300-MOVE-76, 78: DRAN-76, 320: DRAM: 562, 320: 
DRAN-562, 78:DRAN 76,78 

(IqBi} 310-LOCATES3,2,2:PRINT#3, “SCORE=" 

(AkBir}) 315-LOCATES], 12,2: PRINT#3, "HISCORE:=-"; 
WAMES ; HISCORE 

(Gw8}} 317: LOCATE: 30, 3:PRINT: “LIVES="; lives 

( Gaal } 320: REM: #8 eGeeeree 

(EuAp} 330:FOR-A=1:TO:5 

(AnAt} 340° LET-B=INT (RMD (1) *30+1) 

(PmAs} 350: LET-C=INT (RMD (1) *10+6) 

{Pokx} 360: IF -P(8,C)=l:THEN GOTO 340 

{FsAp} 370: LET-p(b,c)=2 

{HpBl) 390-PEN#2,1:LOCATE#2,8,C:PRINT#2,CHRS (235) 

{QmAk} 390-NEXT 

(JmAq) 400-REM: ***DEATHOe* 

{Ntho} 410-FOR-A=1-TO-nd 

{LiAs) 420-LET-B=INT (RND(1)*30+1) 

{Pqar) 430 -LET-C=INT (RMD (1)*15+1) 

{Plfm)} 440-IF-P(B,C)=1-OR-P(B,C)=2 -THEN-GOTO- 420 

{MBs} 450-IF-B=15-OR-Be14-0R- B16: THEN GOTO 420 

{HinBn} 460-PEN-#2,2:LOCATE#2, B,C: PRINT#2, GIRS (232) 

{Imak} 470 -HEXT 

{Crap} 480-REM: "THE -GAME'* 

(Moa) 490-TAG 

{Inka} 495 -FRAME 

{EoCi} 500-GRAPHICS PEN: 1:MOVE-xl, yl:PRINT-"~";- 
MOVE x, y:PRINT-CHRS (231) ; 

{Mud} 510-LET-Ml=X:LET Yl=¥ 

{Gqfin} 515-IF-INREY (27) =0- THEN GOTO: 516-ELSE +517 

(Gwir) 516:IF: IMKEYS="" OR: IMFEY (27) =): THEN GOTO: 
516 





(GuBo) 517-IF- INKEY (69)=0-THEN-GOTO:518-ELSE-519 

(GtAu} 518-LIVES=-1:ERASE-P:GOTO- 135 

(MtAo} 519-LET-X1=%:LET Yl=¥ 

(MqAn} 520-LET- ft=ger 

{Iqlm} 530: IF- TEST (X+16, Y+1)=1:THEN- scr=ser41: 
sc=se+] : LOCATE#2, INT | (x+16) /16) -4, 
INT ( ( (y+L) 16) -25)*(-1)-5:PRINTH2, ">"; - 

{PmOp) 540: IF- TEST (x+16, y-16)=] :THEN-ser=scr+1: 
sc=sc+] : LOCATE#2, INT ( (X+17),/16) -4, 
INT ( ( (¥-16) /16)-25)*(-1)-5:PRINTHZ,"*"; 

{Pot} 550-IF-TEST(X-1, Y+1)=1-THEN-SCR=ScR+1: 
sc=ec+]: LOCATEMZ, INT | (X-1) /16)-4, 
Tat ( ( (¥+1) (16) -25) * (-1)-5-FRINTEZ,":": 

{DeDl} 560-IF-TEST(x-1, y-16)=1-THEN-scr=ser#1: 
sc=sc+l] : LOCATE#2, INT ((x-1) /16)-4, 
Int ( ( (y-16) (16) -25) *(-1)-5 :PRONT#, "-" 

{sCx} 570-IF-TEST(x-1, y-8)=1-THEN-ser=ser+1: 
so=sct] : LOCATE#2, INT (x-1)/16)-4, 
Tet ( ( (y-8) /16)-25)* (-1)-3:PRINTEZ, “-" 

{Budo} 590 -IF-TEST(x+8, y-16)=1 -THEN- scr=scr+1: 
sc=sct] :LOCATE#Z, INT ( (x#1)/16)-4, 
INT | ( (y-16) /16)-25) * (-1)-5:PRINTH2, “*"; 

(OkDk} 590-IF-TEST(x+16, y-8)=1:THEN- scr=scr+1: 
somgc+] : LOCATES2, INT | (x+16) /16)-4, 
INT ( ( (y-8) /16)-25)*(-1)-5:PRINTH2, ">": 

(Indn} 600 -IF-TEST (x+6, y+1)=1-THEN-screscr+1: 
scmectl :LOCATE#?, INT | (x+8) /16)-4, 
INT ( ( (y+L) /16)-25)*(-1)-5:PRINTH2,":"; 

(HrBk} 610:°IF-ft<ser-THEN SOUND: 1,30,60,15,2 

(HxBx} 620: IF-sc>3: THEN -nd=nd+2 ‘ERASE -p: TAGOEF : 
FOR: a=1:TO-500: NEXT: GOTO-140 

(CrGp} 630: IF TEST (X+16, ¥+1)=2 OR TEST (X-1, Y#1)= 
2-OR- TEST (X-1, Y-16)=2-OR- TEST (X+16, 
¥~16)=2-THEN-GRAPHICS ‘PEN: 3:MOVE x1, y1: 
PRINT: CHRS (239) ; :GRAPHICS PEN: 1: 
SOUND: 1, 956, 120,15, 3, , 31: lives= 
lives~-1:POR-a=1-T0-500: NEXT: a: ERASE:p: 
Gord: 136 

(BuBl} 640-IF-yp>)- THEN: ypayp/2: LET -y=y+yp:GOT0- 660 

(HLAE} 650-LET-yp=2*yp: LET-y=y+yp 

(Kwan} 660-LET-x=x+xa 

(Bibr) 670-IF-X<80-THEN-X=00 :MA=-XA:SO0MD-1, 213,15, 
15,1 

[Roir} 680: IF -x>544-THEM:X=344:NA=-0A: SOND 1. 
213,15, 15,1 

[Lgaw) 690-IF-¥>319-THEN-¥=319:YP=-YF 

(paar) 700- IF -yp<i -AND-y>yl “THEN - yp=-yp 

[LoCe} T10-IF+y96-THEN-y=96: yp=-yp: LET: xa=0: 
SOUND: 1,239, 15,15, 1:GOSuB 760 

({LjAL} 720 TAGOFF 

(Dickk} 730-TAG 

(JqAt} 740-LOCATE#S, &,2:PRINT#S, scr 

(Dam) 750-Goro-500 

(AcBo} 760-IF-INREY (74)=0 OR: INMEY(B)=(): THEN: XA=-§ 

(Difm) 770:IF-INKEY (75}=0-OR- INKEY(1}=0: THEN: XA=5 

(NjBu} 780-IF-INREY (72)=0 -OR- INREY (0) =0- THEN- 
YM] .5-ELSE-Ye0.5 

(McAp} 79) -LET-yp=yp*ym 

(BwAt) 800-DF-yp>160 - THEN: yp=160 

(Eman) §10- IF -ypc?0 -THEN- yp=20 

(BkAn} &20-RETURN 

(Bubx} §30-CLS#4-CLEAR- INPUT: LOCATES?, 6, 5-PEM#7, 1: 
FRINT#2, “PLEASE -ENTER- YOUR" : 
LOCATE#?,.11, 7: FRINT#2, “HAE 
LOCATE#2,6, 9: INPUT#2, NAMES :CLS#4 

(Bqbkc} 40-1 IF- Seahigaany tiie THEN: Gono: 830 





{AcAm} 860-GOTO- 135 


BANKSWOP 
® 6128 only 


Ever felt the unge to have four BASIC listings in 
memory at once and to De able to swap 
between them at will? Have you spent many a 
restless night fretting that it was impossible? 
Well, NN Little from Shetmeld has come up with 
an ace little utuity that allows you to have foul 
BASIC listings In memory simultaneously. Now 
lf that's not a coincidence, well, | dont Know 
what is 

The four proggies can each be up to 16K in 
length, The command /BANK,x 
between them. When initiated bank 1 is select- 
ed. On execution of the |BANK command, the 
BASIC program is saved into the currently 
selected bank. [hen the new BASIL program 1s 
loaded from the new bank. The four banks are 
numbered one to four. Now that's user-Inendly 
lor you 
(MsCj} 10:DATA-21, 99, 90,01, 00, 90,00,01,8C,@, XC, W, 


TS ea 
oi ats 


C9, 12,90,C3, 16,90, 42,41,5 
(Jax) 20-DATA-42, (3,00, TE, 00, FE, 05 
21,52, 90,57, TE, 12, 01,00, 910 
(Isl) 30-DATA-TF, ED, 79, 65,C5,aF,21,70,01,11,00,40 
01,00, 3E. ED, B80, Cl, El, Te, 91D 
(Owl}) 40-DATA:ED, 79, AF, 21,00,40,11, 70,01,01,00 
36, ED, BO, 32,00, 01, 00, TF, ED, 13F 
(EuGm) S0:DATA:79,C9, C4, TE, 23,57,C8.CD, 5A, BB. 18, 
F7, 21,64, 9,@, 53, 90,09, 21, Acc 
DATA: 6A, 90,00, 53, 90,09, 0A, 00, 42,41, 53, 
49,43, 20,42,41, 42, 4B, 20,53, GBB 
DATA:57, 4F, 50, ZB, 4E, 22, 4C, 45,54, 
45,20, 31, 39, 39, 30,00, GA, 00, 478 
DATA 4E, 4F, 20, 53,55, 43,48, 20, 42,41, 4E, 
45,00, 52,5, 00, 90,00,00,00, acc 
(Ogan) 90-add=s 9000 
[Fuko) 100-FOR-b=1-TO-8 
[MLAL) 110-ch= 
(Pnap} 120-FOR-a=0-T0-19 
(BnAn} 130:READ: a 
[Fokw) 140-PORKE-add, VAL("6"+a$) :add=add+! 
[Ppas) 150-chach+VAL("6"+a5) 
(Fsak) 160-MEXT 


(JwCk} 60 


LA 


(Bell) 70 Aw, 


(BeBx) 80 


{What are these funny codes}? 


And:what:are:these:blinkin’-dots? 


You may well ask! As a matter of fact, it's all part of 
AA's drive to make Type-ins as foolproof as possi- 
ble. You see you don't type in that strange four-let- 
ter code at the beginning of each line in Type-ins! 
They are special checksum codes designed to 
make your life easier. All you need is the short 
Type-Writer listing printed below, which produces 
[hose magical codes for you. 

Type-Writer works by producing a code based 
on all the characters in a line of BASIC. This code 
is printed every time the computer encounters a 
‘Return’. After you have RUN Type-Wriler the com- 
puter will produce these checksums indefinitely. 
Type-Writer doesn't need to be retained in memory. 
In fact, it is always wise to get rid of it with ‘(NEW 
before you start to enter the listing - you don't 
want it to become part of the program you're typing 
in! Compare the codes with those printed in the 
magazine (yours will appear at the end of each line, 
bul We put them at the start for clarity). 

If they are the same then all is well, and you ll 
be able to sleep at nights. If they re different, then 
whal you ve typed is nol the same as we ve print- 
ed, and your typing is al fault. 

When you get these conflicting checksums, 
don't panic! EDIT the line and check it for differ- 
ences. Remember that Type-Wiileris very sensitive 
and can detect swapped characters and embeded 
spaces in lines. Also take note of similar-looking 
characters. The letter ‘I can look deceptively like 
the number “1 in listings. When you find your lypo 
hen ammend the line to read like the one printed, 
Type-Whriter will now give a correct report. 

Type in the following listing and save il. If you 
gel a data error when you run the program then 
check out lines 200-310. Once everything is hunky- 
dory and il seems to run OK then you can put it to 


its first real test. List the program. After every line 
of the listing a checksum should appear, and it 
should be identical to those that appear in these 
pages. 


[LxAn} 10-'Type-Writer 

[MkBj)} 20- ‘Public-Domain, ‘by Pat ‘McDonald 

(Bgkw) 30: ‘Amstrad-Action-June- 1969 

(Hite) 40-flag=): PRINT: INPUT" Am: I-a-464- (Daft 
question’) ";A5 

(IsB}) 50-a=HIMEM-93: MEMORY -a-1: RESTORE «200 

([PjAr} 60-POR-bea-TO-a+s50 

(ArAv} 70: READ-c}:G=VAL("6"+c3) 

[AsAr} @0:POKE:b,d:e=medd 

(TgAl} $0-NEXT-b 

(JmBu} 100-IF-e<>10566- THEN: PRINT Error: in-data 

Please: Check, “: EAD 


(Rubs) 110-IF-LEFTS(hS, 1)="y"OR:LEPTS (hj, 1)=°Y" THE 


POFE até. Ad 

rea+i4 et 

FeaBS (INT (2/256) | 
{DwAq} 140-q=ABS | ( (2/256) -£) *256) 
(Nqkx} 150-PORE-a+40, q:PORE-a+4l, £:PORE-a+45 
(CtBm) 160-PORE-a+46, £-PORE-a+57, q:PORE a+5é 
(WkBi) 170-PORE a+65,q:PORE-a+66, £:PORE:a¢77.g 
| Leas | PORE -a478, £:PORE-a+65, gq: PORE: avbé 
(Fig) POPE: a+90,q:PORE-ae91, 2 
| Jmaw | DATA:e5, 5, £5, fe, Od, 20,18 
(Mooi) 210-ONTA-Ba,ac.01,00,06,51, 59,7 
[ClAw) 220:GATA: fe, 00,28, 11,47, 61,10 
/ErAy| DATA: 4f eb, 09, eb, 23,18, £0, fl 
\PrAV] DATA cl, el, cf, fe, 93, 38,20, 00 
[Gvax) 250-DNTA-22, 90, 3e, Tb, cd, 22, 90,7 
[RvAt} 260-DATA:07,07,07, 07,06, 0, c6, 41 
[Cuay) 270: DATA: od, 22,90, Tb Of, c6,69 
[ExAv}) 280:OATA od, 22,90, (a,07,07,07,07 
[FvAu} 290: DATA e6, Of, c6,41, ed, 22,90 


BZ, 63, 90,C6,C3, 





(Ogxo) 170-READ-cheks 
(FkBu} 180° IF VAL ("é"+chek$) Och: THEN -PRINT 
Error’ inline bli 
(BiAk} 1590-MExT 
(PiAl) 200-MODE-2 
(Tras) 210-CALL- 6000 
(MAL) 220: PRINT 
(Osko)} 170-READ-cheks 
(FkBu} 180-IF-VAL("6"+chek5) ch - THEN -PRIVT 
Error’ inline Ble 
(BLAK} 190): MEXT 
(PiAL} 200-MOOE-2 
(rks) 210-CALL- 69000 
(MjAL} 220 -PRINT 
(ImAl} 230-PRINT 
(AiC]} 240-PRINT: “ew: command: |BAME. bank: - ‘When 
First -called-bank-1]-is- selected 
0: PRINT: "When - another: bank -is-selected 
the current ‘program: is: saved: and: the 


oe | 
iz 


/ ew} 


one -in-the 
O- PRINT - “selected: bank - loa in 


Fy 


(Tthk} 2 


b. O£.0c6. 69,04. 227,90, de 


dod. 22.90. 18.c1, 4d, 61 


330 - IF flag=0- THEN: flag=] - ELSE -GOT0- 370 
) PORE -ia+35. PEER (GBRSB) -PORE-a+36, PEER (GBS 
SC) 
0 -PORE-GBBSA, (C3: PORE: GBBS8, 9: PORE 
bBESC, f 
1 - GoTo: 50 
'O PORE -a+35, PEER (GR02C) :PORE-a+36, PEEX 
(ABO2D) 
390 -PORE GB028, 6Cd: PORE - 48020. g: PORE 
BBOLD, f 


And the dots... 

DON'T go looking for ‘dots’ on your keyboard when 
you re typing in these listings. All they re there for 
is to indicate spaces. We do this because if you 
dont get the spaces night it can cause syntax 
errors and all sorts of other nasties. Also, where 
the author has written REM statements or is center- 
ing text on the screen, it's nol always easy to tell 
how many spaces they ve used. And even though 
getting something like that wrong wont crash the 
program, it ll still give you the wrong code al the 
start of the line and make you fhink you ve typed 
something wrong. All clear now’? 


And finally 
There are two major typing errors to look out for. 
It's allo easy to mistake the number ‘1 for the let- 
ler ‘land vice versa. Also, check letter ‘O's and 
number ‘0's carefully. These are often al the root of 
wrong codes or crashed programs. 

Good typing! 





AMSTRAD ACTION 73 





kart Warriors 


Carl Surry has produced a poke for this 
“two man and their tank” oldie, re-released 
on the Encore label: remove any features 
yOu can do without. Carl also produces a 
fine newsletter, get in touch at the address 
below. Tanks Car!! 
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The excellent and prolific Andrew Price of 
Dunstable has been doing a vast amount of work 
on your behalf this month and come up with some 
real cracking keypress cheats. His first conquest 
is Turbo Chopper Simulator = pause the game by 
pressing CTRL, then to enter the cheat mode 
press the “M’, “B", and “1” keys together, You 

now have infinite lives. Also, from now on, by 
pressing CTRL followed by ESC you can advance 
a level. 


Next, Andy turned his attentions to Codemasters’ 
Cartoon Time adventure, Little Puff, and has found 
the ultimate keypress routine. Pressing the keys 
“E", 7A", “D", “BR, °X", “NM, and “<” all 
together will get you into the cheat mode and give 
your little dragon invulnerability. By pressing 
[SHIFT] plus the arrow keys you can move loca- 
tion. Pause “DEL” then “Fa”, “F5" and “LEFT 
ARROW” will change the background colour 
(great for green screens), Alternatively “F4", “F5" 
and “COPY” will alter the border colour. Phew! 


> OLiileyt g ISLOLL 


There are a healthy number of bouncing games 
in this months crop of cheats. This defusing 
poke is by Dunstable’s Andy Price and works 
on the tape version of Mastertronic’s explosive 
game. 





[MnAo} 1 ° Bombfusion 
[Jskq) 2 * by Andrew Price 
(Bxaq) 3 ‘ Amstrad Action 
[(ExAs) 4 ' Infinite lives 
(NvAs} 10 DATA 71, 66,33, 06, 0D 
(DvAr) 20 DATA AF, 77, 05,50, 29 
(Guks} 30 DATA 03,23, 18,F7, 38 
{Liar} 40 DATA C3, 32,53, 38, 
(EpAs} 50 DATA 20,32, E4, 35, 3 
(BpAt} 60 DATA 32, 32,55, 35,@ 
(MtAs} 70 DATA 60, 38,55, F5,D5 
(Ockr} 80 DATA C5,00,E5,FD,E5 
(AgAs} 90 DATA 21,53, 38, 32, 3A 
{LtAs} 100 DATA 77,23, 32,40, 77 
(AjAt} 110 DATA 23,32, 86,77, AF 
{FtAt} 120 DATA 32,71, 4A,FD,El 
{HnAu} 130 DATA 00,£1,C1,01,F1 
{TlAr) 140 DATA £1, C3, £3, 38,00 
{InAp) 150 DATA 00,00,00, 00,00 
(BoA) 160 DATA 00,00, 00, 00,00 
{AcAn) 170 DATA A.P 
(OCB) 180 MODE 1-PRINT"LOADING...“: MEMORY 4355F 
(EmAt} 190 LOAD "BOMBFUSION”, 63860 
(Foko} 200 chk=0:x=63800 
(Cxfis) 210 READ a$:IF a5="A.P" THEN 230 ELSE 
aeVAL ("6° +a$) 





what more could you possibly need? 

Back in issue 23 there was a keypress cheat for 
Codemasters’ Grand Prix Simulator. The game is 
still popular and Andy has reminded us that to 

play any of the tracks all you need to do (on the 

title screen) is type TRACK followed by your selec- — 
tion A to M. Apparently it's worth typing the follow- 
ing words into the hi-score table (if you can get a 
hi-score!) COMPLEX, CHEAT, HELP. ANS 
PANDA, SPECTRUM, SOME- 
BODYTRACK, HEREROBIN. 












Pretty wondertul stuff, 

these keypress cheats are 
considerably more difficult 
to locate than ordinary 
pokes, Well done 
Andy! Once again 
the Price 


[LrBi} 220 PORE x,a:xext+l:chkechk+a:G0TO 2710 

{GvBq} 230 IF chkoazi7C THEN PRINT “DATA 
ERROR, "END 

{Koko) 240 CALL S3800 


® Multiface poke for inf. lives in 
Address = 447] Poke = 00 





SOULS “er 


The unstoppable Mike 
Wong of Sale has put down 
(without losing his clothes) 
another disk game. Again 
it has a dodgy format so 
you are advised to CAT an 
ordinary disk before run- oa ! 
ning the cheat. ) ' 4 





(OkAs} 1‘ Ghouls n' Ghosts - disk ——? 
(Wakp} 2° By Mike Wong p 
(Ewhs} 3 ‘ Infinite lives 
(FEAj} 4 

[AjAp) 10 MEMORY c4lér 

[FvAp} 20 FOR meiBEs0 TO GBEBS 
fAvAg} 30 READ a5 :a-VAL("6"+a5) 
(Cou) 40 PORE n,a:c=c+a:NEXT 
[Lrat) SO OF eS b419 THEW 2700 
[TtAt) 60 PRINT Insert G iG...” 
(Liar) 70 CALL £BB18:CAT 








{Boap) 80 LOAD"disk”, 24170 

{Apap} %) CALL sBEa0 

{FtAs} 100 DATA 21, 70,41, 11,70, 01 
{Mk} 110 DATA d5,01,2£, 04, ed,b0 
{Luav} 120 DATA 3a, Oe, be, 2a, 0f, be 
(AgAx} 130 DATA 32,69, be, 22, ba, be 
{Peat} 140 DATA 3e,c3,21,a4,be, 32 
{MnAt} 150 DATA Oe, be, 22, Of, be, co 
(BmAt} 160 BATA od. b9, be, od, 37, bd 
{MwAt} 170 DATA 21,b1,be,22, 98,14 
(GmAr} 180 DATA c9, 3e,a7, 32,82, 31 
{QuAn} 190 DATA 3, c0, Ze 

(OxAq) 200 PRINT’ Error. 


® Multiface poke for Ghouls 'n' Ghosts 


Address = 3182 Poke = Al 


lie yin’ Lice 


Goin’ mad tryin’ to finish yet another game 
without a "g" at the end? It’s about time these 
guys learned to spel’. Put the spring back into 
your step and the hops back in the bitter with 
this infinite life tape poke 





{Imap} 1 * Hoppin’ Mad. 

(Pidm} 2 ' Encore tape 

[Ewas} 3 ' Infinite lives 

(Ftaj) 4° 

{Faau)} 10 DATA af, 32,55,.435,c3,00, 40 
(MtAr} 20 FOR x=6BE00 TO sBEO6 
{Pwtw) 30 READ aS:PORE x, VAL("6"+a$) 
{Bpag} 40 NEXT:OPENOUT “Ww 

(Onan) 50 MEMORY sF9o 

{Eqan} 60 LOAD"elite” 

(Feap) 70 PORE &FD1, abe 

{EkaAo} 80 CALL &FAQ 


® Multiface poke for inf. lives Hoppin’ 
Mad 


Address = (4FF Poke = 00 
ew 
Hard Brivin 


Suddenly its’ all drivin’ and bouncin' around 
here. Mike Wong has busy hackin’ the disks 
and findin' the pokes, I'm puttin’ a bar in the 
back of my car and drivin’ myself to drink. 


(MsAa} 1 ‘Hard Drivin’ disk poke 
(Omkv) ¢ ‘Does something (probably) 
(DpAp) 3 ‘By Mike Wong 

(FLA}} 4 ' 

(OwAr} 10 OPENOUT’d”:MEMORY GTFF 
(JjAr} 20 CLOSEOUT: MODE 1 

(GxAs} 30 LOAD memlioad”, 6800 
{Fide} 40 PORE a9F3, 609 

(FsAo} 50 PORE s9A2, 580 

(FjAo} 60 PORE £943, GRE 

(OnAp} 70 FOR n=&BE80 TO SBEEB 
(AkAc} 80 READ a$:a=VAL("6"+a$) 
{Dvir} 90 PORE n,a: NEXT 

i{Cwho} 100 CALL 6800 

{J jap} 110 PORE £1869, 0 

{GkAp} 120 CALL GAZ] 

{HtAt} 130 DATA 1, c6, Tf, ed, 49, af 
{JuAt} 140 DATA 32, c2,48,c3, 60, ff 





n issue 51 there were maps and playing tips for the first two levels of Thunderbirds. 
Thanks to Stephen Troupe of Kings Lynn and Carl Surry of Barnet levels 3 and 4 suddenly 
become so much easier. 


Mission 3 - The Bank Job - Password ALOYSIUS 


I@ Lady Penelope takes the HAIR SPRAY and CLOCKWORK MOUSE 
® Parker takes the CROWBAR and STETHESCOPE 


1) Select Lady P. and the hairspray and walk to the quard 

2) Move both up then right to the lift 

3) Select Parker, use lift, move nght, just into the next room 

4) Stand in fornt of the first cabinet (another will open) 

o) swap to Lady P, use lift, drop the hairspray and walk nght 

6) Move to the open drawer and get the key if it is there. 

7) «If not, swap to Parker, move inward one cabinet and try again 

8) Get the key, move left, use the lift, right, down and night again 

9) Stand in front of the lift doors. 

10} Swap to Parker and follow Lady F 

11) Use the lift, use crowbar on the left side of the trolley. 

12) Use the lift (level 4), drop the crowbar. 

13) Move left, get the key, back to the lift, 

14) Use the lift (level 6). 

15) Swap to Lady P. move left and stand just inside the door 

16) Use the clockwork mouse to switch off the laser 

17) Move left and down 2 rooms. Wait at the top of the ladder for the quard to pass twice 

18) Move right and down twice 

19) Set the switches U,D,U.U.D.D (left to nght) Move left 

20) Swap to Parker, move left and down Z rooms. Wait at the top of the ladder for the quard to 
pass to the ngnt. , 

21) Move to the left and up. Use the stethescope on the sale. 

22) Get the key. move down. Wait for the quard to pass 

23) Move down and set the switches U.D,D.D.U.U (left to nght) 

24) Swap to Lady P. move to the leit, down and leit. 

25) Get the key and return. Use both keys on the drawers. 

26) Swap to Parker, use both keys on the other drawers 

27) Get the Papers = mission completed 




















Miasion 4 - The Hoods Lai Pacnword ANDERSON 


@ Scott takes the GLUE and the SHADES 
@® Virgil takes the GUN and the SHADES 


1) Scott moves nght 2 rooms and stands behind the piano 

2) Virgil moves left and drops the qun and shades by the piano 

3) Move upstairs and collect the key. 

4) Move left and move the left lamp (press fire) 

5) Get the sheet music and go back to the piano. 

6) Open the piano with the key and collect the furthest item 

7) «Put the sheet music onto the piano, then quickly get the other item. 
8) Stand with Scott behind the piano, wait for it to sink. 

9) Select Scott and the glue, move to the right and deposit the glue 
10) Move left, pick up the limpet mine and return 

11) The Guard should be stuck to the glue, wait if not 

1Z) Move both nght and down. Stand in front of the force field 
13) Virgil fires the gun 3 times to deactivate 
14) When the laser is gone move both right, up and night. 
15) Virgil moves nght then keeps going down. 

16) At the bottom go nght and throw the red switch. 
17) Scott moves to the top of the building. 

18) Move far nght and drop the shades 

19) Pick up secret film. 

20) Move left and throw red switch. 
21) Move left and put limpet mine into open hatch. —_ — 


22) Mission and game complete. | 
’ 4 
/, ij | Vis | > 
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CHEAT MODE 











Just when you were about to lay off eggs for life, your ever-faithful AA storms in with a complete map for FAN- 
TASY WORLD DIZZY. The little EGG-head's adventures should be a cakewalknow! It's all here in glowing, glo- 
roious technicolour, so you can throw all your eggs in one basket and get counting. ‘Thankphil letters are not 
necessary, just finish the game! 

The original we worked from was sent in by Chris Lumb of Leeds — cheers, me old plate, you've made a 
lot of EGG-sassperated gamers very happy indeed! 



































THE YOLK FOLK AR ore 

A = Troll rep Wl C 

B = Coin behind scenery a ‘= (2 at 
-C=Coin | | | Poe re os: os | \ WF t 

D = Denzil Th Pees SS a \ SHC 
| F = Dylan | | ra. ( 






G = Grand Dizzy 
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| CHEAT MODE 














INTERESTING ITEMS TO COLLECT 
1 jug of water 12 cow 
2 stale bread 13 key 
3 boulder 14 hole 
4 whisky 15 crowbar 
16 doorknocker 
17 pick axe 


18 carpet 
19 egg 

20 bucket 
21 key 

22 bean 


CHEAT MODE 


a 
Ranaer 


It’s been a long time 
in thea making but 
nere ts pus about th 
only cheat | can 

| find that actu- 
ally Improves 
Alrbome 

| Manger. For 

| the tape ver 

| S001, press 

| “DEL” to get first aid 

| @ often as you like. Al 

| Last Is sale to come out af the dug 

| Ct 










(Eeks) 1 ‘Airborne Ranger 
ae 

(Aha) 3 ‘Infinite First Aid 
jceap) 4 ‘Presa “GEL” 

(Pols) 3° 

(Grae) 10 ATA dd, ce, 00,1), 158 
(Rime) 20 GATA 80, 1a, ded L213 
(isa) 30 DATA Ta, fe, 82.20, Mh, 22 
(Mee) 40 DATA le, Bf 22. a2, 80,03 
(Glee) 50 DATA la. 80,21 M40, 3 
(Gpka) 60 DATA c3,2),6,20,73, 08 
(Thee) 70 DATA BY <3. 0), 60,30, Se 
[iekes)} OC DATA 3. Se 01 
ee ee 

(Eqap) 100 MOY GPT yt 
(Maar) 110 FOR s=sePOO TO Gar 
(Paka) 12) READ ab: ee, (“e*+e5) 
(Meat) 130 PORE nappa eo 
(tat) 140 IF pola Te 1 
(Ryda) CS LOD airhorm 

[Redo) 160 CALL sarod 

(taker) 1°) PRO Geta error 


| @ Multiface tape poke for inf. First 
Aid 


| Mires © Poka = SC 


Blade Warrier 


Yet another Codemasters arcade romp is 
vanquished by Streets pokesperson 
Graham Smith. The quest for infinity 1s 


over, Blade Warrior — Rest In Peace 


(CjAs} 1 ° Blade Warrior -tape- 
(HvAg} 2 * By Graham Saith 
(Gwkx} 3 ' Infinite lives & time 
(Jeam} 4 ° Methed | 

[Fuaj} 5 


(Etat) 10 DATA 2a, 38, bd, 272, 2a,be 
(Goat) 20 DATA 21,37, bd, 36,3, 23 | 
[N4At} 30 DATA 36, lb, 23, 36,be, 21 
(Liat) 40 DATA 40,00, e3,11,00, bo 

® Multiface pokes for Blade Warrior 





ADDRESS PORE | 


Inf life (SLE 00 
Inf time Fis ly 


TTAL cy 








ae ed Baers 
Aras o Flom 
Banas, Tae | 

Aas Sena 
Fiastenouts 
Boss Ful seus 


Bran Giught Foodie’ Fortunes 


Bune Gens 
Chigtc 
Connnental Crcus 
F its 
Femander Must 
Fgmiet Pict 
F.15 Strive Eagle 
Foothad Manager ii 
Ualaey Force 

Hunt tor Aled October 
Mystery on the Nile 

| Pde: 

Ni Warnors 

| Sherine 

Sorcaroe | ord 
‘Supe: Scramiie SS 
Suet Wiorthericy 
The Traur 

= 

| Pactra 

| Pacnarea 


ig Shot 


Cisse 


rmulgeor 


Passe 
A ifr rq = 
Ta Par 

Tere i Meri 
Lia a! Py dehy 


Trad Pyrcaets Mow Began, 


Fore =) 


(Game Set & Maich 2 
| Onby £7.99 Desc £12.60 


Ba" ria = 
ao ee eae ay Te RUE ear dh 
pees huinaiee Spat 

| a or © | Oe Tet oo Fac 
_ Sunetbow vi rhe 

Sere. Saewe Dawes 

rns fe? Beek Fook Ec 


Une 


in CROWD 
ONLY £10.95 
Barhanan Grynor 

Crary Cars 
Predation, Karrcay 
Camba? Schon 
Target Renegade 

Prahoon 


SUPREME 
CHALLENGE 
ONLY £4.99 
DISC £10.99 


Flite, Ane. Sentinal, 
Stargader, Tats 


MEGA MIX 
ONLY £9.99 
Barbdarian Il 
Dragon Ninja 
Operation Wot, 
The Real 
Ghose ibuslers 








RAP 


i ra 
198 499 
- 

Gs 1 
i FS ce. 
is of 
14. oS a3 
2 22 re 
‘4 a ts 
i a 
1455 299 
oS 2 
995 ¥; 
a55 = 
394 > oa 
7 34 OS 
195 i ao 
9 9G + is 
ae) J a 
9 99 . Gea 
996 d Ory 
12? 3S a id 
4499 > be) 
396 a \Fa 
ao dea 
9 99 2 95 
9.95 ais 
oR 47 
9 40 1 99 
a oF ay 
995 ) 
14 oy ao 
14 oo 4) oo 
q ta 2 
1 fe 


6 Pack Vol 3 
Disc only £9.99 


Ghost Gobins. 
Paperboy L nvting 
Dayights. Enduro 

Race, Escape from 
cane Ss Caste 
Dragons Lanr 


TATIO COIN OP 
ONLY TB.98 
Bachan F rg Sriark 
Bubtie hentia 
Arancd, Slaphget 
Arkanoe) Il Perea arctan 


Legend of Kage 


SOCCER 
SPECTACULAR 
Only £4.99 Disc £10.99 
Feothall Manager Flatt 
Begrtsiey's Sooper 
Word Charpong 
Hacdhg!! Maradorea 
SOCoe Sulrend 


THE Biz 
ONLY £10.99 
Operakbon Woll 
A Type 
Baiman Capped 
Lrusader 
Double Dragon 


30 RED HOT HITS 


ONLY £6.99 
Ghostbusters. FA Gup 
Agent X 2. Kane, LA Swat. Ninga Master 


Rasmuty 


n OMe and Lissa Aicochet, Zohn 


Way of Exp Fist, Dan Dare 
Formula 1 Samulator, Brian Jack's 
Superstar Challenge, Tau Ceti, Park Pairol 
Thrust, Harvey Headbanger, War Cars 


Tarzan, Ninja Hamster, Enlight 


enruernd 


Druid U. The Boggit, Mystery of the Nile 
Mega Apocalypse, Endurance, Actwator 
Catch 23. Dark Sceptre 













Ehatrraar the Alor 
Beverley Fills, Cop 
Black Tiger 

Cabal. 

Caste Master 
Chase HQ 
Cyberbal 

Or Dooms Revenge 
E-Monon 


Frercksh Freddys Be Too F 


thes tue ters. Il 
(ahouis iv Greets 
Hard Drawn 
Heavy Métal 

mick Of 





Arment Battles 
Airborne Flinger 
Chuck Yeagers (AFT) 
Colossus Bridge 
Lolossus Lhess 4 
Lerche Master 
Deluxe Scrabble 
Dragon Nerja 
Emlyn Hughes Int Soccer 
Football Dwector 
Foothall Caracas |i 
Foottall Marwcper || 
Gureshep 
Heroes of ihe Lance 
Jack Wothke 
Mucroprose Soocer 
Operation Woll 
Pichonary 
Stormer 
Tank Attach 
Test Drive Il 
The Natorual 
Tames of Lore 
Texoben 
Tracksuil Manage 
Tretee Changeans 
SCapaghos 
Silent Sénece 
Stricker 
Untouchables 
Yulcan 
War in Waddle Earth 


World C/ship —Sxing Manager 6.99 





UTILITIES 


Moni OP Il 


Cass 


Protest 
Menon Pascal 60 
Hesott ¢ 


Heot Devpac 80 
Henoft Krele Plus 
Hesoft Forth 
Tascopy 

Tasword 4646128 
Prospell 
Masterthe 3 
Tassel 


LOOK! 


CASS 


694 10.59 Laser Squad Exp Kil 
6 95 10.59 WNew Zealand Story 
6.99 10.99 = irga Sow 
6.99 1099 Operahen Thundertot 
6.95 10.99 Pa? Thunderbott 
6.99 10.59 Pipemama 
6.95 1099 Paul Gasoogne Soccer 
5 OG oo Rambow islands 
6.95 io. Roboonoad 
n_ 6.99 10.39 The Cycles 
G4 10.99 Turbe Guirun 
6.54 10.96 Turnican 
6.39 10.45 Vermietta 
6.39 10.98 Wid Streeis 
6.84 10.99 x ~(Chut 


CASS 


1-6 _L-EZ 
CASS 





=, 
e 


CAS IS 


wall 


5 
4.50 5.50 
6.99 10.99 
699 10.94 
5 oo 10.93 
6.59 10.93 
5 4 94 
554 9.95 
699 10.99 
be 10.99 
699 12-99 
64 10.99 
639 ee 
699 0.35 
5 44 9.99 

10.945 


6.99 


FORTHCOMING 





ATTRACTIONS — 


10.99 AA DISe 
1.99 199 Achon Service 6.95 10.95 
6.99 10.99 Adidas Golden Shoe 696 10: oo 
a.59:. 11.09 Aer the War 6.99 10 Se 
75 1194 Beach Volley 6.99 10 So 
setts pis Bloocwych 6 98 10: ot 
6.30 0.99 = Bernie 995 12-00 
NA 1350) = Dark Cortury 699 10.96 
BOG 1625 Douthe Dragan Il 6 95 10 54 
5.95 {0.99 Drving Force 6.99 10 9 
g _ NIA Dynasty Wars — 6 94 10 98 
AA, “79.59 European Super Leap 6 8 10.35 
sie F-16 Ceenbat Pilot 1¢. 86 ch 
4.99 339 = Fighting Soeces 6 99 10.94 
10.99 139 ie — ie 
799 14.99 Hot Aliod 6 99 10.34 
6 oo 299 0©— ron Lord 6.99 10.95 
10.99 ipqq = aly 1990 6 oy 10.99 
goer owt 6.99 10.99) 
639 10.99 staught 499 10.99 
2.99 1299 Qnental Games 899 10.99 
6.99 10.99 Pina Magar A 95 10.99 
9 94 295060 Player Manage 63 10.38 
OG (29g Pufly’s Saga 6 os 10.99 
ie a Casa taee ecm 6.99 10.99 
ape a at STadow Warne 6 oe 1 oo 
oo a say Sp} 6 95 10.99 
6.99 10.96 Southam Bete Evereng Star 9-95 i? 4 
5.95 AA Stortiord |! & oy 1}. oo 
6.99. 10.99 409 Stunt Car Racer _ - 13 ~ 
“Ae we The Champ oS 10.9% 
0 a3 13.99 Tin Tin on the Moon 5 io 10, o 
6.98 10-33 Twn World 699 10.99 
6.9 10.94 Vendetta ss Gr 10 oo 
F SG 10-36 Kenophobe 605 10 35 
| hi Pingde ante Bad fhe muorty of fee lonthicaceng 
6 oa 10 ry aachoe ane mot Ape a ee 6! pers Be ? ree 


CASS 


i rd at j 
Fi 28 ie Answer Back Jineor 

WA a7 qq -: Betier Mains 12-16 
37.99 i a9 Betier Speting 9-14 
a a = Fun School ll Under 6 

MA 47.99 Eun School I 6-8 

AA 1439 Fun School Il B+... 
N A i4 a French Mistress 4+8 
10.99 eters TOSS General Scence 
14.99 22.95 Magic Maths 4-8 

Pa 18.39 Spell 

AA 29.95 Three Bears 

PA 14.99 World Wie 


MEGA OFFER 





These well be degnalched aeten 24 Agure of flee 
Rube Ty fo erie} 






EDUCATIONAL 





pISC 

50 10 SS 
B SS 13.94 
a.oo 13.94 
bo 9.54 
Ho 9.50 
5 oS 9.50 
Pa 15.99 
Pa i.34 
8.94 I3.4 
ee i394 
Pd 14.50 
; oS | 


o 
| & 


LOOK! 


For every £10 spent you can choose a free gamefrom the list below 
Mr Weems and the She Vampires, Mega Apocolypse 
Frontier, Hijack, Sailing, Ball Breaker, Star Randers ||, Fury, Prodigy, 


Vixen, Mandragore, Split Personalities, 





Explorer, Ninja Hampster, 
Hive,Guadal Canal 
(CASS ONLY) 

All the above available 


DATE: 
NAME: 


fe a ee 


Post Code 
TEL:. SATE 


a ee ee ee | a Cr ee aa he oe ee ee ee | 


PPR PEC PPR EEE 


SS ef es See SSR SEE SB 


ee ee ee a 





2, Dandy, High 








SPECIALS DISC 


Ase tuner 

Annals of Rome 
Bards Tae 

Bayard he ioe Pgiace 
Biases 

Colossus Man Jong 
Cork Scmpine 

Brrued |b E righderteuertt 
Paw Means of Ful (foe "ay 
F rey cares 

Gach Gare 
Gaiawy Foece 

Geyior 

Pioneng lar 

Huet tor Fled Ohcintes 
han VWiares 
Ne ee 

Lied Storm 

Never Ende; Siney 
Paciand 

Pacmaraa 

Pater Shot 
Pegasu ys Bre pe 
Suen of Sor 

F Type 

Sore 

Tents 

Trae Trae 
Teurdecas 

Tirme ard Nagai 
Windoaiores 


MEGA GAMES VOL 1 
CASS ONLY £6.95 
Northstar, Cybernom 
Detextor Treamos. 
Bion Arofhers 
Mask tl. Tour Che 
Porte Hercules 
Masters of the 
LUnewwerse, Bhood Valay 


| Dark Soap, Tarzan 
(aien 23. Mrstery of te 
Nie EAdgutance. Uega 
| Apo tihypee. Fda 
Pea rreaet Arivaign ihe 
Beet Druatl |! 


TOLKIEN'S 
TRILOGY 
Only 8.99 Disc 
£11.99 
The Hobbit 
Lord of the Rings 
Shadows of Mordor 


WINNERS 
ONLY £10.99 
DISC £14.99 


Thunderblade. 
Led Storm, 
Indy Jones & 
Temple of Doom. 
Blasteroms, 
Impose 
Mission Il 


41 SOUTH STREET, LEIGHTON sidecases BEDS, LU7 SNT TEL: 0525 377974 FAX: 0525 852278 


"yippee cilia a rt a I ig a ee dl er Pe eS 


‘ORDER FORM 4 EK « 


‘Please nd me with the == for 
nal Sea i SS Naat ica eee ca 


Please make cheques 
& PO payable to 
Turbosoft 








RAP 


a 99 

ta 96 £99 
ta 9G 604 
fa oo a ‘9a 
ta 9G 4 OG 
4 95 6 9S 
ta a a 
2 oS 4 99 
‘3S 49 
435 Joo @ 
ha OG i OS 
< o 1 
14 9 53 
4 59 ‘3 
ta 3G eee] 
iG 6 oS 
io 5 99 
is 334 
a OG iw 
aoa 5 SG 
2 we | 
495 £3 
aos 5 ore 
733 1 
£25 5 28 
ao ia 
£0 a Ge 
40 ee) 
a Ga é ao 
14 ao a oe 
1495 a 99 


MAGNIFICENT 7 
| Only £6.50 Disc 
£13.95 


Head Over Heals. 
Cobra & Artuancid, 
Short Carcuat & 
Wirball. Franke 


| Goes to Hollywood 


Great Escape & 
Yee Ar Foun Fu 


CASS ONLY £6.99 | 
AT.C., Ace, AT... 7) 
Spitfire 40 
Tomahawk. Strike 
Force Harker 





DYNAMITE 


Afterburrssr Lasi 
Mina ll WEC Le 
Mans. Double 





Word Class 
 ecaer Eee 


COIN OP HITS 


ONLY £10.99 
DISC £14.99 


Outrun, 
Thunderblade. 
Road Blasters, 

Spy Hunter. 
Bionic 
Commando 






Orders under £5 please | | 

add 5O0p per item. Over 
£5 p&p FREE in UK. 

Elsewhere please add 
£1.50 per item. 

N.B. Please state clearly 
mode of computer & 
also cassette or disc 

when opens 
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AMSTRAD CPC464 Colour monitor over 
100 games inching Emlyn Hughes 
Operahon Thunderfon, Multiace 2+, joy 
stick splitter, SO Amstrad Actons. All 
boxed. only £250 o.n.o. Phone Wraysbury 
(0784) 483397, After Som 


DOl Oxsc drive and mterlace £85. FD1 disc 
drive £50. GTE4 green screen monitor E35 
Phone (0532) 529076 evenings 


AMSTRAD <64 wih colour monitor, joy 
stick. over E184 games, over 50 maga 
mines, Gus! covers and screen filter 
Excellent condition, £200 6.0.0. Telephone 
evenings (0235) 522339 (Abingdon) Omori 


CPC61275 Mulitiace Two double speech 
ROM modulator, tape recordeér, threa man 
uals, Over £1200 of games masniy disc 
¥vg.c. £375. Prone Lee afer 4.306m on 
Nonhampton (0604) 407269 


MAGAUM Lligtigun wih si games on tape 
and disc. Boxed a5 néw £15. While 16 
Emma Broxup, Dalbeattie House, Oaky 
Balks, Alnwick. Northland, NE66 200 
First come first served, Hurry! 


THE Test. A beg adventure Sy the author of 
Island for CRC & PCW £4.50 on disk only 
K N Bond. 17 Adel Park Gardens, Adel 
Leeds, W. Yorks LS'6 8BN, please state 
computer 


SUPERDISK! crammed with gualty pro 

rams inciuding Database, Personal Diary 
Somauaer Pactionary, Cigitized Music, Real 
Time Analogue Clock. Graphics, T’S 
Fiereader and “Arnold” (fun conversation 
program - includes SPEECH!!!) Disk £6 to 
MM. Anmad 43 Hartington Sree 
Newcastle, NE4 6PS 


CPC6E1Z6 colour monitor, fitted 464 chap. 2 
Fombo’s, ZF. sdéways RAM, 6s 
Eprorms Protext, Promerge, Utonia 
Rodos, Maxam, Disc Demon, Lockemith 
etc. OMP 2000, 3 joysticks, Mulbtace Il. 
150+ 3° discs. 3 142° dnve & discs, 240K 
cascetl, desk. software, books, mags. sof 
968, Auiofire, Screen Filter, Too much to 
list here . worth over £3,000 want £700 - 
will $polit. Phone (039317) 3306 


ria 7 


CPC464 with green screen and MP? 
Moculator, AN ihe lates! games, intuding 
PLaimbeow iplancds Hard Orrewen 
Ghostbusters |! and Chase HO. All in good 
condition Sel for t220. Phone (0932 
Th4a47 evenings 


AT LAST PLUS -€20.00. GAC, Advanced 
Ar Stuck. Projext, Maxam, Image System 
Fage Publisher, Ramdos, Pandora - £15.00 
each. Decovery Plus, Soeedtrans Plus 3 
Ultrasound - £12.00 each. Vanous games 
£1.00 «4, Phone Christan (0493) 331069 
evenings 


ADVENTURE Games - Lords of Magic and 
island of Chaos both games feature 
grapmics and over /0 locations. Avadabtie 
io only £3.95 each on disc for all CPC's 
Or send for more information to: T 
Kingsmall, 202 Fark Street Lane, Park 
Street, St, Albans, Hertlordshire, AL? 2AQ 


CPC464 Green monitor + joystick + loads 
of games & mags, AA ACU ACE, NCE 
Sel for £300, wil spl. Viriie to lan Aiken 
? Briar Place, Penpom, Durmfnes, DGS 
ex 


DIGITHER can digitize any Sound from 
cassetie’ Must, vores. 1 can Gighze ary 
thing! Runs from menus, Saves sounds to 
Sland-alone programs £4.99 tape, £6.99 
disc. Cheques: A. Price, 468 Lockington 
Crescent, Dunstable, Bediordshire, LUS 
4$uU 


CPCS126 colour monitor, Guilin disc drive, 
lape deck, joystick, Magarmes, many 
games, compete with Black a5 ess, 
P00, Tel (0621) 850526. Mark Daves. 16 
Burrs Close, Maldon, Essex 


DO disc Grivé and intertace for CPLe64 
with manual and software £100, AMx 
Mouse and Ad é'w £40. Macrogemc Mmgh 
quaktty ROM board, B-aiot. Bargain £20 
Prone (03902) 4271105 


AMSTRADG1268 colour monic, laine 
recorder, joystick, over 25 games including 
Ghosibusters ||, Shanobi, Dragon Ninja 
Cosi over £600, aooept £250 for quack sale 
Phone Aack on (0734) 345120 





3 MONTHS of, mint condmon, CPCG128 
colowr monitor, diskirve, boxed. Soeech 
oOyeickh, games, £400 of swap tor Van of 
Eslate car of same value. Please ohone 
Neck. Soutrwiled, Sulake (22502 ovenngs 
7_20emn- 10. 00en 


CPC464 colour monitor only | year old, 18 
games £100 ono. Tel 081 330 0091 
Areal 


ORGINAL program for flatin huni racng 
mot protected for you to change recent data 
and full ishing £5. Pinpoits clearly best 
rated horse. Cheques/PO's to A. Vassallo 
id lposvach Road, Cobchesiar, Essex, CO 
ev 


AMSTRAD CPC612Z8 « colour mono 
oyetick and £500 of disc software, new 
ites, Gxcelient conden. Al only § months 


old, bargain af £400, Tel: 061 384 2837 


CPC464 with colour mornior, excellant con: 
dition, Quickshot joysiok, books, maga 
« 2 metuenen funds plus ovet 
Fn) ewerirl er Garwas Aholud ng many Frc? 
selling names. Everything boxed. Only 
E280. Tel (0606) 891715 


a eS. 


AMSTRAD Second hand games and 
accessories, all at low onces. Detads of 400 
games starting from SOp each for lat send 


SAE to: C. Atha, Kimberley Ferry Road 
Haxey, Nr. Doncaster, ONS 2LY 


AMSTRAD 6128 Gt Orrve, Solour Monto 
Multiage 2. 3 12 Get drve, Hodos 
AOMboard TV Convertor death cock 


raceo, Quickioy 2, exlension leads, books 
software mciuteng Mastercakc, Advanced 
An. many games, £450.00 ono, (0977) 


6B2E41 


CYNOTEL lechruca BSesiance 24n 
response. CPC Relpling by fax. Proms 
Cynctel Bulletin board. Assmiance with 
hardware, s0llware, Progaming. commu 
nicahorns and more. 24 hour response time 
Call Juan Sinclae oF O61 346 
eed (VOCE) of 081 346 2616 (Viewdalal 
or O71 FS4 3707 ffaz) EF.50 per year 
Cynote! BBS as seen m AAS never gel 
Shuck again, Solved within 24 hours 


GAMES galore for the Amsirad range 
Send for ist from J. Clarke, Rose Cottage 
Rectory Road, Melis, near Eye, Suffok 
IP23 BEA. All games al very Cheap pnces 


AMSTRAD magazines Computing with ihe 
Amstrad, Amstrad Computer User, Amstrad 
Action, CPC Computing, All turt comdesr 
1270 magazines, some 1S6f moue0es, offers 
evenings (050841) 6360 daytime, (0853) 
608000 extension $41 Manyn Anderson 


COLOUR CPC464, DMP2000, DDI-1 drive 
64K Rampack, AMX Mouse, Multface 2 
Quickshot joysiecs, mternal 6128 HOM, 80 
games, Advanced Art Studeo, Protezi, mag 
amnes. books - £500. tel: Fiittewick (Bedford 


(0525) 712907 





CPC464 green screen monitor, Cheetah 
125+ jOysice. Gust covers, MP-2 modulator 
Ty connector, over 6) games including 
Ghostbusiors Il, manual, loads AA's. Price 
E200 offers near, Phone G. Meredith on 
(462) 731646 


GREEN screen monitor, excellent working 
order, 20 Amstrad Achons from 71, 6 ACU 
from Oct. 66, 3 Computing with Amstrad 
Dec. 87) £60 wil solt Phone (0606) 
652143 (Richard) offers conmidered 


PACE 5 1/4° disc dive with 25 baink discs 
slorage box and softwara £140. Also 
Fombo Rombox £20. John Hawkins 
D438) 353196 


TWENTY sottware files inching Driller 
Image System, Gnome Ranger Bounded 
Space Hani, Traber, Trivial Pursua 
Yee Ar Kung Fu, £5 each of £100 the lot 


1 
ie lina 5 a8 ES) yy 
Fhone Paul O47 YS 2S 


CPC464 colour monitor, good condiion 
f+ games. 6 AA mastergames inc. Laser 
S, Untouchables, Emlyn HL. Ghostbusters 
2, Cont. Circus. Raves inc, Op. Thunder 
kari W., Afterburner, A. Dangerous + many 
others. Joystick, manual £275. Fang Peter 


O81 B70 BaTo 


0O MT RIGHT! Leam by post Base 
Tachene COG8. @C. Courts specrtecally for 
CPC owners, Send SAE for details. Carmel, 
38 Stuart Road, Exeter, EX! 252. Tel 
(0382) 421105 


PUBLIC Domain software wanted Dee or 
ape wil G6 fretumed wih some other PO 
software f SAE enclosed. Program of twen 
ly tunessongs included! 70 Hightemn Gdns 


Betlast, BT 13 3RE 


AMSTRAD colour moron second drive 
FO1 wih cables in vevy good conden 
Cireclied io nesoondents in London porta 
nea. Plaise write to Steve. 60 Aion 
house. Broadway Estate, London, EB 4hia 


EARN 9600 Money in your Own home Bud- 
nes Easy erytabe. Very prottaive 
Send SAE for details to: Frtres Products 
S> Firtree Grove, Boldmere. Sutton 
Coktfieid. Bamingham, 673 SUN 


WT Ai} 


rit rio 
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Classification. Tick box: 











— 


= For sale 


ORDER FORM Ai as 


Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of Amstrad Action 


_/ Wanted 


Write your advertisement here, one word per box. Include 


iN pn me penne pti pee 


_! Services 






Il enclose payment of £5.00 by Cheque/ P.O/ Access/ Visa 


Credit Card number 





Credit Card expiry date 


al User Groups 


your name and phone number if you want them 


eae ag rn eg yyy 


_/ OLher 






— rl a ga pl a rm ep a= er a ee Serre a maha ees nian erg Ne Re eA Ps SR RE EE PN SS A TS 


ONLY POOLS AND HORSES 


FOOTBALL siirier iad ite £14.95 (+£2 for 3 etd 
WSshice shalyeis of football for 1 Ac 80 
bo improve the chances of wm the pols or faced odds, Written by a souls expert i has forecast 
over 50% | more draws ned would be capected by chance. 
*#** Now incorporates MMOCERRCNM) specially wntten for AUSTRALIAN POOLS @ am 
POOLS PL ANNER £14.95 (4 t for 3" disc) 
amputer. Lives Getails of and checks enict hock perms f 
fc Se) ies jail le mi 12 to Sh eclecison 
RAC ING iene & HANDICAP WINNE Re £14.95 (+£2 ss a dise) 
* AOR PORM wei) a ka) a Pac fi dering th : Win Paces 
HAS DM AP WINNER | hows the val 


FSi]. 20 yt, ee. TF 


otyective of which is 


Nota gammucky plaything but a A Pia be 


a TT 


1 fee er ek OT A A Gay ane rom “¥ 


ml iden 
i oy ci 
M 


Dw) Pee Taras Ide 


the + pre 
"th yay ie Die Nope ac ae et ae + heir ceaeeiaee at 
nes ep i DRI Side ales nas a! Proc wp bia 
Pres: Any 2 i f the ahve £24.95 of all | (+ £4 for 3° discs in enthe 
ers includ FREE prey ram bo work oul aims any het hor pom ifs used by bookies. 
kK ACING TOOL KIT (£49.95 tape or disc) 
the racing enthusiast, RACING BOX RORM/HASDICAP WINNER plus 


upuaic PcaTeL a 


1K) winnheci 
a . 1 r ES hoe SA 


Bath off 


1 package of / programs for 


Lo perce Fly Ae Pip oe i et, keep Preoons 


ork Ol Gaed an fel, eh 
Pw pay ROA CLEVER and ect the BES I 
Wihllebic On Tage cM Oise fiw Spe br m, CMD Cte Se. AMS CALs, Be 


BOXOFT (AA), 65 Allans Meadow 


SAVE ££E's 


Credit card holders may phone 051 336 2668 (24 hours) 
Run disc at a tenth of the price on your CPC664-6128 
For an outlay of only £24.95 plus disc drive. 


fangs ana tite figure 













By the time = 
you ve bought 50 
3° discs, you 
could have had 
100 5 ly," dises 
plus a disc drive 
and de-cable 


HOW IT WORKS 
De-cable enables 
you to runa 
separate disc 
drive as drive “A’ 
or "B’ without 
another disc 
* operating system 





SEE NEXT 
MONTH FOR 
PHOTO 










Send orders or SAE for info to: 
ABC Holdings, 4 Westmeads Road, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 ILR 






1984 
GREETINGS ! 


Here, at NEMESIS, we have always believed that the owner of an original | 
item of software has the perfect right to do what the hell he/she likes | 
with it - provided that by doing so the Copyright Owner is not deprived of | 
another source of income. Many fair-minded people agree with this; if you | 
have thirty thousand BACK-UPS of MANIC MINER they'll do nobody any | 
harm provided that they remain in your hands. 

NEMESIS utilities, well known for their power in backing-up the majority 
of software are still available - and are fully up to date in their capability. 
An “extreme” interpretation of the new law means that you may need the 
permission of the Copyright owner to make a BACK-UP, but you'll need 
the means to do it ! On the basis that you may need such permission, we | 
offer the utilities SHOWN ON THE RIGHT. If you have doubts about your | 
right to make back-ups, then don't ! | 





NEMESIS - The Original Meddlers 


LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! INC VAT 


20 
| £35.50 
| £37.75 

£43.50 
| £44.50 
| £9.45 
| ti 


UnGranced 3° cincs 
Manel or Panasonic 3° 
| _Amsoft 3° discs 
| individually cased 3° 
| indivediual plese Canes 
| 3° Disc Labels | 
| 3 1A cscs | £17.45 
> 1/4" es EY. 50 


DON'T THROW AWAY USED FABRIC PRINTER RIBBONS . REINK THEM FOR £1.15 LACH 


DISC BOXES: inc 2 KEYS, DMIDERS ETC. A QUALITY LOCKABLE BOX FOR 3° OR 3 1" DHSCS 
BOX & MAXELL CF2S 
5 MAXMELL & BOX 
(5 CAP BOK NOT LOCKABLE) BOX & 10 CFR £26.50 
}HOLDS 35.67.95 HOLDS 70...617.95 BOK BPO CFR ecco Lav.) 
DISC FORMAT TRAN SFERS €5.95/ DISC SAVE CEC'S TRANSFERS BETWEEN 
500 FORMATS 3°: -3i: -5 1/4°CR/M: -MSDOS: -APPLE/MAC: -BBC 


PCW-WORLD COTSWOLD HOUSE, CRADLEY HEATH, 


Liz 


5 cry 


2.75 


WARLEY, WEST MIDLANDS B64 7NF 
TELEPHONE OR FAX 0384 66269 ANYTIME 


All i PYees ACRE KAT Pease oO £1 rar Per orcer 


THE ACCOUNTS ponGenam roe THE 6128 
Tha S program provides a sim np et [and ef ve way for the smal a) 


ii " ois, i - F xs 
and sell e npolioved 10 coniral ther tinances at drecord ther accounts 


Taha Pat cA Fy Gy 


PLEASE PHONE FOR FULL DETAILS OF WHAT 5.6.4 CAN DO FOR YOU £23.00 


TEL 0934 - , 51 6714 ANYTIME 


1990 
BONZO SUPER MEDDLER 


With details of over 1,100 tape to disc transfers 


"A REAL ALTERNATIVE to a Multiface II BLACK BOX", JAN'S9. 
" The best TAPE TO DISC transfer utility available ", WACCI 6/88. 





BONZO BLITZ - wreatnicey wes 10 vise. 
" HIGHLY RECOMMENDED " - wacct 12/87. 


aA a aA Aza za HE Ee HE HE EE EF fe 
| 


Our ‘regulars’ were screaming for an all purpose disc utility 
that could be used with RAMDOS. Kevin got to work and 
produced the answer - fully compatible with RAMDOS and all 


all this and more: 


# FILE COPYING, 
# DISC COPYING. 


‘standard” formats. Does 
# SECTOR EDITOR. 
# DIRECTORY EDITOR. 





# FILE MAPPING. 

# FILE STATUS EDITOR: 
RENAME 
ERASE 


# FORMATS. 

# FORMAT IDENTIFY. 

# STRING SEARCH. 

# BYTE SEARCH. 

# FILE RE-ORGANISE UNERASE 

# KILL ERASED FILES. SET STATUS 
Make the most of RAMDOS using MAXIDOS. 








B BOARD INFO CYNOTEL 01 346 281 6 (1200/7 75) 


NEMESIS 4a ALL ORDERS sent byt return: 


CPC PROCOPY & MINIDOS 
The most recent and best utility for disc-housekeeping. Back-ups, 
file transfers, status changes, and much more ! 

Includes the Fastest File Copier Ever! | 


EACH DISC £13.75 inclusive. 
ANY THREE £37.00 inclusive. 


UPGRADES 85M or BLITZ, £3.00 |return original ame] 
: Cheque! P.O/Access/Visa TEL: (0933) 623967 


10, Carlow Road, Ringstead, Kettering, Northants NN14 4DW 
AUSTRALIA: C. BOSWELL, 62 MARMONG STREET, MARMONG POINT 2284, NSW. 
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AA BUYERS 








This is the place to find what software 
and hardware is available for your CPC. 
We list programs by category, and pro- 
vide producer; phone number; price: 
issue in which the item was reviewed: 
and last but not least, a bref description 
of the program's features and, where 
appropriate, shortcomings. 

But don't take our word for it: if 
you're in doubt read the onginal review 
before you splash out, and make sure by 
asking the person you're buying from 
that it meets your particular needs. Best 
of all is a try-out, if you can find a friend 
who has what you're thinking of buying. 


=") WORD PROCESSING 


Brunword 

Brunning Software t 0245 252854 

£30.00 (6 ee cae, £25 (464) disk @ AAZG 
LOMCiete word processor package with spelling 
checker, JU 0 0 word dictionary and card filing 
programme. Spell checker and dictionary loaded 
with the main programme. 40, 80 and 128 col- 
umn screen modes and fast screen response 
Tutotnal file makes learning the system easy 


Tasword 


Tasman Software 7 0532 4388301 
$64, 44D, 6128, £19.95 tape, £24.95 disk @ AAT 


464 is the tape based version (the same as 
Amsword). 464D has enhancements for a 

|. disk drive. 6128 makes full use of a 6128's 
extra memory. The latter pair include 
mailmerge facility. Easy to get to know: 

| comprehensive help screens. Screen opera- 

| ions are slow, but wee oe rence Se 


B82 AL.aoTRAD ACTION 





Protext 


Arnor t 0733 68909 
£19.95 tape, £26.95 disk, £39.95 ROM @ AAZ 


Lightn ing fast on all tasks involving screen. True 


merging Irom separate Mes and disks to the cur 
Sor position is easy, and Protext supports stan 
dard CPC RSX’'s like DISC, TAPE, CAT etc. ROM 
version 15 excellent. Bad points: maximum file 
space limited to machine memory — about 22K 
On disk, ok for the HOM version. AS used by 
AA. if that's any recommendation (don t answer 
hat) 


=" PRINTERS 


Manufacturers recommended retail prices are 
listed as guidelines, but heavy discounts are 


offered by retailers. Printers require an add 
tonal lead for connection to the CPC. You'll 
need an Amsoft PL-1, which should be avail- 
able from your Lica computer stockist 


Citizen 120D 


wf 0800 282692 


£199 + VAT @ AA43 — 


Dimensions; J./ kgs, and J/0mm x 90mm por 
x 2g8mm, Draft quality is ‘dotty,’ and —— 
poor, but NLO is sharp and simple. A quiet 
beast with cable to the computer connected on 
the side. Manual includes a complete written 
breakdow n of all the printer control commands, 
and their effects 


Panasonic KXP1081 


wr 0763 73181 

£219 +VAT @ AAZO 
Similar to 
DMP2000/2160: 
chunky, 9 pins, 10 inch 
carriage and compati- 
ble with Epson sahil 





Mannesmann Tally MT81 


ef 0734 788711 

£149 + VAT @ AAT 

Dimensions: 70mm x 100mm x 265mm: weight 
4.5 kgs. Prints Epson and IBM graphics. Draft 
mode print quality is qomi: square printhead 
pins pul ink onto greater areas. The printed out 





put is more ornate than the Citizen. Manual is 

superb, but falls down in failing to explain con- 
tro) codes: for that you have to buy the applica 
ions Manual. Certainly a very good buy 


Star LC-10 


=e 04949 471111 

£199/259 + VAT @ AASZ 

First price 1s for standard dot matrix printe! 
Fonts 5 selected by button, rather than typing 
fiddly ¢ control code. Second price is for rela tivel v 
INeXPensive ccevar model Uses multi-colour nb- 
bon to produce different mixes, though there are 
currently no commercial programs to take 
advantage of this capability. 


Star LC 24-10 


@ 0494 471111 

£299 + VAT @ AAd? 
A jow-oost 24 pin, 10 inch. 80 column Letter 
Quality printer: 8 resident fonts, all operable 
[rom the {front control panel and 3 print varia 


eye INTERGRATED 
S51 PACKAGES 


Info-Script 


Brunning 7 0245 252854 
£50 disk @ 128K only @ AAI5 


Billed as the “complete database with word-pro- 


cessor and spelling checker, it 5 best with 
256K. Well set up. easy to use and allows for 


changes in layout and content. Recently ‘supe: 
charged’ 


Database tT 0625 878888 
£14.95 tape, £19.95 disk @ 
AAG 
Astonishingly cheap 
WOTd PTOCHSSOT, 


database, spread- 
eae , sheet, graphics, comms 
— Jia ‘joe and label printer all-in- 
) one, it's continued to sell, 
and sell, and sell. ; Not full 


Protext Filer/Office 

Arnor = 0733 68909 

£24 ,95/£94.95 disk @ AAI4 

Database that works cc panic itably with Protext, 
has powerful sorting options and albeit 
sivé invoice printer. Can be slow, but good 
value 


ake} EDUCATIONAL 
cae PROGRAMS 


Amstrad Selection 

Fernleaf Education 7 0474 359037 

£25.95 disk’/tape @ AA3Z 

For age range 7 to 12+: Seven programs 
including Fletcher's Castle, Market Stall, The 
Perfume Hunter, The Raiders, Ferry Captain 
Treasure, and Thom Sea 


Arc Master Pack Plus 

Are Education 7 0472 812226 

f4i disk @ AAJZ 

A massive pack of 90 programs: Junior 

Primary; a parent/child adventure; DR Logo and 
word games. Each sect available alt £10 tape ana 
£12.50 disk. Well presented with good graphics 


reasonable musical ditties and plenty of options 


Kosmos 
Kosmos f 05255 3942 
£9.95 tape, £13.95 disk @ AA3Z 
Answer Back Junior Quiz lets you either answer 
the question; make a choice from a number of 
options; or say whether something is true or 
false, There's also Factfile 500, sets of additional 
questions for the program: arithmetic, spelling, 
Sport and natural fustoary. 

The other range from Kosmos: vocabulary 
tutors in French, Spanish, German and Italian, 


Funschool 2 


Database Software 7 0625 
&7oees 

£9.95 tape, 

£14.95 disk 

@ AAW 

SO rare is it 

that education- 


al software gets 
into the charts 
that it made the 
news pages of the 


Play School 


School Software 7 010 353 6149477 

£9.95 tape, £14.95 disk @ AA32 

Six different utilities including Counting, Find It, 
Paintbox, Shapes, Match-up and How Much? 
Paintbox is the best. Other programs in the 
range are also worth a look, including Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics for older students 


Wordhang 


Bourne Education = 0794 523301 
£9.95 tape; £14.95 disk @ AAIZ 
One of Bourne's range of ten programs. Others 


include Happy Letters, Numbers and Writing (all 


Infant); Timeman One/Two and Map Rally (all 
Junior); and the excellent Chemistry and 
Physics Revision (Senior) 


ead eye F SINESS | 


OUNTS 
Protext Office 


Arnor f 0733 68909 

£94.95 @ CPM+, 6128 only @ AA3I4 

Requires Protext and Promerge to run. 
Information inputted using Protext. Mail merge 
templates included, and very well implemented 
iInvelce printing feature. A genuinely useful 
business system. 


SD Microsystems range 


SD Microsystems t 0462 422897 

General Ledger @ £19.95 @ AAS2 Souped up 
6128 version £29.95 

Small Traders Pack/Invoicer @ £29.95 @ AA26 
Stock Accounting System @ £39.95 @ 

6128 only @ AAIZ 

SD Microsystems have a range of quality small 
business systems. Consult original reviews for 
in-depth explanations of what each does and 
how it differs from the others — or better still, 
ring them and ask. 


44 DATABASES 


Masterfile Ill 





Campbell Systems © 0378 77762 

£39.95 CPM + @ AAO 

With parent/child records — enabling tying 
together of records, saving space and time. 
ecreen layouts and reports menu selected: not 
for faint hearts, but good results 


AtLast Plus 
Rational Solutions 

© 056681 511 

(39.95 @ CPM+,128k 
machines only 

® AAI0 

Powerful: devel- 


oped into user's 
requirements. 
Data capacity 
restricted only by 
disk: size, and 





Random Access Database 


Minerva Systems  & 0392 437756 

£29.95 disk @ AAG 

40 or 80 column screen. Good mathematical and 
string operations . Random dusk accessing gives 

speed and power 

| See also Info-Script in ‘4. Integrated Packages’ 


<2 SPREADSHEETS 


Mastercalc 128 

Campbell Systems t 0378 77762 

£33 disk @ 128K machines @ AAd 

Can show two parts of spreadsheet at once 
Includes notepad and calculator. Easy to use, 
but the mathematical lormulaeé can only consist 
of the four basic arithmetic options. Slows down 
as More data is entered 


Matrix 


Audiogenic Software 70] 561 1166 

£34.95 disk @ AAIS 

Uses disk to store data — so good capacity on the 
plus side, poor speed on the minus side. Graphic 
options excellent. Onscreen prompts rare, Mak 
Ing it hard at first. Calculating power good 


Supercalc Il 


Amsoft/Sorcim © 0277 230222 

£49.95 CPM + @ AA 

First class documentation. Calculations can be 
determinative — performed on whether or not 
cell's contents match given Value. Excellent help 
prompts and arithmetic functions, 


Cracker 

Newstar Software 7 245 265017 

£49.00 disk CPM + @ AAG 

spreadsheets must be created from scratch. 
Documentation good, command sequences soon 
learned. Mathematical functions well done, with 
random numbers catered for. Files limited to 1/R 
—and formulae programming not well imple- 
mented, 


wean = \ SOUND 


Amdrum 

Cheetah om 0222 555525 

£34.95 @ AATS 

Digital drum machine. Editor comprehensive 


AA BUYERS 





Not Midi compatible: to hear output you plug it 
into amplifier 


DHCP Midi Interface 


DHCP = 0440 61207 

£69.95 interface, £34.95+ disk s'ware @ AAI3 
DHCP produce Midi software for various Midi 
interfaces for CPC, which are incompatible with 
each other 


Midi Interface 


Silicon Systems vt 061 848 8959 

£59 95 interface, £59.95 software @ AAZ6 
Useless alone, but software you can use with it 
— DX7. FBO1, MT32, D50 and CZ101 — is diverse 
Software prices vary, and lack presentation of 
EMR sequencer. High performance 


Miditrack Performer 


EMR wv 0702 335747 

£49.95 interface, £79.90/£89.90 tape/disk 
s'ware @ AAI3 

Midi interface plus sequencing software to drive 
Midi equipped instruments. Records each 
instrument then plays them all at once 
Onscreen layout similar to multi-track recorde! 
Excellent 


Ram Music Machine 


RAM Electronics (Datel) ¢ 782 744707 

£49.99 tape, £59.99 disk @ AAI? 

Allin one music package: Midi interface, sound 
sampler and music editor. Sampler can handle 
one sample of just over a second. Midi controller 
software and music editor comprehensive. No 
through port, though, so 464 users must use 
tape version. And you can't edit live played Midi 
compositions 


Sound Blaster 

Siren Software = 061 228 1831 

£34.99 @ AAZS 

Amopolifver and pay of loudspeakers that piug into 
CPC for maximum 2 watts sound effects 


Foundation Step-Time 


Sequencer 

Foundation Software t 0252 543945 

£34.95 disk 

Quite simply the only step-lime sequencer you 
can buy for your CPC 


1 


54 VISION 


Advanced Art Studio 


EEC vt 0753 888866 
£24.95 disk @ AAZI 
Recently revitalised, 
this is the user-friend- | 
ly, best and most pow- | 
erful art package: 
works in all three 
modes. Can cycle 


through inks, and cut 


and reflections. Fill. 





Database © 0625 878888 
£69.95 disk (includes mouse) @ AA7 
User friendly. if lithe unsophisticated compared 
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The heavy metal portcullis 
slams shut behind you. Your 
escape route has been cut 
of. Can you survive the 
monsters and traps that await 
inside Kaddis-Ra’s legendary 
labyrinth of terror: 


Experience the very first 
and best fantasy telephone 


adventure, by gamesmaster 
Steve Jackson. 
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to Advanced Art Studio, but mouse helps great 
ly. Colour, spraycans, textures, circles and host 
of other features 


Cherry Paint 


Siren Software * 061 228 1831 

£9.99 disk @ AAZO * 
WIMP controlled - j@ mouse moves pointer to 
Various icons to pull-down menus. B/W mode 2 
only, but fun. Curves are difficult, but this is a 
bargain. 


CRL Image System 


CRL © 01 533 2918 

£19.95 tape, 24.95 disk @ AAI2 

Boasts range of picture manipulations and dis- 
tortions, But lacks art options. Best on finished 
pictures — like a mimi Quantel box 


DART Scanner 


Dart Electronics * 0502 513707 

Attach reading device to your DMP2Z000, 3000 or 
3160. Feed in picture to printer: device reads in 
picture as B/W image. Quality onscreen isn't 
amazing, but it works and it's fun. 


Electric Studio Light Pen 
Electric Studio f 0462 420222 

£19.95 cass, £29.95 

disk @ AAT 

Excellent drawing 

software, including 

rubber-banding 


shapes and lines, 
filling areas, spray- 
can etc. Accepts 
software written 
for it. 





fo Perera 
ere a 
The Informer a 
Treasure Island Software 7 0492 593549 

£29 disk @ AA33 

For creating animated displays, suitable for 
classroom and shop window: takes text, graph: 
ics and animated displays and produces slide 
show. Works best, but not only, with Parrotry 
Plus (see below) 


Parrotry Plus 


Treasure Island Software 7 0492 593549 

£19.95 disk@ AAO 

Rather than lots of effects used anywhere and at 
any time, Parrotry Plus ‘remembers’ every alter- 
ation and plays through the list to create anima- 
tion. Note: can't dump pictures to printer with- 
out external program 


Vidi Digitizer 

Rombo Productions t 0506 414631 

£89.95 @ AAT5 

Grabs picture from video recorder or camera and 
puts iton CPC screen, allowing you Uo alter it 


with an art package. Easy to use. Software on 
tape, disk or HOM includes superb printer dump 


~ DESK TOP 
S\ PUBLISHING 


AMX STOP PRESS 


Database * 0625 &78889 

£79.95 disk. 128K only 

The Desk Top Publishing package for the CPC 
Expensive but the price includes a mouse. A 
very powerful package that offers features that 
you'd find on many of the vastly more expensive 


Apple Macintosh DTP packages. If you're sert- 
ous about DTP then consider no other 


Page Publisher 


oD Microsystems & 0462 422897 

£24.95 disk £19.95 tape 128K only AA45 

If you can't afford Stop Press, then Page 
Publisher ts the second best option. Quicker and 
easier to use than Stop Press. but has fewer fea 
tures. The package to use for DTP on a budget 


‘cs, UTILITES 


The utiines in this section that offer the facility 
of BACKING UP disks and files should be used 
only for that purpose. They are not designed to 
be used (to pirate software, and anyone who 
uses hese products for that purpose is break- 
ing Lhe law. 





Nirvana 


Goldmark Systems  & 0707 271529 

£15 disk, £26 ROM AAS! 

Excellent disk utility that allows you to copy 
files and disks with ease. Uses all the computers 
memory to minimise disk swapping. Includes 
disk editor and powerful archiving software that 
allows you to back up entire aisks to tape - 
rather like a tape streamer on business comput- 
ers. Once you have used Nirvana then you'll 


never go back to using CP/M to copy files again! 


Multiface Il 


Romantic Robot 7 01 200 8870 @ £47.95 
Extremely popular dongle that allows you 
to freeze software in its tracks. You can 
save entire memory to disk or Lape. Very 
useful for cheats - you can save a game 
when you finish a level and always contin- 
we from that ara Memory can be exam 


| ined and altered, 


so it's handy for 
hunting out those, & 
extra lives. 





Hackitt 


Siren Software t 061 228 1831 

£394.99 @ AASZ 

Similar in operation to the Multiface, but aimed 
at the more dedicated hacker. Has a built in 
mini assembler and lots of useful hacking utili- 
ties. Not really suitable for the novice as a work 
ing knowledge of machine code is required 


RSX-LIB 


Smogware Systems + 0603 749132 

£19.95 disk @ AAS! 

A neat piece of software that allows you to com 
pile a library of RSXs from machine code rou- 
tines. It can re-locale machine code and auto- 
matically set up RSA tables, making it ideal for 
compiling custom designed extended BASICs 


S25 JOYSTICKS 


seins 

Konix tf 0495 350101 @ £ 11.95 

strangely shaped joystick moulded to fit in your 
hand. People tend to be polarized in their opin 
ions about this one - they either love it or hate it 
Design makes it not much use for left handed 


AA BUYERS 
a 
people 


Competition Pro 

Dynamics * 061 626 7222 

@ £14.95, £15.95 

Old favorite joystick which many people favour 
Sturdy and well bull microswitch design that 
will out-last years of waggling. Trendy see- 
through version available for a pound extra 


Navigator 


Konix & 0495 35010 @ £14.99 

Handheld joystick that follows Konix's usual 
strange design convention. The stick is held at 
[he bottom with the control lever on top 
Comfortable, once you get used to it 


. boll 

Quickshot Turbo 

Spectravideo tT 0235 555455 @ £10.95 

The best of the ‘Aircraft’ style joysticks. The fire 
button is on the ‘yoke’ itself, making it a 
favourite for shoot ‘em ups. At its best when 
used stuck to a desk with its suction pads 


Micronet starter pack. 


f 0800 200 700 @ £138 

Contains all you need to get started in comms, 
including a years subscription to Micronet. The 
Modem is 4 very basic model, but the overall 
package 18 great value for money. 


Pace Linnet 


of 0274 488211 @ £174.80 

Medium priced Hayes compatible modem that 
olfers good features at a reasonable price. 
supports the V2l and Vd standards, which 
should cater for most peoples needs 


Amstrad SM2400 


7 0279 454555 @ £286.35 

Expensive, but everything that you're ever likely 
to need in 4 modem. Auto-everything, support- 
ing V2lfed/2cbis/23 baud rates and both pulse 
and tone dialing, this hayes compatible modem 
1s a top notch product 


2.4 DISK DRIVES 


DD-1 


Amstrad f 0279 454555 @ £149.95 

Essential for 464 owners who want to upgrade 
tO USING 4 disk system. The package includes an 
interface that contains the disk operating sys- 
tem, and an FD-1 Disk drive 


FD-1 


Amstrad f 0279 454555 @ £99.95 

Second 3 inch drive to add to your system. Two 
drives are more convenient for data transfer 
between disks. and improve the user-inendll- 
ness of certain programs 


3.5 inch second drive 

Siren Software ff 061 228 1831 

@ £109.99 - £119.99 

High capacity second drive that can store 
B00K of data on a single 3.5 inch disk. 
Owners of the 464 must already have a DD-1 
in order for it to work on them machine. The 
standard disk operating system cannot make 
full use of the extra capacity of the drive, and 
an extended operating system is needed. 
The price depends on whether the new DOS 
is on Disc or ROM, the latter, naturally, being 
the more expensive. 
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Amstrad Action’s wizzo last-page extravaganza 


TRAINSPOTTERS CORNER 
We “e rather concerned that we're 
not offering value for 
money to our many 
readers who we 
know are interested 
ry in trains. To put 
=, this right, we're 
printing a letter 
from Mr B Obvious 
of Swindon, who 
has this 
to say: 
“In 
all my 
' years as a 





I've often 

wondered 
Ale _why no com- 

saaeeial databases packages exist 

which allow people who spot 

trains, amongst which | count 

myself, to compile and 

cross-refer- 

ence all , { 

the 5 

train | \ My a ¥ 





Dear Newsagent, 


Name: 


Address: 


Ye = 


Telephone number: 


poco ese ee ee a a ee ee ee 


trainspotter, 





numbers they collect and form a huge 
national database which could be 
accessed by fellow trainspotters the 
world over. 

“Do you, any of your staff, or any of 
your readers who read your magazine, 
know of, or have knowledge of, any such 
database which may or may not exist? 

“T really am at my wit's end.” 


Can anyone out there help? If so, you 
can write to him courtesy of Rolling 
Stock Bimonthly Digest, Outer Mongolia 
and enclose a cheque for two million 
pounds. No, on second thoughts, send 
the cheque to us... 


WORLD CUP 


a  - r PREDIC. 


TIONS! 
Amstrad Action 
y has assembled 





Please reserve me a copy of the August Isstte of Amstrad Action, due out on Thursday, 19th July, 


BS 


— 


Hf you're under 16, please gel your parent or guardian to sign here: 
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K&M Computers... 
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of experts to predict the team which will 

eventually win the World Cup in Italy. 

® Ollie (Arty) Alderton: “Uruguay 

because I've got a large bet on them. 

® Trenton (Thug) Webb: “West Germany 
they ve got that nice zigzag pattern on 

their shirts. I think.” 

® Adam (RS232) Waring 

because ['m hall Welsh.” 
ed) 

@® Rod (Trendy) Lawton: “England - 

because Bobby Moore's such a good cap 

tain.” 

@ Steve (Ex-ed) Carey: “Only one South 

American team has ever won in Europe 

OK. I can guarantee one of these five 

teams will win the World Cup — West 

Germany, Argentina, Italy, Brazil or the 

Netherlands. Otherwise I'll eat my CPC.” 

(Er, have you stil] got one? — ed.) 

® The window cleaner: “Cor blimey guy, 

strike a light! — Arsen nal | mean, gorra 

be, ennit!" Yes. OK. Thanks 

® Bob (Ex-ex-ed) Wade “United Arab 


“Vales 
(And hall-witty 


Emirates — because LHey Ve easly got 
enough money to... (That's enough libel 
&c1. } 


It'll be a couple of weeks yet 
before the results are out. In the 
meantime, we have a little infor- 

mal wager here in the office. If 
West Germany loses, 
Trenton pays for a 
massive slap-up feed 
down at the wine 
bar. (If they win, 
we go down on 
our own...) 


“Hey bud! 
Git yer hands off 
of my AA...!” 
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SPECIAL OFFER 





GAMES 
BLACK TIGER 
MYTH 


THE BIZ 

THE NINJA WARRIORS 
DOUBLE DRAGON II 
WILD STREETS 
SPACE HARRIER |! 
RAINBOW ISLANDS 
FIENDISH FREDDY 
DARK CENTRY 
E-MOTION 
CRACKDOWN 
DRAGONS OF FLAME 
HOT ROD 
HAMMERFIST 
THRILLTIME GOLD 3 
P47 


ALTERED BEAST 
SCRAMBLE SPIRITS 


TAPE DISC 
10.95 
10.95 
hy, 

10.95 
10,95 
10.96 
10.95 
10,95 
10.95 
10.95 
10.95 
10.95 
14.99 
11.56 
11.55 
N/A 

10.95 
11.45 
10.96 


ORDER BY PHONE 


09 (-§10-229 


DDI-1 
FD-14 


DL-2 

MT81 PRINTER 
ROMBO ROM BOX 
MULTIFACE | 
MINI OFFICE II - 
MINI OFFICE Ii - D 
PAGE PUBLISHER 
MASTERCALC 128 
TASWORD 6128 - D 


=i. 


SAAN SIN © SS NINO 
HAA HAG en a RH 








TRANSFORM YOUR COLOUR MONITOR i | 
NEATLY UNDERNEATH YOUR MONITOR, THE MP3 BRINGS 
TELEVISION TO YOUR COMPUTER SCREEN IN LIVING COLOUR! 


SPECIAL OFFER | 
GENUINE AMSOFT CF-2 
3” DISCS (10 PACK) 
AMS30L DISC BOX 


is 


24. 


MICRO DESIGN 
FLEET STREET EDITOR 
MASTERFILE 


22.95 
12.45 


RSSRa33 
RRARARAS 


GB COMPUTERS LTD 
ORDER By PO BOX 40 
POST SUNDERLAND 

SR1 1BP 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

UK MAINLAND CARRIAGE FREE 

PLEASE QUOTE REF: 15 WHEN 
ORDERING 








BUDGET 


Tape 


SUMMER SAVER 
Buy any 2 iterns* and Save £1 


Just deduct £1 for every 2 dems ordered 


* Ofer exchades Diank Cre orcs 


rape £299 CHEAT pisc c4.99 


Ready to use cheats for your games. 


CHOICE CHEATS 1 


oe gamnes in ve lasedel q Uperation Wort, | 
Joe Blade 2, and Shanghi Karate 


CHOICE CHEATS 2 


Cheats tor 12 genes including: Tr, bland Durry, 
Batrian Cap, Grud. Dragen Ninja and Arkanoid 


CHOICE CHEATS 3 


Cheats for 12 arbi including: Thunder Blade, 
lifter Burner, Aobocop, Skweek, ThunderSirds, 
Wabos Dabba Deo and Yog Awa 


JOYSTICKS [Seal 'n Type 


Quickshot2 Turbo (9-959 Keyboard protector |f 
Whercab laser | 
Cette 20a 

| Star orobe 
Qubcigoy 2 

GQjoy 3S. Changer £1'.5 

Coy 5 Superboardt 17.50 


or more Off 
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| After the VW 
RRP Dolman the Nene 
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6.95 
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10.95 | egasus 2.98 
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Casile Masia: 
Chase HG 

Com Gis Pits 

Crary Jor 2 

(oy berball 

Dan Gare 3 

Dark Coaritury 
Cefenders of tte Earth 
Se Geon's Revenge 
Cynamite Quix 

FE plead ric ad || 
Pendah Freddy 
Pighien Bomber 
PL re rt iat 

Heavy Motal 
Irmipossaniohe 

Lae 

[Marorwaria 

Mega Mix 


l'4st Choice for 

fast friendly | 

service 
EDUCATION 


Tape Disc 


(heats lor 
{ yboern oid 


Mir OM ice (Budget) 
Min QAice 2 
Promenge 
Prospell 
Pinte 14,95 
Sonied Alive (Aieg, 128k) 
Sontes Alimwe + Lornpuler 
Tasprint 10.55 
Tassign 
6.70 | asspell 

) { lasword464 1S.70 22.45 

| Tasworde 12a 2e.45 


LEISURE & SPORT 
(Acidas Cham. Foolball 6.76 10.645 
[Colossus Bdge 6.85 10.04 
Colossus Chess 4 7.43 10.95 [New Zealand Story 
Cycles 7.45 12.70 [Ninja Spont 
intematornal 30 Tenma 7.45 10.95 [Operalion Thunderball } 


4G 
1.65 
16.70 
18.70 
18.85 
ae at 


2.o0 
10.95 


Py 
ay ed ed de ed 


inl] taf 
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14.95 


6.99 
Angwer Back Quiz if- 11/745 10.45 
Fact Files for above 
Auitheretee (Fe 1 1 
Enghah Words (lz = 
Gen, Know, (12+ | 
Gen. Science (14+) 
Nat, History (10+) 
chp lire (G11) 
Wold Geog, (11 +) 
Better Maths (12-16) 
Better Spelling (9-14) 6.20 
Chemiatry GCSE 10.64 
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j oO 
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3.70 
4.70 
3.70 
3.70 
6.20 


10.95 
45 10.05 
5 10.54 


RIBBON 
REFRESH 


Fubbon Riesioder 


r45 10.05 
10.945 
12 “i 





Fun School 2 (6-8) 


Magic Maths (4-8) 


Matha Mania (8-124 
Micra Emglesh (8-1 7} 


| Ph yo C5 GCSE 


French Mistress (A + Byi2.70 

Fun School (2-5) 4.45 

Fun School (5-8) 4.44 
Fun School (6-12) 445 | 
Fun School 2? (Under 6) 7.45 
?.45 
Fun School 2 (Over 8) 7.45 
Geog. Map Qu (9+) 8.20 
German Master (A + 6) 12.70 
Happy Letters (3-6) 7.45 
Happy Numbers (2-6) 7.45 10,05 
Happy Writing (3-6) P45 10,95 
B20 12.70 
7.45 10.95 
B20 12.70 
17.65 17.85 
17.85 17.95 
10.95 14.95 
17.505 17.55 
Fa 
7S VOUS 
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14.95 
10.95 


Mia Pualhy (7-13) 
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Primary Matha (3-11) 
The Three Bears (5-10) 
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Adventure Guest 
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Clash Acacia 1 
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Postman Pal 1! 
Steve Davis Snooker | og 


| | Only £7.95 


Coy 6 Jel Fighter £13.50 


MAGNUM LIGHT PHASER 
Complete vith 6 games Only ceo. 5 
BLANK DISCS 
Maxell CF2 3" dises 
(£21.95 for 10 

Lii25 for S 
ce du G2ach 


_ Prices 
; include VAT 
7 and P & P subject 
to availability. UK only 


"To order, state name, address 
computer, tape or disc and send 
it with a cheque or P O to 


ist Choice Software Ltd.., 


Dept AA7, 


4 Paul Row, 


Temple Lane, Littheborough, 
0706 72728 Lancs. OL15 9QG 





THE LATEST AND GREATEST PRODUCTS AT THE BEST POSSIBLE PRI 


re" PRICES INCLUDE 
, POSTAGE, PACKING 
AND VAT 













NO HIDDEN EXTRAS xce 
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HOW TO ORDER... JUST 
MAKE A NOTE OF THE 
PRODUCT NAME AND 
ORDER NUMBER AND FILL 
IN THE ORDER FORM 
OPPOSITE OR RING OUR 
HOTLINE NUMBER 

ON 0458 74011 



















































































































eo 
* 
es 
= is Ly NE : . Essential for CPC464 owners who want to | ) 
| _ a B upgrade to using a desk system. Complete Description Pie Onder Na 
@ with interface DD! Disk Drive £89. 39 AA61? 
o F= 
ps CRUISER Powerplay EXCELLENT VALUE 
* The games rewewer’s favounte joystick | 
* Pick the winner and “shootem up” every Descrippon Price Order No 
@ = time. ‘You can even hit people with it too! Trenton W. «= Cruserjoysick «=—«-«s£39.99 = AAB18 
e SS 
° 4 PASCALBO Hisoft SAVE £10 
| if BASIC is too basic, but machine code oi . 
= muddies you then try Pascal from HiSoft. Description nice Order No 
a e ‘itsagem Adam Waring Pascal&0 £39.95 AAGLS 
Py 
\ ST Pt a a Peat 
; SPRITES ALIVE Gienco SAVE £5 
oO e For programmers on the CPL. Thus latest 
a version comes complete with compdertO = Aacrrintig Dy erie: 
he. BACK ISSUES | > wexee yorogars ceonon fur fre 
# (Disk only) eS Al 224.3 AA620 
= : _——__—— 
ve ee |e E-MOTION us Gow SAVE UP TO £4 
, oP) som al ee notby | Enter the world of molecule tugging and Description Price =—Order No 
+N a re OT malaERTLOr ° towing and face the hard challenge of level E-Motion Cass £7.99 AAB2I1AC 
— arate nd, we pay the postage! © 50. You have been warned ites pina 
BUY ANY FIVE FOR ONLY £5! : ‘E-Moton 1s AMazing” Trenton Webb. E-Mobon Disk £10.99 AAGBZIAD 
issue PRICE = ORDER NO : 5 TURRICAN Ranbow Arts SAVE UP TO £4 
see = ; 2 ta; a Take Turrican into battle mn this Description Price Order No 
cel men : . full-blooded shoot-out game. A =e — epeLmeaye 
ISSUE 34 £1.25 AAS4 bs massive game to Keep you g@omg for a very larrican aa _ ei ee 
ISSUE 46 £1.45 AAAE e bongtme Turican Disk £10.99 AA622AD 
SSUE47 £1.45 AMA? ° @> STOPPRESS& MOUSE SAVE £15 
rl s = 5 Bes a te oT 
gu __aee ee . If you're senous about DTP then consider Description Price Order No 
SSUE5O 145 AAS |g ao sth; Forfa faberat ted & caper il 
ISSUES] £1.45 AAS! ® mouse make it excelent value for money S/P & Mouse £64.95 AAG05 
ISSUE 52 £1.95 (TAPE) AAS2 :  —~—_- —____ $$ 
| iSSUE53 £1.45 AAS - rn PIPE MANIA Ent. int h4 SAVE UP TO £4 
ISSUE 54 £1.45 AAA e Drove yoursell insane with thes ‘nk Description Price Order No 
/ISSUE5S £1.45 ASS ° looney game of pipes and ine #3 
| ISSUE 56 £45 ASE @ Plumbing! “36 levels of paring hot fun’. Pipe Mania Cass «=s£7.99 AAB23AC 
ISSUE57 £1.45 AAS? . Trenton Webb. 
— s FDi DISK DRIVE Amstrad SAVE £20 
A second disk dive for your 6128. Make oe . 4 
= data transfer easier and improve the user-  Descrmpbon Price Order No 
@ _ Tiendliness of certain programs FDI Disk Drive £79.95 AAG24 
: 10 FUN SCHOOL 2 Teddy Bear Cass £6.95  AA2Q2AC 
* Database Software ovtrhy Fle : AAIO2AD 
8 Bumper packages of educational software a sand 
® for infant and primary school age chikdren. Frog Cass £6.95  AA293AC 
® Three complete suites of eyht programs. - . ac | , 
© Teddy Bear Under 6's/Frog 6-8/Robot Overs RUSK _#8.95 —_ AA293AD 
* Robot Cass £6.95  AAZS4AC 
e SAVE UP TO £4 Robot Disk £8.95  AA294AD 
3 e : Keep your valued Amstrad Action magaine 9, 9.4. OQ MA17R 
: collection together in this bright red bender. One aici att 
Two Binders £9.00 AA4IL72R 
° AA T-SHIRT 
E SURE YOUR AA's STAY je Are you one of the many loyal CPC owners Descnpbon Price Order No 
-AN CACE AN’ who avidly reads Amstrad Acton? If Yes, ‘the , | Fy 
“LEAN SAFE AND ; then soread the word by wearing this superb Med T-Shat £4.99 AAS61R 
@ — Amencan TShrit XL T-Shurt £4.99  AA362R 
Name Description Price Order No 
Address a ae | 
Postcode 
Phone number _— | 
Method of payment (please circle) Access * Visa * Cheque * PO TOTAL ORDER | | soto ie manes 
0458 74011 


Credit Card No 


Please make all cheques payable to 
 Errhpre Puhlichine Limited 





Expiry date 


SEND THIS FORM TO: Clare Bates, Amstrad Action, 
The Oid Barn, Freepost, Somerton, Somerset, TAL] 7PY 


No slang neque @f posed on Ghee UFR Chuerened belarchs or Ghe luke of 
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| F 
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bj ee = 
a . 
a a a 
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Yes | wish to subscribe to Amstrad Action at£. 
and want to receive the free game | have ticked below. 


Please send me my free game 


Rainbow lands Space Harrier Il|_| Fiendish Freddy's _ | 


Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: : seins cesta cath anes 

tei. _- a Teer : peti ia ey 

1 wish to pay by Access / Visa / Cheque / P.O. 

No. ee ee (Ce ee | a ee 
Exp. date : / 


Please make cheques/po payable to Future Publishing 
Send Enclosed in an envelope to Amstrad Action, Freepost, 
Somerton, Somerset TA11 7BR. 





Britain's best-selling magazine for the 
Amstrad CPC 464, 664 and 6128. 


*Remember our unique guarantee: we will 


refund the cost of all unmailed issues, if you 
are not completely satisfied with our 
subscription service. 

Use the coupon or ring our hotline 

number having your credit card handy. 


Hotline Number 0458 74011. 


«Be sure you get your copy before the 


newsagent sells out. 


Overseas Prices: 
Air Mail Europe £33.95 
Surface Europe and World £23.50 
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ATARI ST, AMIGA, 
SPECTRUM 48/1 28K Tope, 
CBM 64/128 & AMSTRAD Tape & Duk, 


= BI lie 


NUDE. Jeol = 


| 





ae 


#4, : Sith Hiri hy PINBALL.” 
fa . ih 7 a a ey rMmAcIC 


CBM 64/128, AMSTRAD Tope & Disk, IBM PC, SPECTRUM 48/128, +2 Tape, ATARI ST, AMIGA, AMSTRAD Tope & Disk, ATARI ST, AMIGA, 
SPECTRUM 48/1 28% Tone ATARI ST AMIGA CBM 44/178 & AMSTRAD Tope & Disk IBM PC & COMPATIBLES 


When you're cruising with the crew and you're feeling jam hot think long and hard before you part 
with your cash. . 
lis so easy to see why we're No.1], we guarantee great quality and value that's second 
to none. Over the years our success story has been told — we're the KICKI 
company called U.S, GOLD. 
We're the one software company with our ear to the ground 
our feet on the street to match today’s streetwise scene an 
the style of the 90's. 
So get serious about your software .... 
discover GOLD on your streets .... 
U.S. GOLD .... and do the 
| night thing, put some RG 
lite into your mag 


























Naturaland responsive \ 
player movement and | 
with. the .most simple of 
one-touch joystick 
contro! ensures exciting 
dnd authentic soecer 
action, Realistic close-ball 
control, computer. aided 
team control and the 
micro’s constant “flow of 
play” monitoring:oll add up 
to make this the easiest yet 
mostarewarding soccer game 
ever devised for the-home 
computer. 


Choose your 
opponents fromthe 24 World 
Championship teams.- each 
have.their own styles,strengths. 
,and idiosyncracies! 

You will delightatthe on-screen 
action, realistically flowing 
animation, automatie team 
response'and the easy to follow 
icon-generated action.choices. 
This. game is'the choiceot-all tootball 
players, those who love playing the 
game Instead of wrestling with the 
joystick..:. 

in adidas CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL 


Pin ‘em to the base line, attack the net and volley 
the winner! You might have taken this match but that 
was On grass - can you play as well on Clay.or.on the 
indoor courts?... with TIE-BREAK you'llisaon find out! 
And the play selection doesn't.end there - play singles or 
doubles, select to play in all the major.tournaments such 
as:Wimbledon, Davis.Cup, French Opertand many more. 
You.can then make a'racquet selection. -and that could win 
co the match! Featuring all the shots in the book, | 

redthtaking:animatiomand amazingly realistic speech and 
sound effects in T.V. style presentation make TIE-BREAK the out 
and out winner on any micro. 


AVAILABLE FOR | | 
SPECTRUM, AMSTRAD, 6 Central Street - Manchester 
COMMODORE, ATARI ST, M2 5NS - Tel: 0618326633 
AND AMIGA. Fax: 061 834 0650 


